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MMUU Budget  The Most Beautiful Sight You
voreon Aprii2  \W/ll Ever See in the S

Why is a school budget vote being held in April? It is a

response to recent legislation that was passed in February
that adjusts the funding formula for Vermont's paubl Called a "generational spectacle,” a total solar eclipse is a rare
schools. occurence and northern Vermont is directly in the path of g

Act 127 was passed by the Vermont Legislature ant8tal solar eclipse on April 8, 2024.

signed by the Governor in 2022. The bill was intended tat 2:14 pm, a partial solar eclipse will begin, and at 3:26 pn{
improve student equity by adjusting the school fundingptal eclipse will darken Vermont's daytime skgtlag about three
formula and providing education quality and fundingminutes. A partial eclipse will continue until 4:pih. As it passes
oversight. Instead, chaos ensued with 20% - or mothrough Vermont, the speed of the Moon’s shadolagitelerate
- predicted education tax increases for many towngrom 2550 miles per hour to 2860 miles per hour.

based on changes to the formula for weighted Stwe%at is a total solar eclipseAtotal solar eclipse, or total eclipsg

(basic weight, special weights such as those memberso the sun, happens when the moon passes directly betwee
families at 185% or less of the Federal Poverty Level an » Napp P y

qualifying for free and reduced lunches, weightgfades sun and the Earth and co_mpletely covers the entire face_ of
levels, etc.) Population density was part of the formul un. The phenomenon typically only lasts for about two minu

with rural areas receiving more weight, as wasitiaber or those standing within the eclipse’s path of totality. Howev,

of pupils in each of the subdivisions of the small schoog ps:::g:]%‘;“tﬂzes; V"_h'l‘jgu*;ipﬁzgé V;Eggttpv\?ng?hr} é)é"ﬁoﬁ'ﬁ
It is not an easy read. P y S

April, all of North America will experience a partial eclipse b
As part of funding formula, an implementation schedul@nly some states will get to witness the total eclipse.

was presented with a spending cap. It was believed that

schools districts, which would receive large tax increase$ K R X VDQGV RI 9LVL W RU V, 3‘@%“ BV
pecting thousands of nature-loving residents \asitors to

based on the new student weights and the formula t . . . .
take in the solar eclipse on April 8. The estimates are as

created them, should be limited to a 5% tax in@eas 208,000. State employees are being encouraged to work
H . school districts instead ted budgets t g
owever, school districts instead presented budgets RPH LI SRVVLEOH DQG ORFDO JA

included capital projects this year to beat theltiea and

fund projects that would not show a tax increase beyoriPSe for the day or close early. Many schools will be clos
the 5% cap. But, many Boards were thinking the saaye including the MMUUSD, which includes Richmond, Himgtton

) _and Bolton.
"It was an unsustainable move as the proposed projects

be paid even if the taxes were capped. sky," April is mud season in Vermont and all the state park tr

_ . _ are closed due to the fragility caused by the spring snow me
Act 850 was introduced in 2024 to repeal the chjs then % GREAT AMERICAN ECLIPSE.COM

revealed that, without the cap, dozens of districts wouldDVW 7RWDO 6RODU (F O LBW kstltiQe & Rl
have property tax increases that in some casesaqpd solar eclipse crossed the U.S. was August 21,2017. The eclipoes
40 percent. H_850rep|acesthecapwitha“ce'gmdnt," SDWK RI WRWDOLW\ RIAFLDOO\ WRXFKHG VWDWHV EXW RQO\ FRXOG EH
or a tax discount for negatively-affected distridtaould ~ viewed widely in about 10 states - :

EH JUDGXDOO\ SKDVHG RXW RYH@acoRring\ta NBSA. The path

The MMUUSD Board has reduced its budget by $5. %Virsisni?géh&?/zog??Jt(;o;%%?t
million and this budget, and other items that appeared Ofbwed the moon passiﬁg .in fron

the March 5 ballot, will be voted on April 2. of the sun either directly or online el 3 £ e _

Read Diane Wester's School Board Meeting Report defore 2017, it was more than thre
page 9 and the budget proposal, and attend the- infelecades - almost four decadc
mational hearing on March 28 at MMU High School;- since the total solar eclipse of
the meeting also has a virtual link at mmuusd.org und@ebruary 26, 1979, which crosse
"School Board." through Washington, Oregon
Idaho, Montana and North Dakota

A rII 2 Vote before heading north to Canad
p according to NASA.
Richmond Polls The eclipse on April 8 is projected

Richmond Town Center to be different from 2017. For ond
_ thing, it will be travelling over
Open: 7 amto 7 pm a more populated area, throug

TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE

P

Exipie peodicrion By Fred Eipensk

Note: Polls are not at Camels Hump Middlp ~ Dallas, Texas and through citieye 5024 total solar eclipse path crosses from Mexico, through the United States from Texas to Maine, and up
School in Ohio, up through western Newyy K UrR X JK &DQDGD 1$6% V 6FLHQWLAF 9LVXDOL]DWLRQ 6WXGLR

. York, and then angling east over
Huntington Polls northern Vlermont, New Hampshire

Brewster-Pierce School DQG 0DLQH DQG RQZDUG WR 1RYD 6FR WEa re; &ﬁmxﬂi?ﬁlf D%LEW@%I J&ﬁg%?{%ﬁ%ﬂ@

Open: 6:30 am to 7 pm “gr_}_h America off the coast of Newfoundland, Canada, at 5:16 PBtmosphere, called the corona — is much wider giia upcoming

Voters need to enter through a side doer

$Z u v }}IE ]+ v}S }% v [}E o Y}e)/-xl les writien by Heidi Rach continue to page 2
&}OO}A éZ ']PV'X age 1 articles written by Heidi Racht
PRSTD STD
. . POSTAL PATRON .S.
\S Libraries, pp.4 & 5 « Selectboards, pp. 6 & 7 R
‘\-\\ Richmond, VT 05477
\N Schools, pp. 8 & 9 * Honors, p. 9 o e

\55\_)8 Town Meetings, pp. 10 & 11

total solar eclipse than it was during the eclipse in 2017. As the
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Write to Us!

Letters on local topics are encouraged. Please isubm
news@timesinkvt.org . All submissions must havigiaegure
DQG SKRQH QXPEHU IRU YHULAFD
matory tone, or prose likely to incite high blood pressureli
some of the readers, will be reviewed and evaluatethby
Times Ink! Board of Directors before printing.

Opinions &
Other News

etters

encouraging people in the community to make the Rec Field
a town site for viewers to bring their lawn chairs to enjoy
an open view of this "once in a generation" phenomenon. A
table will be there with whatever glasses aredett Librarian
Stacey Symanowicz will have four SUNoculars available for
Moon orbits Earth, its distance from our planet varies. Duringeople to share over the short time of the total eclipse. The
the 2017 total solar eclipse, the Moon was a liitiéarther away ~ viewing box will give a chance to view the eclipse the old-
from Earth than it will be during upcoming total solar eclipsefashioned way - before the special glasses were invented to
causing the path of that eclipse to be a little skinnier. In 2013llow a direct look at the sun without worry ofigis damage.
The Times Inklis published monthly by The Richmond the path ranged from about 62 to 71 miles wide. During the i > 2024 is the | | solar ecli be visible f
Times, Inc., a non-pro t educational corporationtlis  April eclipse, the path over North America will range betweer}hprl i” ISt g astlltgtgldjoDar eclipse o : € V'S'b € from
wholly supported by paid advertising and subscriptions. 1t108 and 122 miles wide — meaning at any given moment, th|se.Cont'lgumJS U, dl]fnt' ) ontgwlss ?Ut' Dgat busy
is mailed free to all 3075 post o ce boxes and housholds  eclipse covers more ground.” Spring cleaning and forget to get outdoors!
of Richmond & Huntington, and the Bolton Access Road.

Eclipse

continued from page 1
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PO Box 532 « Richmond, Vermont 05477
news@timesinkvt.org

"An estimated 31.6 million people live in the path of totality
this year, compared to 12 million in 2017. An additional 150 - -
million people live within 200 miles of the path titality. Aprll 3 BlOOd Drlve

Scientists say the sun is approaching its maximum activity of

its cycle this year, meaning it will be sending off more solaiThe Richmond Congregational Church (20 Church Street)
ADUHV DQG HUXSWLRQV IURP LWV VXl bb Rasting RAWMEQaN BEIC®Ss RARS)(pod \Wrive.
year's total solar eclipse much more dynamic." on April 3 from noon to 6 pm. Appointments are required.

According to théWasHineTon Post, "The sun might put on an Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or go online to
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Do you live outside Richmond or Huntington?
Do you want to keep up with The Times?
Subscribe toTHE TimEs INK! oF RcHMOND

& HuUNTINGTON.

Name

Street or Box No

extra fun show this time around. This year’s eclipse coincidesttps://www.redcrossblood.org/ for more informati@nd

with a period when the sun will be particularly active — at itss0 make an appointment. Or, email dthomas@gmavt.net for
most bustling in two decades. In fact, the active sun will loolassistance.

very spiky, lie a very irritated little hedgehog,’ solar phySiCiSLI'here is a continuous need for blood to help save lives or

Scott Melntosh said.* enable much needed surgeries. Supplies are critical. Please
:KDW:V WKH VDIHVW ZD\ WR It$Is&feZtow R3pringRiidagtian Byosig8ingHIp to donate. Bring a friend,
look at the sun with the naked eye and without any protectioa high school senior, or someone you know who needs

only during the totality phase of a total solar eclipse, but itss RXU VXSSRUW WR EH D AUVW WLPH GR

dangerous to stare directly at the sun at any titherincluding  experience. Just ask a loyal donor to get the scoop. And folks

during a partial solar eclipse. Looking at the sun while wearin KR ZHUHQ W TXDOLAHG LQ WKH SDVW PL

regular sunglasses during a partial solar eclipse is unsafe, anth some changes in the ARC eligibility criteria.
using binoculars or telescopes without the proper equipment,

LQFOXGLQJ VRODU AOWHUV FDQ VHYHUHO\ GDPDJH \RXU H\HV
NASA says on its website that eclipse gazers shagdspecial

VRODU AOWHUV RU "HFOLSVH JODVVE\rquQFQQ-IqVADW%J!H JODVVHV
are not scratched or damaged. S I n FU | | SWI n
The State of Vermont, through various departments, incIudinL g

the Department of Tourism and Marketing and the Vermont . , . - . .
Department of Libraries, has allowed towns to graeno cost, R"?“’“F’“d s popular Friday F.OOd AffaIr is backiin full swing.
these special eclipse glasses. In Huntington, the glasses Wghf winter, eager eaters enjoyed_ Chinese New Year fare, an
available for pickup when residents came to Town Meeting d fan dlnn_er OT curry and other_d|shes,_ and, most recently, a
to vote at the polls. Pairs are still available at the libraries iff€licious Pie Dinner in celebration of Pi Day (3.14).

Richmond and Huntington. The next dinner will be held early next month. Watch for the

The Vermont Department of Libraries helped lodatiies with ~ SI9n i front of the Richmond Congregational Church on the

rograms to engage the community and get residents prepal
IPOI‘ tghe big day. gag Y g prep the menu and sponsor/chefs.
Friday Food Affair's purpose is to offer a nutritious and-deli
cious dinner for any and all and an opportunity to gather at
the end of the week to visit with neighbors and friends. The

meal is by donation as able and all are welcome.

Schools will be distributing the special ecipsesgks to
students, who are also learning about the skies@adsystem.

In Huntington, the Recreation Committee and Librare

GROUP THERAPY FOR
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMALS

"\_7_

SHE'S SO NEEDY !
WHAT ABouUuT
MY NEEDS ?

Mail check or money order to

I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
The Times Ink! PO Box 532, Richmond, VT 05477 |
M|

AUVW DQG WKLUG )ULGD\ RI HDFK PRQW
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Sap Flows: Townwide MMU to Present
Sugarmakers Open House Little Shop of Horrors

Purinton Maple (17,300 T
School presents the 1950

taps), with maple cotton

candy, maple sugar,

maple candy, maple rock musical Little Shop of Her

syrup on ice cream,and rors.

gﬁrzzéia;lf;day, 9-3, and Spawned by a total eclipse of th
T sun, a new breed of plant life thg

Tafts Sugarhouse IHHGV RQ KXPDQ AH|

(10,000 taps) withmaple GLVFRYHUHG E\ GR

cream doughnuts and assistant Seymour Krelborn.

other treats. Saturday andHe names the plant, Audrey I, a
Sunday, 11- 3. )

an homage to his coworker, Au
Mountainside Maple drey. The growing plant attractgs.
(10,000 taps) with free a great deal of business for thigh
coffee and baked sweets. SUHYLRXVO\ VWUXJ
Saturday and Sunday, which greatly pleases his boss, M

Page 3

he Theatre Department a

11-3.
Running Saps
Mapleworks (3300 taps)

with syrup samples,
donuts, and some fun
kids activities. Saturday,
11-4.

MADwood Maple (200

and waffles and syrup
samples. Saturday, 11-3.

Most of the sugarmakers
will have products for
sale.

*RRG VDS ARZ DQG ERLOLQJ FRQGLW L RV@ps aretaiable & the
cold nights and warm days and March isth RZQ &OHUN V 2IAFH DQG %

wﬁgrt]hr:;tt gﬂﬁfrﬁsnﬁegnﬂmﬁr fon ddussgqﬁuntington boasts over 50,000 taps, which cg
pie Syrup 1s p Be found in a mix of commercial and private

Vermont. For boiling operations to begin eaC%perations. This event is intended to rais

year, a prolonged temperature period belo L .
25°F to get high sugar content in the sap, fo\gwareness of the diversity of agriculture an

lowed by a freeze/thaw cycle of cold nights and rest products in the town.

ZDUP GD\V WR JHW WKH VD SThe Rizhti@gton €XrkBraR@NIddnissio
need to make their maple sysrup when the timencourages people to carpool, walk or use oth
is right. means of non-motorized transportation.

A young visitor to a local sugarhouse. Photo: John Burns

The annual Huntington Sugarmakerdg-or more information, contact Josh Burns, (973ware that some young

Open House, sponsored by the Huntingtoh34 -3618.

&RQVHUYDWLRQ &RPPLVVLRQ L\ LDRN LRk 1Rdgno

event is scheduled for March 23 to coincid? .

. . he season, not just on open house day. If
with lzhe dVermont Spring Maple Open HOusecan't make it outjon Open E|ouse day caﬁ ong
Weekend. '

Included in this year's tour are:

. b
Audubon Vermont (600 taps), with sugarbus?o have you stop by.

tours, syrup taste tests, and scavenger hunts.

Sugar on snow and jugs of our Bird-FriendlyAdditionally, Mountainview Mapleworks at

Maple syrup will be available for sale. Saturdaghe Giroux Family Farm, 1324 Kenyon Road

and Sunday, 11-4. Richmond will be participating in the Vermont
Spring Maple Open House Weekend.

Mount Mansfield
Community Television

Your one stop for all Town Meeting
and local election coverage

MMCTV

Comcast Channels 1076 & 1086

Online at bit.ly/MmctvVideos AND YouTube @MMCTV
MtMansfieldCtv.org

taps) with pancakes |

u
ou

the sugarmakers listed inside to see if they cz;anom(aStIC abuse.
accommodate a visit on another day. If they aféerformances are Frida
oiling, chances are they'd be more than hap@nd Saturday, April 5

Mushnik. But the plant’s need fo
food grows and Seymour turng
to Audrey’s boyfriend, a sadistig
dentist to help satisfy the plant’4
seemingly unquenchable appetite®

Srop in & 5%
the N‘m‘zfﬂg

r ot
wew P

Scenes from the MMU
Theatre Department's
April production of
LiTTLE SHop oF HORROR.
Courtesy photos

Tickets are $7 for stu
dents, children, MMU
faculty and staff and
$10 General Admission.
Tickets will be on sale at
school starting on April
1. Tickets are available
NOW online at tinyurl.
com/MMULittleShop.

This comic horror mu
ro
Sical is fun for the whole

family, but please be

children may find the (&
large plant puppets
Scary. And, this play |8
antains the portrayal of

)

and 6, at 7:30 pm, and
Sunday, April 7, at 2 §
pm - which just happens
to be the weekend priorss
to the upcoming total |l

eclipse of the sun, so
beware!

Food is a Basic Human Right
Tues 10-1« urs 4-6 - Sat 10-1

e Richmond Food Shelf purchased and distributed
over $44,000 of food in 2023
We serve an average of 71 families per month.

ank you to the many individuals and businesses who support
food security in our community.

If you can, please make a donation via check or PayPal.
Checks can be dropped o or mailed to PO Box 174, Richmond, VT 054f7.

Richmond

FOOD SHELF & THRIFT STORE
richmondfoodshelf the.org Flours: Tues 10-1, urs 4-6, Sat
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Aedvanced Ulellness _ HOURS:
MASS5AGE AND BODYWOREK
only Tues & Thurs 10-1

Fri 10-5 ¢ Sun 1-4
434-4583

hpl@gmavt.net

Huntington

Public Library

www.huntingtonlibraryvt.org
%HDYHU 3IbR BUiD Hsle, beaver Phili

6 PR FEPEE PG FUBBWR Ue b &tkNLP@%u&agce Sehmitt

We are excited to announce that we are now o ering
a line of high quality supplements, nutritional
products,probiotics and skincare for the whole family.
Call or email for more infomation.
www.advancedwellnessvt.com
A oov ««A%>Pu JoX }u { WZW

Stead:| SHip - A CONTAINER SHIP'S

R AHOG ZDON %A’Wﬂféﬁq—mr@%b ar%ﬁ Sevaic Ric

Beaver complex, 440 Taft Road, with IandownerRESCUEby Chris Gall! WaNT To BE SPAGHETT!
permission. Saturday, April 6, 10 am- noon'by Keira Wright-RuizBic Truck PLAYDATE by
Come on two feet or two wheels - or if four urie CarmodyOur Nim Hut - A SToRY I
wheels, please park on the east side of the road,_ PriLipAgS by Rachel AbalosTHe TRuTH
This is a Nature Literacy Program co-sponsoreg ;. - p- aconsby Lulie LeungBic by Vashiti

by the Huntington Pgblic Librgry_and the@l—larrison;Bm Bunny by Rowboat Watkins.
Huntington Conservation Commission. Real

up on the wonders of beavers - there are manyX Y H Q L O H JapkrEAKER BYQChristina
books for all ages at the Library. Wyman; THe Fork, THE WiTCH AND THE WORM

. . - TALE FROMALAGAESIS by Christopher Polini.
(JJ +XIQ vélebration of National Brothers .
& Sisters Day join us at the Library foran Egg-XYHQLOH 1ERQréehyVAnRyRash
Hunt 0n Saturday, March 30. The egg hunt ig+e WorLp Never SLeers by Natalie Rompella;
apen for ages 0-6, with snacks, prizes, craftSwiMming Home by Susan Hand Shetterly;
games, music and dancing for kids of all aged=cLipseby Darcy PattisorEmerGENCY VEHICLES
E\ .DW\ "X Mir@s@ SoLArR EcLipse?

by Dana Meachen Ra;HE MAGNIFICENT
This event is sponsored by Huntington LittlesMicraTion by Sy Montgomery.

WhatsApp and the Huntington Public Library. _y v y QLOH *U D SAoRimd Ri6hO V
If you have Huntington kids under 6 years, toq_ oo can Sweee HisTory Comics -
join, reach out to mctoddfamily@gmail.com. s, by Kate HannigahSUNNY Makes HER

6HHG 6ZDS D@gBhé&RIEdt®Inday, Case by Jennifer HolmCrossMy HEART AND

April 7, 11am to 1 pm. Come meet fellow Never Lie by Matt BagguleyTHe Tea Dracon

gardeners in town, pick up new ideas, and shareaPesTry by K. O'Neill.

seeds. Coffee and tea will be ready and hot. "HHNO\ &RIIHH &KDW ZLWK 'F

L E.G PLLC
©}Ev C
— A

L EG

P L :
W | C TS

SU WXKX }/&E 006i0ioriiooU %Z}v | did

ulvs ifiodo 0 WE >ASP}E-I(

S >

JE .

The hunt starts at 9:30 am sharp.

Your ad.
This space.
$35.

The Tighes Ink!

Advertise with us!

Contact Meg Northrop at

advertising@timesinkvt.org Prepay? Save 5%.

When there’s room

for improvement,
but not the equipment.

Pavement breakers. Concrete saws. Rotary hammers. Get your project

started with professional-quality tools and expert, local advice.

Just Adsk

RENTAL

021 )5, T 6$7 $ 681

BEHIND EVERY PROJECTISA

Richmond Home Supply
9HPSYVHK :[YLL[ «
434-2887

1HZ $G X O WCHuelaWg GR @ by Kiley
Reid; THE LasT DeviL To Die by Richard
OsemanTHe Risk oF DarRkNESs by Susan Hill;
THRONE OF GLASS, HEIR OF FIRe, CouRT OF MisT
AND Fury, Courr oF Wings andRuin by Sarah
Maas; THis OTHER EpeEn by Paul Harding;
Berore WE WERE Innocent by Ella Berman;
WAaNDERING StaRs by Tommy OrangeTHe
WaTers by Bonnie-Jo CampbellTHe Guest
by B.A. Paris:THERE SHouLD HAVE BEEN EIGHT
by Nalini Singh;THe Measureby Nikki Erlick.

$GXOW 1RQAEA¥ANRYEIla Francis
SanderstnciTing Joy by Ross Gay2024NiGHT
Sky ALMANAC; THE MiLKWEED LANDS - AN EPiC
StorY oF ONE PLANT - ITs NATURE AND EcoLocy
by Eric Lee-MaderTHE BRILLIANT ABYSS -
ExpLORING THE MAJESTIC HIDDEN LIFE OF THE
Deep OceaN AND THE LOOMING THREAT THAT
ImpeRILS IT by Helen ScalesfHe WiLp PLAcEs
by Robert MacFarlan€EMERGENCE MAGAZINE
- EcoLoay, SpRITUALITY AND CuLTure 2023
Compenpium WHAT WE Sow- ON THE PERSONAL,
EcoLocicAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
Seeps by Jennifer Jewell; Boing UNDER THE
INFLUENCE - CYCLING ACROSSAMERICA IN SEARCH
oF BirRps AND Recovery by Dorian Anderson;
NATURE' s TEMPLES - A NATURAL HisToRY oF OLD-
GrowTH FORESTS - REVISED AND EXPANDED by
Joan MaloofMarteriaL WoRLD - THE Six Raw
MATERIALS THAT SHAPE MODERN CiVILIZATION
by Ed Conway.

Picture Books This Book I1s BANNED by Raj
Haldar; THe NortH WIND AND THE SuN by

KEITH DUNBAR
AMSOIL wholesale
distributor of
performance motor oils. |
See how you can save ||
$$$ and buy locally!

Call me at 802-373-4588
check out my website:
jkpropertymaintenance.com ¢ shopamsoil.com

Wednesday at 9 am-10:30 am. Don has strong
coffee and a variety of morning treats for a
delicious way to break up the week by meeting
friends in a great place. You can browse for
books and check them out while you are there,
too. Senior event sponsored by the Community
Senior Center. Free event.

J)DPLO\ "URS LQ 3%alidaylUsRiX S
13, 9 am to noon. Come meet other families
with small children in a supportive setting. The
Library will be open to mull around, browse,
and even check out material, children can play
with toys and an easy seasonal craft will be out.
Coffee and tea will be available. Please bring
your own shack.

30DQHW + XSundayQMaktR 24, 5:30
pm. Join hosts and presenters Barb Winters
and Don Dresser for the second part of their
trip to Portugal.

Story Time and Play Group, Fridays, 9:15am-
10:30am. Bring your little person ages 0 — 5
to listen to some books, sing songs, do a little
crafting, and have some fun! All are welcome!

% RRN *UeXdurth Saturday of every
month at 10am. Join a group of avid readers
who love to discuss books. March's reatkHs
Bruest Eve by Toni Morrison. New readers
always welcome.

$IWHUVFKR R Grideyd i Apfl except
April 26), 2:30 pm to 4:30pm (ish) There are
also games and drawing supplies for anyone
who would needs a break from LEGOs. A light
snack will be provided.

9DFDWLRQ $IWHUQRRQ )DPLO\ OF

Join your friends and neighbors for a matinee!
Friday, April 26, 2 pm. Families and children

are invited to watctKunc Fu Paxoa WKH AUV W

movie). Bring your friends and something cozy
to snuggle with and we will pop the popcorn.

30HDVH QRWH WKDW WKH /LEUDU

6XQGD\ O0DUFK



April 2024  The Times Ink!

Page 5

Open to the
Public.

Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday
10-5
Wednesday 10 -8
Saturday 10 - 2

Call for Porch
Pick Up

434-3036

Richmond
Free Library

www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org

library@richmondvt.gov

|
!\

$UH <RX 5HDG\ IRU WK NASS U LCdokbpobiDIB Zdbkbook Club meets monthly
Solar System Ambassador Bridget Kimsey willon second Saturdays at noon. On April 13, the
be at the Library on March 23 at 11 am to getyroup will be discussing and eating recipes
us ready for the big 2024 Total Solar Eclipsefrom Maple: 100 Sweet and Savory Recipes
Eclipse 101: Get to know what to look for, howFeaturing Pure Maple Syrup. Space is limited
to look for it, and how to keep your eyes ancand registration is required. Email Suzanne at
animals safe! Friends and families of all ageskrohn@richmondvt.gov for information or
are welcome. No registration necessary. to sign up.

JUHH (FOLSVH 9L Htelieary wdl D \Wewd \Geed Library Our new seed library is
begin distributing free eclipse viewing glassesRIAFLDOO\ RSHQ IRU

My Re/Max North

Professionals
Above
wCrowd!s

Linda St. Amour
Specializing in this area
for over 25 years.

434-2450
777-6244 cell
Istamour@gmavt.net

o

Your Local Realtor!

BOLTON
BOLTON VALLEY
HINESBURG
HUNTINGTON
JERICHO

JONESVILLE
RICHMOND
STARKSBORO
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provided by STAR Library Network at our “check out” some of our seeds generously
Eclipse 101 event on March 23. Any remainingdonated by High Mowing, FedCo, Annie’s andl

glasses will be available at the library for pickupSeed Savers Exchange. If possible, plan to saye
during open hours.

9H U P R Q W REH |bigs \libraries and
community groups around Vermont in a bi
community discussion dfast NicHT AT THE ~ AARP Volunteer Tax Preparers Volunteers
TeLecraPH CLus, by Malinda Lo. The book working with AARP are meeting with seniors
is suited for teens and adults and focuses onte prepare tax returns in the library community
Chinese-American young woman coming ofroom on Tuesday mornings, February 6 - Apri
age in 1950s San Francisco. Copies of the bodk Call the library to schedule an appointment
are available to take home (to keep or to borrow) .

now. We're following up our book discussion th(e) ;;;’Znion; Lo)url;giz Vc\)/nLAT)r?; 'Z? gsp?r:\lto
with a free swing dancing lesson on Friday April iSCUSSATLAS oF THE Human HEARE by Brene

5, at 6 pm, and a paper lantern-making prOJe‘grown. Contact Gwen Landis (434-5012;

with Radiate Art Space on Sunday, April 21, a ; ; )
3 pm. Register for either or both activities bygv_ve;nnle1_972@yahoo.com) for information on
oining this group.

emailing or call us. J
. ; ; 0\VWWHU\ %R RIbinu8iRtKeSMezzanine
‘HOFRPH 1HZWEMBIELE breting our gaounge on April 18 at 7 pm to discugéLop

and bring back some of your harvested seeds fpr
next year! Stop in or email skrohn@richmondvt
ggov for more information.

youngest residents and future book lovers stice, by Phillip Margolin. Contact Maureen
our annual baby brunch and book dedication o arent (434-2055, msparent@gmavt.net) witk

Summer Camp &
'j' Registration
for enrollment.
Tiny Tot Princess Camps &

Arabesqgueetc.
IS up and ready
Combo Camps for all ages.

Visit Arabesqueetc.com or call Martina Pr@@2-383-8468

Arabesque Etc. Dance LLC

Sunday, April 7. We have mailed out invitations i
to Richmond families who welcomed a new@"Y uUestions.

baby in 2023 but if you should have receivedar& OLPDWH $FWLRQ % BoRalord V
invitation and one did not arrive, do not despairtion with Richmond Climate Action Committee, RA B I E S C L I N I C

Call the Library.

6RODU (FOLSVH 6H® Netph@urH
young library patrons understand and prepar
for Vermont's total solar eclipse on April 8, we

we will be discussingHe QUICKENING: CREATION
D+C>@qwm at the Ends of the Earth, by

%jlizabet ush, on May 22 at 7pm. Copies df

the book will be available in early April.

will have a scavenger hunt set up throughou& KLOGUHQ -V $UW QruleaR f®N UIDLQH

the Library during the month of March. CuriousThe Fermata Arts Foundation in Avon, Gon
kids can hunt for images of the sun in all phasesecticut, we will be displaying sixteen drawings
of the eclipse and take note of what time the sudone by students of the Vasylkivskyi Children’s
will appear in our sky like that on Eclipse Day.Art School in 1zyum, Kharkiv region, Ukraine.
The hunt begins and ends at the youth desk dRanging in age from 9 to 14, students creatg
WKH VHFRQG ARRU a piece in support of Fermata’s mission of-prg

/HJR &\WehBve loads of Legos. PeriodicallymOtIng peace through arts and culture.

we offer multi-week sessions of after-school:HHNO\ ORQWKO\ &KL O @k Q

Lego Club fun for ages 4 - 12. Lego enthusiastly programs at the RFL run from Septembe
work together or separately to build amazinghrough May and follow the MMUUSD sched

projects. No registration is necessary, just comele for vacation days and weather closure day.

play. The next six-week Lego Club session will .
be on Tuesdays, March 12 — April 16, from 36 WRU\WLPH Jteljodd) Ris kick

[N

\Y

WHEN? Saturday, March 23
WHERE?  Huntington

Town Garage
FROM? 9 am to noon
PRICE?  $20 per shot

Microchipping available.

* APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE.
(huntingtonvt.org or richmondvt.gov for link).

SWRIKINE WELCOME.

* ALL LEASHED DOGS AND CONTAINED CATS WELCOME.

Huntington & Richmond residents can register their dogs on this day.
REMEMBER: 2024 DOG REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 1

Masks optional.

om to 4 pm off with stories and action songs in the Libran
' Community Room and then the toys come out

IRFDO &KLOGUHQ- -V $XW K RUfrel Ry Nitth filddds InévJand old. Co-
6 W R U \BolyBHlove sharing the outdoors sponsored by the Library and the Lund Cente
with the young people in your life? Joinus.LGV LQIDQW WKURXJK AYH
for this interactive book reading suited forups are invited to join the fun on Wednesday.
2—6-year-olds. Debut children’s author andfrom 10 am until noon.

local musician Rusty Charpentier will be
singing songs, leading games, and reatiifgy
BeautiFuL Outsipe Topav. In this story, two
kitties venture outside to enjoy the weather n
matter the season, reminding us that any day
a beautiful day with exciting and fun things to
do. This book is full of positivity and excitement
for spending the day together with loved one
and enjoying nature. Join us in the Communit
Room on Saturday, April 13, at 10:30.

YJUHH @PauXd in the entryway and browse the
bins. Everything is free. There are many adu
DVDs featuring great movies and TV shows ang
DGXOW AFWLRQ DQG QRQAF
See something you like — take it.

continue to page 17

I\HDUV D

The Tigkes Ink!

OF RICHMOND & HUNTINGTON

Do you like to write?

Are you interested in learning more about
our communities?

Consider writing for the  TiMES INK.

+Feature Writer Needed+
People businesses, more. There's a lot going on here.

ulJosdto Ev uUulE W v Ae>VYu o]le\éX}CEP
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Richmond Selectboard
E aS t e r Reported by Mark Aiken for this piece of the project.

S r'V i Te Richmond Selectboard met on MondayDa”a also explained some grant opportunities

March 4, just 24 hours before “go-time”—for the Richmond Free Library’'s Board
that is Fl{ichmond‘s Town Meeting. members voted to give the Library permission to

apply for grants supporting high speed internet

Richmond Cong regatlonal Church Selectboard Chair Jay Furr, who would run (angy the Library and for repair to the Library’s
win) the next day unopposed took advantage QEmp and steps.
434-2053 » www.rccucc.org the Public Comment period to point out that this ,
HOLY WEEK would be Selectboard member Jeff Forward's(F O L SV H &lrvewikded/the Board that
AQDO PHHWLQJ LQ WKLV URAPN& P24 thete vithRe §pRie erlppec
_ for his service the phehomenon that occurs when the earth, sun,
March 24 - 10 am Palm Sunday Worship & Brunch . and moon line up. Such an event is exceedingly
with Revs. Katelyn Macrae & Doug Wysockey-Johnson RZQ OHHWLQJ SHHALRGWW \Bd ByG R possible that Vermont will see
item — old news by the time this report seegnany visitors as the state is one of the prime
March 29 - 7 pm Good Friday Worship daylight — was a reminder that Town Meetingyie\ing locations for the event.
would be held the next day at Camels Hump id that b the And Forest
March 31 - 7 am Easter Sunrise at the Volunteers Green Park Middle School and that the meeting agend&Ur" Said that members of the Andrews Fores
. A : and Town Report were available on on thétd Richmond Trails Committees have been
10 am Easter Celebration Worship with RCC Choir - Richmond town website made aware of the event and that any mud
"For the love of God" ' season trail closures should be publicized.

Furr noted that the school budget vote wasnoY k HUH ZLOO EH D SROLFH RIAFH

to be held on Town Meeting Day; that vote wagmportantly — Port-o-Potties at Volunteer Green
rescheduled for April 2 as a result of changegy the event. The Library has over 200 eclipse-
at the state level regarding school fu”d'”gviewing glasses which will be handed out at
Town Manager Josh Arneson noted that somgy, gqycational event on March 23. Richmond

residents had already turned in ballots tha§qhoos have glasses for staff and students.
included the school budget vote. He noted that

those school budget ballots would be discardeg€lectboard member David Sander stated the
and new ballots remailed. He also emphasizeffiPortance of informational postings so people

Sun. y .E.p:l:'. 14+ 4:00 -6:00 pP-1m. that the state was reimbursing towns for th&NOW where to park. Board member Forward

Madeleine Roger

cost of the revote. said he heard estimates that 200,000 to 600,000
eople m%y visit Vermont for the eclipse.
(S J &RPPLW

1 $SSRLQWPHQW WR +RXHeL W
Richmond 0 4 Board then considered Andrew Mannix, 3 R OLFLQJ TBeSEbarthhidard an update

an applicant for one of three vacancies O'ﬁrom the Police Governance Committee which

Congregatlonal ] - the Housing committee. (Three vacanciesPasically said that everything is currently

ChurCh Surprising, considering how much interestworking well and that laII parties are keeping
residents have shown in this issue over th@ close eye and working hard to keep things

past several months in the form of social mediat Wway.
postings and discussions at various meetings3 X UFKDVH RI D 1HZ 5RBeGVLGH

www.valleystage. net Selectboard members voted unanimously t@oard discussed, then voted to purchase a new

appoint Mannix to the committee. mower for the sides of Richmond’s roadways.
802-434-4563

'LVFXVVLRQ RI 1R ORUH &DRPRAMmenbRy Randennpied that Richmond was
Ryan Dinneen from the Casella Waste Dropoff2mous for having well-maintained roadways,
Center on Rogers Lane described a plan to stgf'd this is no mistake.

accepting cash at the transfer site. He noted thgtK H 5HVW R | \\b&léttifokrH memieds
seven other locations have gone cashless agdt April 1, 2024 (no joke) for a hearing

. that exact change would be accepted. He saish the fiscal year 2025 Capital Plan. They

C{) .(_ .(_ PhySICal _Therapy Yoga that advance notice would be given before theliscussed the Childcare Contribution payroll
ovein Pelvic Health change was implemented. tax for town employees. The Board approved
ooh Empowering Individuals JLEUDU\ &RQVWUXFWLRQ DX8®@hpreHigyon ienges foy Cumberland

- 8'S G DBV Trustee Laurie Dana updatedFarms and the Richmond Market, and they
c‘{‘:s"h E JHE] ._Z IvP SZ }oo the Board on ;‘r{e upcoming constructio% to th@pprov?d First Class quu’or licenses for Papa
%’ Serving humanity for over 20 years. exterior of the library building using ARPA McKee's Pizza and Stone’s Throw Pizza. They
%YVP v A o] vie 0}}I]vP &} pv }A E funds. The work is scheduled to be done anffviewed advice from the town's attorney
§Z E}}E pe + }($Z ]E Z 08Z ]e+y] completed this summer, Dana said. One notgnd the Vermont League of Cities and Towns
] was the fact that several trees will have to béédarding subcommittee meetings and the
o]*}v ]I vU WdU WdU Wzd { i6f X D ]

vU \ 0i v A taken down in order for the work to be per Open Meeting Law. Finally, they reviewed and
0]*}v>%}S vSu}l}v@E]e]JvPX }u { AAAX%}S v

formed, so the Board members discussed ho@PProved minutes, purchase orders (there were
to fund this work (tree maintenance isn't really2ctu@lly none), and warrants, and went home
a capital investment and as such doesn't real§g2dy to return to CHMS the next morning for

qualify for ARPA funding). The Board opted to Richmond's Town Meeting.

~

TUR

?_% Elemmt Nail Salon Open Tues - Sin use funds from the Town Center Reserve Fund
Cold Frames as Season Extenders

It’s Paradise Pedicure Season!

* Pedicurest Manicures*

Massage * Facials * Nail Extensions * Fills * Eyebrow Waxing
802-482-PEDI (7334)  Appointments Required - COVID guidelines  Gift Certificates Available
www.elementnailsalonvt.com ElementNailSalonVT@gmail.com 90 Mechanicsville Rd., Hinesburg, VT

The Tighes Ink! IIAGUEeS!
This space.

Advertise with us! $ 3 5
Contact Meg Northmp at ' Now is the time to think about planting early spring greens. A season-extending cold frame can be built

advertising@timesinkvt.org Prepay? Save 5%. using an old window and salvaged wood to allow for earlier planting and harvest of many vegetables
including spring greens like lettuce. See article on page 17. Photo: Bernadette Kaufmann/Pixabay,
FRXUWHV\ Rl WKH 890 ([WHQVLRQ 6\VWHP
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Huntington Selectboard

206G 7RZQ )R UGhNtaHded THudty
. Forrester Ethan Tapper presented the Old To
he Huntington Selectboard metgqret plan. He supports the continued passivi

on February 12, 19 and 26. TopicSmanagement of the plan and remarked thg
_included a conversation with the localthe Huntington Community Forest is actively
legislative delegation, whether to supportnanaged. Discussion focused on a reasonabff
a grant application for an electric vehiclejmetable for reconsideration of the plan,

charging station, reducing erosion on the Texagasements, invasive species, use of voluntee
Hill buyout property, the Old Town Forest ang monitoring actions. The Selectboard
management plan, the archeological repordypported the plan.

Reported by Paul Susen

Colby Bevins, Owner

* Local experienced Huntington based contractor
* Interior/exterior

* No job too big or too small

* Decks, spring cleaning, major exterior maintenan

- - Now scheduling the 2024 season
Painting & Finishing

on the preferred alternative wastewater site, a ]
revised memorandum of understanding with/ RZHU 9LOODJH DObeis/& iy H

the Library Trustees, recommendation from th&0nsulting Engineers out of South Burlington,

Old Firehouse Committee, highway operations/€POrted on the archeological study of the
communications and appointments. preferred alternative wastewater project site

in the Lower Village. No concerns were found

Senator Bray, Senator Hardy, RepresentatiVghich means that the Selectboard can contint
Stevens and Representative Wood met witky \york on the questions of feasibility and
the Selectboard to discuss pending 'eg'SIat'Vﬁffordability.

changes which would affect the town, including

ARRG SODLQV UHDSSUDLVDUPRYE RRE RRHY BHAGRT Y
law. Senator Bray Chairs the Natural Resourced 10N9, involved process, the Selectboart
and Energy Committee. As to river corridorsS/gn€d a Memorandum of Understanding
and flood plains, the modifications would with the Library Trustees in November 2022.

update mapping, and change rule making anginat memorandum was to be reviewed an..
permitting. reauthorized on an annual basis. However, that

%/$&.)2B2:,1*)

%UHDNGRZQV ¥ $FFLGHQ
¥ )ODWV *DV -XPSV
&DUV £ ORWRUF\FOHV £t 31
"UHFNHU f )ODWEHG

5RG :HVW 2ZQHU f 6L(
HVW O0DLQ 6W O5LF

Expert o Help e Fast

o process was not completed in 2023. Agreemefpt
However, this writer notes that the Governory, non-substantive changes have been mafie

as well as the Agency of Natural Resourceg,q hoth parties have now agreed to the revisd
have already expressed concerns. Under theemorandum.

subject of reappraisals, the legislators noted

that action on regulations by the tax departmenfg_‘ OHDQLQJ 2XW WK HThé @@
remains pending, definition of assets ard rehouse Committee expressed its desire
being considered for expansion to includ iscard odds and ends from that .bundlng. Th
non-property and more frequent reappraisal$©lectboard supported the idea with the requ
should be expected. Previous articles havi1at the committee share what is availabl
noted that limited resources, both human anf€fore the objects are tossed. Also, there mgy

AQDQFLDO KDYH PDGH Lw b&applicRllednpniasavailgplg idhis nyipe

Young's Small Engine Reg

Lawnmowers & Tillers

Jim Young
434-3993

conduct appraisals more frequently. Expansioff 0™ the Chittenden County Solid Wast
of opportunities to participate in public District Clean Up Fund.

802-495-6376 colbybevins422@gmall.

WYV *

ce-we can do it ¢

com

‘LQF
RENRXWYV
FNXSV t (
&UDQH

FH
PRQG

meetings has been discussed in the legislaturgransportation The Selectboard voted to sign
This would be accomplished by requiring thethe 2024 Vermont Agency of Transportation
meetings to be made hybrid so that peopl€ertificate of Compliance for Town Roads
could participate online. However, there areand Bridge Standards and Network Inventory.
towns, including Huntington, where technicalUnder public comment, a resident inquired
obstacles currently preclude live interactiveabout the radar sign south of the village on the
meetings being conducted over the interne¢ast side of Main Road before East Street angl
as well. It should be noted that the proposedfter you pass Raven Ridge Road on the left
FY24-25 budget includes $1000 from ARPAThe resident asked whether the sign could bg
funds for the purchase of hybrid technologymoved further uphill to provide drivers with

equipment. In the latimes Ink!, | mentioned  more notice regarding the change in speed limi
that the Selectboard had received a letter frorfrom 35 mph to 25 mph in the village. Readers
the state advising them of the projected increasgre reminded that the radar sign in question wa
in property taxes on the education side of th@lown from the stakes in the major windstorm
ledger. Although the Selectboard stated it migh&ind returned to the town garage to be repaired.
bring up the matter with the delegation, the issu&he Selectboard stated it would discuss the
was not broached. matter with the Highway Foreman.

1L[ RQ &KDUJLQJ 6WDWLRQ IRHW(\®H B W LRJFIokésS2@ lisgeived
A discussion was held over two meetingsfrom a resident expressing concerns regarding
about whether to support a grant applicationhe availability of recordings from meetings,
which would result in the installation of a location of bollards (short thick posts used to di

charging station for electric vehicles at eitherY HUW WUDIAF DQG HPDLO , QTliJIE Y:Sé?t %flaﬁst“IWUﬁngvTﬁgvﬂl\%E ﬁ\lK to every household and
{

the Audubon parking area or the Library. Thethat recordings were available upon request an
Selectboard did not support the proposal fothat the bollards were not in violation of zoning
several reasons including concerns regardinggulations. An additional letter was received
public safety; unknown insurance costsifrom the same resident which was circulated
whether enough local demand exists; reserveut not discussed nor made public. Finally, aj
space would be required; uncertain towrletter was received from a different Huntington
AQDQFLDO DQG ORJLVWLF Drésiderit @holsawd_HRQoinidd réghMinéthe
station takes a substantial amount of time turning of tree debris from the road rights of
charge an EV vehicle (3-phase power is noz D\ DIWHU WKH UHFHQW VL

:ihva|lablg in .H‘untmgto_n), (.expandlrjg rathelr $S SR L Q WIReHS@Ieétgoard made the-fol
an maintaining SEIVICES, assuming ‘f’l ro Ffowing appointments: Nate Sands as Tree-War
comparable o a public utility company; andden (one year term), Becky Cozzens as Town
equity. 6HUYLFH 2IAFHU RQH \HDU
)(0$ 3URSHUW)\ 0 DEM@swrHa) DaQdFLishda Fickbohm as Town Hall Commit
the Texas Hill buyout property has been theee members (three-year terms), Jenn Randaj
source of continued interest and concernas Planning Commission Representative or
The Conservation Commission requested thaDevelopment Review Board (one-year term),
$3000 of their $10,000 allocation (if voters Susan Gulrajani as Development Review Boarg
support the proposed FY 2024-2025 budgePHPEHU AQDO \HDU RI DQ
at town meeting) from ARPA funds for this term), Jeannette Segale and Guthrie Smith
FY24-25 project be used for topping trees whil&Conservation Commission members (four-yeaar[
maintaining the root systems. The Selectboarterms), and Jennifer Esser as Conservatio
supported the idea. Further discussion centeraommission member (three-year term).
on use of the remaining funds and when this
work might be projected to take place.

X LV
QLAFDBV(%\%VL}Q

WHUPR XHUG\RARDOWNLRQ ZH VXJJHVW

HILVWK®) WKPHHMHDQN LV D
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Canine Visitor Inspires Student Writing

Ms. Motta's First Grade Class at Brewster-Piercenbtéal School has a regular canine visitor each ) ) ) )
week. Tipper and his humans, Juliet and Papa Pete, come to visit and interact with the studenldpoer is a therapy dog. She is gentle. Tipper is fun.

adults during writing time. Tipper inspires the writers. Please read their work below. She is soft and Tipper is playful Tipper is black
Tipper has big whiskers. Tipper is 13 years old.
Tipper is a therapy dog and Tipper is soft. The color —Evan
of Tipper is black. Tipper is gentle. Tipper is 13. |
really, really like Tipper Tipper came to visit. | like when she visits. Tipper is
—Gretta 13 years old.
—Emmet

Tipper is a therapy dog and therapy dogs help people
stay calm.
—Kassel

Tipper is a therapy dog. Tipper is soft.
—Emmett

Tipper is a girl with long ngernails and she has long
whiskers. Tipper is 13.
—Hunter

Juliet and Papa Pete look at the work done by the students during the classroom visit by Tipper,
the therapy dog. Photos: Aimee Motta

i enjo
star visitor to Ms. Motta's First Grade class, calmly en)

- and the
Tipper the therapy dog mitiers.

attention of some of her many

Tipper is a therapy dog. She is fun and gentle, soft
and cute and cuddly! She is a girl and she is 13 years !
old.

—Alyssa

Tipper is a therapy dog, she is sweet and soft. Her fur
Is black. She is 13.
—Atom

She walks around the classroom. Tipper has soft fur. Tipper is a black dog. I love that she walks around
Feel her fur. the school.
—Kayra —Oliver

Tipper is gentle and playful. She likes to come. Her ~ Tipper is a therapy dog and a nice dog. Tipper’s color
color is black. She is 13 years old. is black.
—Rylie —Opall

Tipper is a therapy dog. | like Tipper because she is  Tipper is a therapy dog. She has dark fur.
black. —Sully
—Elena
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MMUUSD Board

Reported by Diane Wester Itwas determined the budget and articles neede
HOHFW RIAFHUV ZRXOG

6FKRRO %RDUG OHHWLQJYV 1>H7é %H@ét@ﬂ‘éé for old ballots (discarded) and

he lion's share of time spent in the two €W ballots, both paper and in-person were|
| P explained. Flyers and public notices will be

February meetings was devoted to tryin
to make sense of the twists and turns in tt?ree published with the current numbers.

education funding plan revised by MontpelierVoting on the school budget will be April 2,
through Act 127. 2024.

The District had an approved budget before thBoard members emphasized that community,
State suggested adding more to it for one timmembers should communicate with their
capital expenditures to being the total undefegislators about the property tax structure and
10%. Due to a quick reversal in the law from theax formula. The Board is responsible only for
legislature, the District removed these one timsetting a budget that will meet the needs of the
expenditures of $5.5 million from the budget tostudents.

retum it to its original condition. Brown’s River Principal Kevin Hamilton

The overall increase of this budget is 8.77%reported on the state of the school emphasizing

Holy Week Services

March 28: Maundy Thursday
(Tenenbrae) 7:30 pm

March 31:
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service
at the Cozzens' home (TBA)

Church Service at 9 am

Alleluia

DHHG praqq HODpuqHG

“A Place to Belong, to
Believe, to Become..."

Rev. Fred Little, Jr, Pastor
Sunday Worship Service on the Home Page of the website listed below.

4910 Main Road, Huntington Center
www.communitychurchofhuntington.org

i CqEMMUN ITY™

CHURCH or

JEL HUNTINGTON

The largest contributing factor to this increaseCommunity/Family engagement, participation

is double-digit health insurance costs. The lash clubs, and participation in the advisory

teacher’s contract edged in the salary increas@eriod. It was noted during the generation of g

over a few years — including this one. Theraghe budget meetings that the greatest need fo
was also a relatively nominal increase due teounseling occurred during the middle school
LQADWLRQ years.

The total budget the Board approvedDue tothe extensive Act 127 discussions during
unanimously for FY 25 was $60,123.48. Therghese two meetings, all committee reports and
are no additional new programs from last yeaipolicy governance reports were postponed to

The capital expenditures needed for thealater fate.

buildings will be handled over time, someThe next regularly scheduled school board
through the Capital Improvement Fund, somameeting is March 11, 2024.

probably funded through a bond request, in

order of greatest need.

Valley Stage to Present Two
April Concerts in Richmond

Above, local band Marsh Lights will perform in Richmond on April 4; below, Canadian singer—songwrite{l
are

Madeleine Roger will take the stage on April 14 as part of the P.M. Sundays concert series. Both even
SURGXFHG E\ 9DOOH\ 6WDJH

built over years of performing
together makes for a band that
can go light and heavy, solemn
and joyful, fast and slow.

Madeleine Roger is a singer-
songwriter from Winnipeg,
Manitoba. While skillfully
accompanying herself on
acoustic guitar, it is her artistry
as a songwriter that can silence
a room, uniting her lyrical
prowess with breathtaking
melodies that linger long after
they are sung. Don Sheldon,
producer of the concert series, notes "She will

Local bandMarsH LicHTs wil perform on
Thursday, April 4 at 7 pm as part of the ValleyEH RXU AQDO SHUIRUPHU IR
Stage season, while the monthly P.M. Sundaysoncerts will take place at the Richmond

concert will have Canadian Madeleine RogeiCongregational Church at 20 Church Street.

take the stage on Sunday, April 14, beginnindickets are $25 in advance and $27.50 day of
at4 pm.

Marsh Lights plays acoustic folk-grass music are $17.50 in advance and $20 day of show.

with a hyper-literate edge and beautifulFor more information about these concerts,
execution. Colby Crehan and her band-matesickets and all Valley Stage events: www.

have received accolades, including Vermontalleystage.net or contact Don Sheldon at 802-
Vocalist of the Year and Vermont Song 0f434-4563 or don@valleystage.net

the Year (Tammie Awards, Barre-Montpelier

N 6 3 U B ,.,\,, €7 U
RAE !"10 6 &4
o

% "AEAZ €1 STEAA A
4" €R] @EAELT AR
SOER ZR AEAA SOAE"4aZRU

PFA

Professional Financial
Associates, LLC

S% p'_Z&E;

Thinking of
Spring Yard

Work?

We have the tools &
equipment you need.

:The store is open, with curbside pick up,
phone orders and delivery options.

JustAsk

RENTAL

U WKLV VHDVRQ 7KHVH

2how. Seniors (654 and chidren 16 and under
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Richmond Home Supply
99 Railroad Street « Richmond
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Town Meeting Day Sees

Huntlngton Meetlng ConCIUdeS at NOOH regulations (specifically mapping), and thealso commented on remediation to avoid death

recent change to not allow people headed tisom drug overdoses. Representative Stevens
ance will be above the required contingency ofhe Community Forest to cross private landexpressed his thanks for Representative Woods’
$125,000 and closer to $200,000. The amounigue to an unfortunate lack of respect displayetireless efforts to deal with some very tough and
The Huntington Town Meeting took place inbeing reallocated, and the respective reservesy some hikers (alternative paths are beingritically important issues affecting vulnerable

Reported by Paul Susen

person on March 6, 2024, at the Brewsterare as follows: $118,000 to the Highway BridgeH[SORUHG EXW DQ\ PR G L A FibdvidlRIQadf@rdie® DNH WL P H
Pierce Memorial School. The meetingReserve (Article 5); $42,826 to the Highway
was well attended throughout the morningPaving Reserve (Article 6) and $5,000 to the
After some discussion, all articles passedighway Equipment Reserve (Article 7). After
without objection. There were presentationgliscussion, these three articles were each vot
by Senator Hardy, Representative Stevenwith no opposition.
and Representative Woods, Huntington Liste

6HQDWRU +DUG\ GLVFXV VH GUKIRGO Lier SUsa IS Grajam reRewed the

HU\ DQG UHVLOLHQFH L QI UmopatyteappraisalpocasskvhiciGhesibeen Wil R Q
g first responders, grant programs, publicderway since last year and will be completed by
VDIHW\ AQDQFLQJ VFKRR O \unbZDes. ihe lasrappraidal Wede/tanpleted

ro. law. Representative Stevens reviewed the statis2015. This round will affect the 2025 tax bills.

Article 8 requested that voters agree to thef bills in general including a broad perspective,

Selectboard recommendation of aDQ G IRFXVHG VSHFLAFDO-O\ m}%‘ﬁﬂ%&?{eﬁ&;\f;;‘gﬁg@%ﬁ:ﬁ;@;ﬂaéﬁ

4.9% increase in expenditures.-Un tative Woods referenced the 650 children who;

der point of order, a resident notedare being housed temporarily in motels. Sh%pe‘zlileRreGd anoHer ali p?ré_sle—:n?ag 0': OX \t/r\:eureDa\:érljsJ LHV

for the problems and ideas on what can be done

with good planning and adequate professional

DQG AQDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV $ \
University of Vermont students are working

with the Conservation Commission on climate
adaptability and they were available at a table

with a display and answered questions.

Heidi Racht presented the 2024 Olga Hallock
award to Paula Kelley. Ms. Racht mentioned
a long list of Ms. Kelley’s community accem
plishments and involvement including School
Board, Library Trustee, Cemetery Trustee,
Haunted Forest volunteer, and Times Ink!
director.

Haskins 1

Susan Gulrajani, and a group of students fron
the University of Vermont. The Olga Hallock
Award was presented to Paula Kelley. Retire
Town Administrator Barbara Elliot and retiring
Highway Foreman Yogi Alger were both com

mended. The new Town Administrator Adam
Argo and Road Foreman Jonathan Dennis wej :
introduced. o

$SUWLFOH UHTXLUHG E\ O

. Photos, clockwise, from top left: Paula Kelley, recipient of the Olga Hallock Award for Community
that a typographi g yy L FH 6HOHFWERDUG ERDUG PHPEHUV 'RUL %DUWRQ /DUU\ +D\
cal error existed .4pQQHWWH 6HIJDOH OHIW FR FKDLU RI WKH &RQVHUYDWLRQ &RP
in the warning of SUHVHQW WKH UHVXOWV Rl WKHLU ZRUN LQ WKH WRZQ RQ DGGUHYV
this article. Fiscal Hansen asks a question about the highway budget.

Year 2023-2024
was amended by []
a vote from the
floor to Fiscal
Year 2024-2025.
The proposal calls .
for a total budget | 4"

of $2,395,465 of % v
'A.‘Q

2IAFHUV DUH HOHFWHG E\ $Xith82)MDHR20\I el RdNony e
article is not voted. and $386,544 is non-tax revenue. Discussio
Article 2 allows for the hearing of reports. The'.nCIUde comments on th_e solar array on th
. . library roof, meeting hybrid technology, debt
article was not objected to. A summary of re . .

i service and borrowing, use of ARPA dollars andias’

ports and presentations appears below. )
the process to commit the unallocated amoun
Article 3 which authorizes collection of taxes EXLOGLQJ SHUPLWV WKH H
and Article 4 which allows for taxes to be paidfee, and the number and function of drivers wit
LQ TXDUWHUO\ LQVWD O O P HQrivherciaHitiver IDersesPTHeFY 2024-2021

Articles 5,6 and 7 asked voters to support thg udget passed without objection.

Selectboard recommendations that monies berticle 9 allows residents to bring up any non-
moved from the General Fund fund balance tdinding business. Discussion included conser
particular highway reserve accounts. After monvation projects, the Lower Village wastewater

Huntington Town Meeeting Photos:
ies are transferred, the General Fund fund bafeasibility and affordability process, zoning Bobbi LoCicero
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Well-Attended Meetings

Richmond Has Mixed Results ="

Submitted by Linda Parent budget and No to hold the budget at the printed
amount. The budget later passed in the original

esidents gathered March 5 at Camelgmqoynt of $4,819,779 by voice vote.
Hump Middle School to take care of the .
business of our town. Moderator Clint Other articles were voted on and approved to
Buxton welcomed all and reviewed the ins an@UPPort social service groups listed in the warn
outs of the procedures of the meeting. Amomerifd, totaling $16,760.

of silence in honor of veterans and those noweff Forward gave a presentation of the Article
serving in the military to protect the freedomsy  yond vote, regarding the renovation & capital
we have today. Boy Scout Troop #23 served &provements to the Richmond Town Center.
Honor Guard and presented the national anfiis article was voted by Australian ballot.

VWDWH ADJV 7KLV \HDU DSl Rl pROY¥EES bond %R HEAE been

attended the in-person meeting,
many more than in previoug
years. In attendance were 1
members of the AmeriCorp
group serving with the WAl
OLVWRQ )(0$ RIAF

Town Manager Josh Arne

Thanks were expressed to Select
board member Jeff Forward who
is stepping down from the board.

Thanks to all who volunteered
son presented the propose their time to be election workers
budget of $4,819,779 to meel&s L NI ; . and the groups who set up their
expenses and liabilities of the#s - e - L3 : ¢ : information and wares for all the
Town for Fiscal Year 2025.[ : 3 sid town to see. Special thanks to the
After the presentation, Rieh | Boy Scouts of Troop #23 who
mond resident, Cara LaBount helped set up and tear down the
proposed an amendment t gymnasium. Thank you to the staff
remove $200,000 from the of Camels Hump Middle School
budget. This was proposed .; for their assistance with the day.
lower the tax rate. This votelS s The lunch this year was spon

was taken by “paper ballot” ang™ 4 sored by the Community Senior
' Center. It was a tremendous hit!

Thank you.

opponent was Matthew Moultroug
$9,841,603, subject to reduction of grant fundgvith 458 votes.

and other state & federal aid. This bond vote Wa§der other non-binding business
defeated, with a vote of Yes 666 and No 772. , asolution was presgented an

Article 13 on the ballot was to approve fundingapproved to support an immediat
the Conservation Fund by adding one centt®d QG SHUPDQHQW F
the town tax rate. This article passed, Yes 101#amas and Israeli governmenty
and No 420. This was supported by the agreq

. ent of those present.
Close to 1500 voters cast their ballots early anH] P
throughout the day. Also under non-binding business

. ._the question of shall the tow .
All unopposed officers were elected: Cl'minvestigate developing housing of

Buxton, Moderator; Jay Furr, three-year Selec e town owned property locate

board; Dennis Gile, Cemetery Trustee, Rafaelijn Browns Courtploczllyyreferre
Kennedy, Library Trustee; Andy Squires, €on \wr pv % U R ZQV &RX i
stable; and Katie Nelson, MMUUSD School . ,sensus of those present w4

Director. WKDW WKH EDOOA .

This year, the ballot had one contested race, fér recreational area, with the pos
the two-year position of Selectboard membersibility of housing to be explored
Adam Wood was the winner with 878 votes. Hiselsewhere in Richmond.

Photos, clockwise, from top right:
3KRWRJUDSKHU -DUHG ||DW] DV VHHQ
through the lens of photographer
Jake Levison; the view from the

back of the room shows a good Town -
OHHWLQJ $WWHQGDQFH (OHFWLRQV RIAFLDf
Marshall Paulsen, Francis Churchill,
DQG %HFN\ 9LJQHDXOW| 0DU\ +RXOH
spoke passionately in favor of retaining
the current uses of Browns Court, a
property, she recalled from childhood, |.
was intended to remain a place for
play and recreation in perpetuity; Jack
Linn speaks in support of the police,
and also of reducing the budget by
$200,000 in accordance with Cara LaBounty’s

motion to amend the budget. Linn expressed his i i
VXSSRUW DQG UHVSHFW IRU WKH RIAFHUV DQG DOVR B(thond TOW” Meetlng PhOtOS
support for reducing the budget wherever possible; Jared LatZ (COlOf) & Jake LeVison (blaCk & Whlte)

Daphne Loesel looks to mom, Katie, after happily
receiving her mom's "l voted" sticker.
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Richmond's Food Shelf: Making

by Heidi Racht = i

beteen years ago, Marcia Levison stopped h_h
b\

y the Miscellany Mart on Bridge Street
n Richmond and asked Carol LaRue
and Edythe Slayton, who were coordinating

HOSPITAL the community thrift shop and food shelf, if

they needed any help. After some discussion

richmondanimalhospitalvt Owi{h LaRue and others who had been involved

233 East Main Stie@tady working at the Mart to form a Board of

with the Mart, where the proceeds went to g
community food distribution, Levison decided | gt
then and there to make a commitment to the AL
organization. She gathered a committee off§ [

4

friends and existing community members et

434-4935

. Directors after her good friend Jane Barlowe
Richmond KHOSHEDKHWKH  SDJH DSS(

rah@gmavt.net 56 IRU  F  QRQSUR AAM FYWWH
recently, “We formalized the grassroots effort

Please call for an of the Miscellany Mart to feed people in the ~ e o e Rich el ' » )
Appointment community.” Marcia Levison will retire as dlrgcto_r of the Ric mond Food Shelf and Thrift Store after 16 years at_t e
R helm. Here she spends some time in the store with her successor, Mary Joy (MJ) Patchett, who will take on
Monday—Saturday 20H RIAWMWM DFWV RI WKH QWKL RPYURUEDPWNFRRPPXQLW\ VHUYLFH RUJDQL]DWLRQ DW WKH HC

FKDQJH WKH QDPH WRIFPRWKIBLUHFWO\ UH
purpose of its bylaws. Simply put, it became th&€TVe- Levison explained, “They educatechot have to look for a space. She commented

Richmond Food Shelf and Thrift Store (RFS).US ON food insecurity, generational and crisishat North Star Lodge #12 of Grand Lodge of
And, closely following the reorganization, the POV, which has always existed.” It wasVermont Free & Accepted Masons, which owns
Board decided to become a Network ResourcdPortant to understand *how does one get tehe building, “has been a great landlord.”
Partner with the Vermont Foodbank, whichthe food shelf?” before they could help with . .

dg;d distribution. Itis not always easy to askforThe Richmond Food Shelf is part of the space

allowed it to use the resource to apply for (an . " that is mostly occupied by the thrift shop that
UHFHLYH JUDQWXWINQXGQRB W%W@q_people needed help walking gupports it. By creating relationships with

umbrella of the larger organization. Attending!N® d00r.” Levison noted that they were takin consignment shops like Creative Consignments

the conferences and trainings enabled them ! this community project at the right time i :
get the Richmond Food Sh%lf “on its feet” in@nd were ready to see it evolve. “We had a off Stowe, the RFS s able Lo have guality

” - g .. clothing from people who put their clothes on
the early days. ck)ifdi;elkp))ﬁsgsnheigi?!p isced, "individuals, family, consignment and if not sold, donate them to

The organizers of the new Richmond Food . N ~ the RFS. The volunteers at RFS spend time
Shelf worked closely with the Foodbank toLevison remarked that inheriting an existingsorting through the donations, organizing the
learn about how to best help the people the§torefront right in the middle of the town's window displays and racks of clothing, and

1 b, A o p i

Drs. Daniel Hament

Cori Weiner & Jocelyn Sglim usiness block meant that the volunteers digricing the clothes. It is a “labor-intensive

endeavor,” including the seasonal changeover
with deals that are intended to clear out the
store to make room for new inventory. Due to

limited space, the clothes are carefully chosen.
Levison admitted that “some people think we're
picky.” She also noted that the inventory needs

to change “to keep us relevant.” After all, the
PLEASANT VALLEY, INC RFS has “regulars” looking for great clothes at

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES greatprices_

Lawn & Gr i inti i “| am most proud,” Levison said, “that we
2 G ounds sen"ce Palntlng Ser‘"ce ) stayed open during the entire pandemic. It
Lawm menwing seasopal deanups, bakk muleh Custom exterior painting & staining was quite a feat.” She described it as a time

Garden edging, weeding & pruning Pressure washing, wood preparation
Excavation, drainage, tree work

Lawn/driveway installation & repair
Snow plowing / salt & sanding

“surrounded by fear.” For only three weeks,
the staff took boxes of food out to cars, then
began letting people come in for food “one at a
time.” The thrift store was closed, but the food
shelf remained open with the dedication of the
volunteers.

Drywall wall, interior painting

ol

Levison works closely with the Board, which
she describes as “exemplary.” It is “a group of
people who get things done.” The volunteers are
well-trained and operate with “social justice in
mind. They serve without judgment.” Levison
talked extensively about the stigma of the food

. el T e ell et shelf, which has been evolving into acceptance,
Landscape & Stone Service Eidmg Py tf-[m rep!acement' & noting, “It's not easy for people to ask for food.
Garden design, Planting Porches, decks, windows & doors Once people come in, they will not be judged.”

Vermont trees, shrubs & perennials
Stonewall construction, campfire areas
Stone walkways, patios & steps
Berms, Fencing, Screening

Renovations, basement conversions
Finish carpentry, tile & wood floor
R B VT L = '; r i " _Wilhs

The Richmond Food Shelf's patrons cross all
DJHV “:H IHHG PDAOMGQQRBVPHRQ
Before COVID, we were only serving certain
towns.” Now, and in 2023, the Food Shelf
serves an average of 71 families each month.

They purchased and distributed over $44,000

of food in 2023. The money that is raised from

the thrift shop is also subsidized by donations

from community members and businesses. The
AQDQFHV Rl WKH )RRG 6KHOI DUH
for it to be self- sustaining. The organization

does not ask for support from taxpayers of the

towns it serves.

ing

[ E s
i

MARK FRANCESCHETTI “We are fortunate to live in these generous
Cell: 802-343-4820 « Office: 802-425-3737 communities,” Levison said. “Many who now
Email: pleasantvalleyi@ madriver.com donate to the Food Shelf may have had food
— www.pleasantvalleyvt.com insecurity at times in their lives. They remember
@ o Local 16(_’,‘(‘;{‘(’[.'3: 1“| ‘1!: J:JL' Estimates —VISA it and are generous.”
b3 ~stablished 19t

continue to next page
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A Local Commitment to Social Justice

The RFS has a close relationship with thdo the thrift store. (#richmondfoodshelfstore)scene, she also was able to enj
Richmond Market, where it buys most of itsAnother goal is nutritious food, Levison the other work possibilities in the
food, and the money is recycled back into theaid. “We try and stay away from sugar anc&community: a couple of shifts
community. Levison explained that the Marketcarbohydrate-laden foods.” The space is limitect Daily Bread Bakery and eve
has been “very supportive” and has a program and they work hard to have choices. Levisomputting in a couple of years as th
the cash registers called Coins for CommunityF RRGHG WKDW WKH\ NHHS Wald bblel rap bt tiRsheWsksa
at the Richmond Market and (Editor's note: She was great.) &
“load up” the shelves in the back

A chance opportunity to attend &

—_— storeroom. home birth in Huntington Center SOUF’;‘ gon
R [ C I 1 M ON D Fresh produce is available inin 1990 (Abbott Rachampbell, ; , CARING!

THANK YOU!

RICHMOND
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

given space by Tim and Marie EHFDPH AH G HAJRLG
Schonholtz on Wes White Hill enjoyed almost two decade
that producgd organic food twice of working with pregnant B
a week. This program no longerwomen and new babies angispiay in the window of the Richmond Food Shelbfdng the
exists and the RFS will work with WK HL U 1D P LABIFNWH GRigNrHoRbME ongregational Church's Souper Bowl of Sunday, a food
the VYCC this year. Throughout she loved the work, was “guitedrive that brought in 424 cans of Progresso soup to be distributed in
the year, good food comes in everybusy” and then “aged out” ashe community. Photo: RFS Facebook
week: fresh eggs, yoghurt, freshit, too, required a lot of energy. R
produce. During that time, she and her husband Jake h%ﬁog PLe?/i)s(og’sLevf\?o\rtsKatDtr\]/e :i\xmd%to(gw—“ DEM@H
. two children, Bess and Aaron, and there wer ;
This all leads to the fact that the - s Fhelf. She casts a wide net and makes sure that
: o gardens and community activities that rounde A
F{lchmondFoodSheIﬂsmgood0 theicli N Road and Stage RoadV KRVH LQ AQHHIR EHMQMH HIIRUWV RI
AQDQFLDO VWD QG L IeHYeeon Pugupy Rogd and Stage Roagt,  © 1 visibiliy i a time when people
& g y peop
. . : in"Jonesvilie, where they moved in 1996. Jak C ) o
Levison has decided to retire at Levison's su i - . are recognizing that food insecurity is real and
: : . pport of his wife, working full time : .

the end of April. She is excited _ = = = Champlai on HigHheeds to be addressed in a meaningfully and

. o plain Valley Union Hig ) . . .
to be leaving the organization - consistently. “We are trying to do our work in
ble hands.” Rich d School, enabled her to do service work. In fact; A
in capable hands.” Richmon ; ; D TXLHWHGPD@OQHU p /HYLVRQ REVH
resident Mary Joy Patchett, who she remembered her whole family was involved
goes by MJ, has been Work,ing 2 ZLWK SXOO0LQJ XS ROBQED Q¥ Lle@soN Kditl $he/i8 ldbking forward
the food shelf since November. © EHDXWLIX GRRU ®ARR G U oSsPeddir dmk With her perennials, but, she
The front windows on the sidewalk provide an opportunity to  Patchett has been doing the food© "eopen. FRAGHG °, ZLOO DOVR EH ORRNLQ.

show the new clothing in the store as well as sending messageggft of the operation and will now Richmond Food Shelf came along whenProject”
thanks. Photo from the RFS Facebook page be taking on the thrift store. She will Levison was looking to
bring a new perspective to the foodmake a change in her life

Customers are asked if they would like toshelf, if only that she is three decades youngeAs a Miscellany Mart

F. é’Th ]f S volunteers started a community Heidi Racht and Alan Campbell
OOd She(f i n [— Tore food shelf garden, generouslyled to a new career. Leviso

¥ A
SR R
im \\\\‘,

- N
N
¥

round up their purchase to the next dollar an e\(ison cqmmﬁntgd tha}the Bpgrd v¥|rl1l beBmo:jeU HJX IO DAU v WEW
; ringthis i tion. The Boardwas to volunteer. But bein

WKH IXQGV DUH V S o L AVEH ’ﬁﬁf§ Qﬂ%@énﬁﬁ éfé:gn‘%ower, Angiethe director and guiding

F.OOd Shglf ha; always been in this Program, cobs and Becky Vigneault. the Food Shelf through a

since its inception. The program was the idea . "

of Marie Thomas, who was also the director$ /R QJ - R X .&M3dth\muses that both shep's‘”c’dhOf transfplr.matrl]on

of Our Community Cares Camp for manyand Patchett came to this organization out of nd then stability 5;13 S0
years. The RFS also orders monthly from theense of commitment to social justice. Patchefto o V™Y rewarding. S

Vermont Foodbank and food is delivered tovas a music major and Levison’s degre as _worked to create 4

their front door. was in Animal Science. But, working for the consistent schedule (.)f ope

reater good involves a dedication to Iearnin@Ours with the dedlcated

ew skills like basic accounting, supervising quntee_r staff, although)8

on occasion, the Food Shel

Knights of Columbus , organized by Doug St. ; ; :
Amour at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic ;;Omre]tiiﬁ%:ii\fyorkmg with a variety of peoF)lemight close due to weather| o5
Church, hands out bags to the congregation to ' Those who need the Fooq

AOO ZLWK QHZO\ SXUFKDVH BoViRQRGVeQnGin 1880 a0 W/ Richiand Shelf can count on thel / /
from the Richmond Congregational ChurchL Q IHYLVRQ ZDV DAH@DsWddR&the@dad fdod e ), .
also have food drives. Most recently, the Soupenassage therapist. When asked about thénd treatment and a clear] = =
Bowl of Caring which brought in 424 cans FHARDWLRQ WHVW VKH WRR btofe. F-BRéeFptaed th& if
of Progresso soup! The Girl Scouts and kidshe remembered the rigorous anatomy test. H& the details that make the _
in the town school have food drives in theirmassage studio was, for a while, upstairs in theifference, stating, “l was|
classrooms. Volunteers also work on othebusiness block in Richmond, which put herbrought up to do a good job
aspects of promoting the Food Shelf, whichright in the heart of the small businesses andfo pay attention to detail
has Facebook and Instagram accounts, thankgstaurants in the town. Levison had many loyaand appearance.”

to the efforts of MMU junior Dira Bush, who clients and her appointment book was alwa

photographs and posts new clothing arrivalsBOOHG $OUHDG\ LQWR WK Hi By Lhey R MPa ¢ Mpreikayipan hipyiga a kiss for the camera. Photo: Jake Levison

Marsh Lights

Sun., Apr.4 -+ 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Richmond Ve & men

Congregational Welcoming New Patients!

Church A7 B 7 Our goal is to create and maintain a healthy,
: comfortable, and attractive smile for a lifetime.

Food drives are conducted by the churches. T

A Great Smile Starts Here!

Dr. Howard Novak has over 20 years of experience
providing state of the art dental care. Call today for

www.valleystage.net

802 434 4563 an appointment and experience our warm, friendly
- - . A \’0\
environment. “mond 0e®

Richmond Dental, Bridge Street, Richmond ¢ 802.434.3700 « www.richmonddentalvicom
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Rep. Jana Brown it would behoove us to call for a housing state of
emergency and work in a different way than we
e're halfway through the 2024 . are able to now. And by saying that housing is a
OHJLVODWLYH VHVVLRQ 2XU|ZRUN RIAFLDOO\ priority and then cutting housing investments by
began on January 3, when we gaveled 90% in this year's budget, the Administration is
in for the second year of our legislative not being serious about solving the problem, if
biennium. We've passed some significant indeed it can. H.829 will propose nearly $200
OHJLVODWLRQ LQ WKHVH AUVW WZR PRQWKV DQG WKLYV million in annual investment of state funds for
XSGDWH SURYLGHV VRPH KLJKOLPpKWV <RX FDQ AQG housing for low to middle income Vermonters,
the full mid-session report that | prepared on as well as for the services necessary to help
my Facebook page @janabrownforstaterep or keep tenancies stable, so we don't continue to
email me to request a copy. Meanwhile, work churn low income Vermonters in and out of

on our key priorities will continue, across the :
House anz 51 collaboration with the Senate, ashe House Education Committee is creating gervices are del
we debate bills and consider investments priopil—based on recommendations of a fall 2023he corr;mumty, ded keeping people housed is less expensive and
to our anticipated May adjournment task force—to restart a state aid program thdP'ms of care as needed. tar healthier than th t system. But to d

' would share the cost of construction projectsC ting it all is the 988 Vi t Suicid tﬁrtea |g|r| and te current system. L:“ﬁ 0

- . o onnecting it all is the ermont Suicidethat, we will need to raise revenue, and there

%QX (\?VJKHHWI‘A_ 8\‘3/ va T( [?g IH \F/evl WVVKKHH %’;]h;gfmg?s %ﬁett;rﬂspﬂgm(!& UMQ Qg"'“ a{;%:)nulf;\lb nd Crisis Lifeline that responds to calls, textsare options on the table that target tax increases
! L . . A . , chats 24-hours-a-day, seven days a weedn the wealthiest Vermonters — those with the
Appropriations Committee prepares the FY24vtal to districts while not affecting Vermont's Through these and other programs, we areapability of paying. There is no promise that
budget adjustment—a “true up” of the currentpristine bond rating. While the program will

VWDWH EXGIHW WKDW U H AlbkE Wine 1 Haveiop, oheLbi WHL@)QFOWng ing sure there is always someone to calthe bill will get across the line in the House,

ivered by two-person teams iHnits due to their poverty. There is no argument
referring individuals to otherthat is valid that contradicts the fact that

) : T J one to respond, someone to prevent, ared no promise that if it does that it will be
QHZ FRV W SUHVVXU H_V PLGHD ethK hEFpoJdiStr\MKtherlagV Brarts an omewhere to go. embraced by the Senate. Without the vision,
year. The committee also takes testimony frontechnical expertise for long-range planning.

. , : - ] o ~however, and without the attempt to illustrate
all state agencies and develops the FY25 stadeanwhile, the legislature will develop pjease reach out awume with ideas, questiongst how big the need is, we will remain in this

budget. AQDQFLQJ GHWDLOV DQG D ghdcGrcéhie Wih Kappy to\p¥ftiB electronifoop of complaining about the lack of housing

During the pandemic, Vermont received an3XEOLF 6DIHW\ 6KR U [P@hlicX SRR C%R'Wfﬁ“?ﬁ full mid-session report.that is affordable for everyone.

enormous amount of federal money. Thasafety has been the theme for the HouseJudici?‘Eé
funding is now spent or obligated, and theCommittee this session. Aimost every bill takenR€[J. Tom Stevens

House is making sure every last federal dollatip is connected to the crimes and conditions th1 t was, as always, a pleasure to spend SO”Rep. Theresa Wood

Please stay in touch.

is used effectively to create a more resilientontribute to the sense that Vermonters are n time with Huntington residents at this year's

Vermont. We are also coming to grips with newas safe as \f/fve were just adfew years ago.lT WRZQ PHHWLQJ ., IHHO O N ®asyord tvseeois duriagiTouheting,
cost pressures and needs. two most effective crime deterrents are 1) go,.\ye yisited without a bouquet of wonderful| an opportunity | always appreciate! When
hings to share with you about our work duringl we returned to the State House the looming

The budget adjustment process—and now thgnd quick consequences for criminal activity. \ : i
~ . WKH AUVW KDOI RI WKH VH \deading of ciyssevey @asmipen @ LThisAsktizew
FY25 budget process—are shaped by threghe probability of being caught depends on th?0 relay our work on individual bills, which date by which all policy committees must have

realities. First, unlike in recent years, we do nopresence and availability of law enforcement L e . ) . .

! ills voted out of their committees in order to
have pandemic federal funds to rely on. Second;he certainty and immediacy of consequencelSivr(ﬁ]cfhS :ta\r/:/lg Isrt]ﬁlorr;%gtfcfgsgigrwgn? tﬁ%ﬁe considered this year.
ZH-UH VWLOO WU\LQJ WR K m@p'anmwa%muhts@rﬁfg,\ww@se@o&ﬁ

stricken communities. Third, the committee’scriminal justice system made up of the courts, the bills pass they need to go to the Senate

: e here th i hei heth k&ne of those bills in my committee, House
review of proposed state agency budgets reveaffosecutors, defenders, victim advocates, angj. ¢ 1> decide on their own whether to ta ﬁuman Services, is H.661 — an act relating
underfunded and fragile organizations in neegestorative justice providers the bills we've talked about at town m_eetmg.t hild ab " d nealect investiaations and

' Never mind wondering if the bill will be signed {0 C!'d @buse and negiect investigations a

of critical support. This translates to workforce . ’ iati
shortages, F;f;]encies that can't The legislature’s primary lever to address" Vetoed by the governor, and if vetoed, W'Ilsgﬁzﬁir;tlagﬂg ts)itl?ngjrrdcsor?]rrfitgrgcneedeudr:j.toln
provide the services Vermonters bo;h_the House and Senate o_verrlde_ the ve_t6. 9 : :

This is our democracy — we're just a piece of itCarefully balance the safety of children and
need, upward pressure on wages Tom Stevens youth, family dynamics and the impacts of
for state workers, and IT systems That said, we take great pride in the work we d@lacing a person’s name on the child abuse
so outdated they make it hard fo on your behalf. In my committee, we have beemiegistry, which can have lifelong economic
employees to do7the|r jobs. In able to pass protections against discriminatiofmplications for an individual.
several cases, we're leaving ten in housing, employment and equal pay, as well

high probability of being caught and 2) certai

o

or: millibolnsbof federal dolrl1ars on as passing our version of the CROWN Act,We .h.eard from families directly impacted by
the ta g because we have hnot which stands for “Create a Respectful andecisions made by the State, that upon appeal,
invested in core systems that Open World for Natural Hair". Twenty-three Were overturned by the Human Services

would make us eligible to accesy 5773 Brown

those dollars Theresa Wood | other states have passed a version of this pffoard — all in a process that can take months

RYHU WKH ODVW AYH \HDUQ”GD?g:@tiT?SMWSLV\F@%‘\’P\ﬁIPGda@\Of

. , the Senate and signed by the governor, we will0f" has been evidence that “would lead a
Despite the challenges, we're be the twenty-fougrth. WZ alsog passed H,132€asonable person to believe that the child has

celebrating significant success stories. Fothe j i ici ) ) ) oA A
’ ! inu Work wi classes when it comes to several categoridéould then be used upon appeal, resulting in

speed internet access to all corners of the stat&ppropriations Committee to ensure that’, - . .~ LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV DQG WKH SR\
Flood damage was less severe than it might haygl vital elements of the justice system haye)! discrimination. When we add a protected

S . 0 v i ; rm for individuals.
been due to previous investments in resiliencey X IAFLHQW UHVRXUFHV ,Q fﬁ:@#ﬁ%@@ﬁﬁ%gﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ
Families across the state are signing up to acces properly resourced criminal justice entities, denying them a service. Our protected status H.661 we are proposing a shift to be more

new childcare subsidies, the result of last year'ge’ i - ' . [ i i i
yearte've voted several public safety-related bills, . - -\ 0o oo those allowed in fe deﬁ line with national standards and consistent

historic legislation. out of the House and on to the Senate. w {& a%g F? 9 on, appeal, ;namely
ODZ DQG PRUH LQFOXVLYH. er t%e?FLi aEp e'ﬁgg et’aw:aéziﬁe%\%nénce

As we grapple with this year's budget 0HQWDO +HDOWK &/eritaViewlis HYRPGRAYIton. necessary to support the allegation.” What

challenges, we're working hard to put dollarsis a cornerstone of health in Vermont and e - . this means is that the scales of whether abuse
; - o i o . e also passed out of committee the beginnin

behind our priorities. The House budget Wl_“pnonty this legislative session. To respondOf an exgansive bill that could start a fO-yea?IF?r neglect happened, need to tip over the 50%

make sound investments to enhance the stab!I|§¢fective|y and respectfully to the mental fogram to build enough affordable housingjevelv it's not just based on a “reasonable

and effectiveness of state government, whilgealth needs of all Vermonters, we're focusin cross the state to address our extreme housiR§™SON-”

making sure we fund strategic priorities |ik60n crisis response and Community-base

flood recovery, housing, public safety andSURJUDPV3VSHFLAFDOO\ P t@#&g@g:%r@g@ﬁ%%ﬁ&ﬁ?%@m&zrnerhls bill will be considered by the full House
climate resilience. Our goal is to create a budgesare, mobile crisis response, and the 988 suici 9nd then sent to the Senate for consideration.

RN Sisis except for saying there is one. The
that meets the needs of Vermonters, at a co ) ! .
they can afford. We are taking care to makeéhd crisis lfeline. infusion of federal funds to create housing hashanks for your continued interest and emails.
sure Vermont is a place all people can thriveCurrently, Vermont has six mental health urgenpeen successful, but was literally the tip of thet js ajways an honor and privilege to represent
not just the select few. care programs. This includes four brick-and ceberg. If we are to address the crisis upon Ugoy in Montpelier.
mortar centers providing psychiatric urgent care
6FKRRO &RQVWUXFWLRQ $Lés bothHNdréd dnddfults. fidddivion to these

StepsVermont's school buildings need morecenters, there are two “living room models” that
than $6 billion in investments statewide to bringare designed to feel like a welcoming space 5HS 7KHUHVD :RREHS 7RP 6WHYHQ3HS -DQD %URZQ

them up to date, replace worn-out systemsyhere guests feel safe and meet with tean Washington-Chittenden Washington-Chittenden  Chittenden 1

2

achieve code compliance, and replace building® get support. These provide alternatives tp Chair, House Human Chair, General, Housing andVlember, House Education
that would be cheaper to rebuild than repaifemergency departments. Services Committee Military Affairs Committee

Unfortunately, the state has not managed a 1461 Perry Hill Road 12 Winooski Street PO Box 66

program to assist school districts in paying foA new statewide mobile crisis response alsp waterbury, VT 05676 Waterbury, VT 05676 Richmond. VT 05477
major capital projects since 2007, and soméelps people experiencing a mental health dr (go2) 585-5202 595-0429 (cell) 434-2854 | 999-4333
districts have struggled to pass bonds. substance use crisis by providing mental healthtwood@leg.state.vt.us tom@stevensvermont.com jbrown@leg.state.vt.us

and welfare checks in lieu of police intervention tstevens@leg.state.vt.us  janabrownforvt.com
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Hinesburg Hollow Wetlands:
Treasure and Trauma

creatures. This is why beaver are called a

“keystone species."
“But it never used to be wetlands!” Yogi Alger,

Huntington Road Foreman, is exasperated. n&he Hinesburg Hollow wetland has lured almost —

points to a large swath of watery land. “AIIthat,a" these_ critters. U_nfortunately, quite often I -
all the way to the brook, used to be hayed.” &S roadkill. One resident, who regularly runs W vegyont - B>

f 998, Al d walk the road, has reported a list of dead animals
Before 1998, Alger could walk across grass the’s passed: a deer, an otter, two beavers, '

WKH +ROORZ %URRN DOG AV ;’M%Kbbd%mwam%mﬂ[ Support our local businesses!
there. Not anymore. ZD[ZLQJV KH WKLQNV D AR|FN ZDV FKDVLQJ DQ

Beavers, for 300 years, had a rough go of ifNS€ct hatch and got in the way of vehicles). Buy our pI’OdUCtS at B eaUd I‘y'S,

Once upon a"ﬂmehtrfy |O_dgedBin thSt eV‘lfWI'he 2013 Science To AcTioN REPORT, .
waterway in North America. But the early Huntington’s natural resources inventory

settlers hunted and trapped thousands upabmpleted by Arrowwood Environmental, RIChmond Market and Lantmans
thousands of beaver for their fur and meatreports the Hinesburg Hollow Wetlands as “state
During just the 10 years from 1630-1640 abouty LJQLAFDQW EHLQJ D V H U Lbevi=Re—taateamRea=ammii=a
80,000 beavers were taken every year from thgetlands along Hollow Brook. The brook
Hudson River Valley. crosses the road in three places making the

Beavers are easy to kill. They stay in ondvetlands aesthetically visible on both sid_es.
place so it's a piece of cake to trap an entiré"OHF’W Brook also serves as_awtal cqnnectmg
lodge family. Beavers nearly became extinctcOTidor between the Huntington River and
Protections began in the 1900s. The beaverEWis Creek watersheds.
population has rebounded to about 12 millionwood ducks and ringed-neck ducks live in the
just a fraction of the estimated 170 millionmarsh. But most beloved of the waterfowl are
before the fur trade. the Canada geese who return every year. To
And one day, one of these intrepid beaver§,hev peril. The marsh looks ideall for raising a
arrived here. at the Hollow Brook. family. One side of the busy road is open water.
The other side is green grass. Geese love grass.
The beaver got to work and did what beavergyt two years ago we lost, in August, one of
do. The sound of moving water to a beavethe adults of a goose family. Last summer, in
is an anathema. It must be dammed at aliay, we lost one of the adults and later two of
costs! The beavers built a dam just past thghe four goslings.
end of Agnes Drive and
- voila! — birthed a 50-
acre wetland complex.
The largest wetland Sleepy Hollow Inn, Ski & Bike Center
in Huntington. To the Huntington, Vermont
delight of many. To www.skisleepyhollow.com ¢ (802) 434-2283
the dismay of some,
including the Road
Foreman.

And understandably so. P I an N OW fOr YO U r S p rl n 0

Alger’s job is to keep

ollow Ron nasoable Yard & House Projects
The wetland water is
Paint, Materials, Tools & Mpre

Submitted by Diane Reynolds

a worry. He believes it
softens the earth unde
the road. Over the yeary
he has dredged the

brook in some places ,
and riprapped the road®aggle of Canada geese crosses Hineburg Hollow Road. Photo: Kathy Ko

in other places and, on &XOYHUWYV

a regular basis, he dismantles the beaver dafe speed limit is 45 mph so people drive 50 ,

to keep the water moving. And the geese look like wooden posts on thd 6HZHU DQG "UDLQDJH SLSH
It's such a trade-off. When humans decided t§'d€ of the road. JDEULFV35RDG DQG 6HSWLF

build a road through a lowland area, there wasmphibians too arrive at their peril. On warm
always the possibility of wetland formation. wet early spring nights they migrate down from %XON 0XOFK &RPSRVW
After all, it used to be a wetland. When thethe uplands to breed in the wetlands. Hundred TRSVRLO

beaver disappeared from North America, it'sof tiny salamanders and peepers and toads aj
estimated that about 150,000 square miles afquashed by moving vehicles. Then in late
wetlands were converted to dry land. spring female turtles cross the road in the othe '"HFNLQJ ODWHULDOV

girection to lay eggs in the uplands. 3UHVVXUH 7TUHDWHG
&HGDU

The Raymonds own the marsh and live jus
above it on Lincoln Hill. They used to mow The town’s volunteer Amphibian Crossing
the marsh! It was all grass. As it became wettefuard program tries valiantly to save as man

Tina Raymond was on the phone with Algeras they can. And the Huntington Conservatio &RPSRVLWH|DQG
“Can't you do anything? Make it stop!” Commission has begun the long process to ss 6SHFLDO 2UGHUV
Chittend Hand ecoloaist Tina Heath if the road can qualify for a wildlife crossing

Itenden wetiand ecologist 1ina Fieaih Sayy, jaynass Jike the successful Monkton one. t SHSODFHPHQPW
the Hollow Brook wetland complex is located
in a valley between two steep mountain ridgesfina Raymond, though she lost her grass 'LQGRZV

Water naturally collects there and seasonallnd battles the beaver over tree damage, sag
ARRGV :HWODQGV KDYH OL AR endbe amndchidien vevranudd thell  Not too early to order Wood Pellets to avoid shortages.
Previous years may have been dryer due to ladkitters in the marsh: the turtle§ basking on the Call with questions

of beaver activity and climate patterns, butvaterlogs, the frogs, and especially the goslings
the wetland lcorgple>|< is nOV\lldGStab“Shed ando the Hinesburg Hollow wetlands, though
Vermont Wetland Rules would not permit anyquite different from the way they used to be in .
major changes 1o it. recent memory, may in many respects be mor R‘|Chm0nd HOHme _Supley 0P 10TV UK
Beaver-created wetlands are essential to many DOXD E 0 H_ DV ORQJ DV ZH ) DQ AJ XY ﬁzg\é%éj; JREELL <

species. They are living and feeding areas foMay 0 coexist with the creatures who use i }

moose, bear, otter, mink, waterfowl, songbirdsand call ithome. 021 )5, + 637 + 681
DPSKLELDQV UHSWLOHV (DR Rdymids is A WidnbBr QfGhe Rilitikgtbh
Conservation Commission.)
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Resting Lion Studio

IXXWZ\QVO [UITT J][QVMI[
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Roger A. St. Hilaire Jr.

Manager / Funeral Director

802-434-2231 » 22 Depot St « Richmond 05477

Your ad.

This space.
$35.

Prepay? Save 5%.

Advertise with us!

Contact Meg Northrop at
advertising@timesinkvt.org

Invest in affordable, carbon-free

COMFORT

News from Area Churches

; ; 0 D UF K Easter
Richmond Congregatlonal Church D Easter Sunrise at the Volunteers Green

802-434-2053 (www.rccucc.org) Park . o
0DUEK PaNPSunday Worship and CD IEanter Ce:_ebrat|or(13W0rsh|p with RCC
Brunch with Revs. Katelyn Macrae & Doug O ' OR THE LOVEOFL0D
Wysockey-Johnson $ S U L8&unday School

ODUFK M&uRdy Thursday Worship $S UL O WorBH®p with Rev. Doug
at Williston Federated Church Wysockey-Johnson

0ODUFK G&R Friday Worship at $SULO WorsHp with RCC Choir
Richmond Congregational Church $SULO WoiBHp

A Century of Stories,
Conservation, and Recreation

Vermont State Parks is celebrating its 100thatural wonders and recreational opportunities
anniversary this year, marking a century opur parks offer. As we cherish these natural
conserving and interpreting the state's naturdfeasures, Forests, Parks and Recreation’s
cultural, and scenic heritage while providingcommissioner, Danielle Fitzko, encourages
recreational opportunities for residents an@veryone to ‘Try Vermont' and experience the
visitors alike. The anniversary celebratiortnique beauty our state parks have to offer.
began at the Vermont State House on FEbr“aﬁchording to State Parks Director, Nate

15, 2024. McKeen, Vermont State Parks are a key
Vermont State Parks’ journey began in 19240mponent of Vermont's $1.9 billion outdoor

when Frances Humphreys donated lantecreation economy, providing visitors with

for the creation of Mt. Philo State Park inaffordable, high-quality places to stay as
Charlotte, the first state park in Vermontthey explore surrounding communities and
Over the years, the park system grew througitractions, as well as opportunities to watch
land donations, Civilian Conservation Corpgvildlife, share a picnic with friends, and enjoy

projects, and the efforts of dedicated individualéhe great outdoors.

and organizations. Today, Vermont State Pa”ﬁcKeen said “State parks are an amazing
encompasses 55 parks, spanning the entire staffosq story with over one million visitors

anq connecting peoplg fo the outdoors .throu ch year. Our 100th year anniversary marks
a diverse range of activities, from camping an

hiking to swimming and boating,

. and naturey, ¢t re generations can enjoy the beauty and
education.

State parks_ CO”“'b%“.e to the state's overaljy are encouraged to share your own Vermont
quahty_of life, providing a sense of plapeState Parks story at vermontparksforever.org/
and pride _for Vermonters and enhanc'n%tories or plan ahead to create future stories
the attractiveness of Vermont as a tourisiy memories by making a camping reservation
destination. This vast connection of speci hrough vtstateparks.com. For additional
places promote physical and ".‘e”ta' healthytormation follow Vermont State Parks on
foster environmental stewardship, and creaiGgagram at vistateparks and track the hashtag
lasting memories. #vtstateparks100th.

Vermont State Parks is committed to inclusivity,

ensuring that everyone has equal access to the

Green Mountain Passports:
Free State Parks Admission

Vermont residents, age 62 or older, and arjo enjoy unlimited use of the parks, you must
Vermont resident who is a veteran who hapurchase your Green Mountain Passport from
been honorably discharged from active duty igour Town Clerk.

US armed services, are eligible for a lifetime.. o
day entry pass into the parks called the Gre%lchmond..Lmo_la_ Parent, 802-434-2221
Mountain Passport. The cost of the GMP is untington: Heidi Racht, 802-434-2032
one-time fee of $2.

Looking for a Better
TV Experience?

Try NewGMA
FREE for 30 Days!

GMA Video is a fully-featured, streaming TV servidbat's a complete replacement for traditional cal# or
satellite television. You'll enjoy:

f FREE HD Channels, Cloud DVR, Restart TV, and Replay TV
Your favorite local broadcast channels and cable rnsvorks

f

f Personalized viewing recommendations
f Easy self-installation and no contracts

f

™
Best value—packages starting as low as $45.25 pemonth M O UGNRTE)A&EI ﬁ

Call 802-496-3391 ACCESS
5VA MVY OPZ -9,, Bidademanmscessnet

GMA Video is available to Green Mountain Access higspeed internet customers only. Requires internespeeds of a
TPUPT\T VM 41WZ (M[LY AYZ[ TVU[O TVU[OS® ZLY]PJL JOHYNLZ "PSS HWWS"
service. Additional terms and conditions apply.

p @22

Cornerstone Grou|

UHAHFWLRQ SRLQW WR EXLOG

EHQHAWV RI RXU VWDWH SDUNV
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Cold Frames as Season Extenders GoV's Institute Applications
Submitted by Andrea Knepper boards that are as long as the perimeter of theomin Open for Summer Programs

and six or more inches wide. With a little effort, you
d frames allow for the early planting of springcan obtain these materials for free or at a very loWhe Governor’s Institutes of Vermont (GIV) hasAt GIV, students learn from industry profes

Gegetables such as lettuce, radishes, carrots agekt by looking at places like social media listing®pened applications for the 2024 offerings ofionals, participate in hands-on projects, and

cabbage by protecting them from frostandcoldd QG LQ FODVVLAHG DGV their residential summer programs. Passiona&xplore career options - all while having fun
temperatures at the beginning of the season. | . important to note that caution is necessary whevlermont ninth, tenth, and eleventh grade stuand making friends. The programs are designed
You can construct a season-extending cold frame fgiing salvaged materials. You should avoid treatedents are invited to apply for "the experiencéo be affordable to all Vermont families with
your garden with an old window, some salvaged woogiood as the chemical preservatives can leachtigto tof a lifetime." scholarships that allow students to pay as little
and basic tools and hardware. This enclosed bdx wikoil and your vegetables. Wood that looks oﬁ-colob 85 $10 to attend.

a transparent top allows sunlight to heat the spaggone way to identify treated wood. When in doubt, IV Institutes take place on Vermont colleg
within. Gardeners can anticipate the temperatuteeep looking. campuses and give their attendees the eppdglV has served more than 13,000 Vermonters

inside a cold frame to be 5 to 10 degrees warmey . _ _ tunity to dive deep into a topic of interest forover 40 years, and will welcome 550 young
than the outside air. ?:mgaggnzhg#gnbe zi‘:]‘z'gz?othsninmat‘ﬁg‘gvgozotlgn intensive one to two weeks. Each Institutpeople in the summer of 2024. To learn more
' yp g % focused around a career-oriented topic inabout GIV's 2024 summer Institutes, visit

One easy cold frame to make is a wooden box wéth thhuild your cold frame. As always, use the necessaly . e . o : . )
back taller than the front with a window that acts agrotective equipment when doing so. Iud'mg Arts, Engmeenng, Entrepreneurshlphttps._//gw.org or email heI_Io_@glv.or_g with any
the lid. There is no bottom, so the frame can Biea Environmental Science and Technology, Globatjuestions. Students can visit www.giv.org/apply

moved to any location with soil suitable for planting O"'c€ YoU have secured your window and wooqgg a5 and Youth Action, Health and Medicine WR AOO RXW D VLPSOH DSSOLFDWLRC

measure the perimeter of your window and make . . .
7KH SODFHPHQW RI \RXU FROG hdi® ot th¥diméndihiLide hovReil yob Raat thF@Iathematu:al Sciences, and Technology ani March 31.

place them directly in a garden bed and then remoyent of the box to be. The back of the box should bR €SI9N- New for this year will be two sessionspy . G4y emors Institutes of Vermont is a
them when temperatures warm. You also can put osefew inches taller to create a slanted top. of the Health_and Medicine Institute to aceom. F RQSURAW RUJDQL]DWLR OR
h t tabl lier in t modate the high demand for career pathways i QRQ QL Q
near your house 1o access vegelables earlier in .hﬁwe angled top of the side panels will be the SaMf e health t R > 9 VWXGHQWV QHHG AQDQFLDO L
season. This is especially helpful if your garden is . ; - e health care sector. To ai Il 802-865-4448 isit
not easily accessible in the winter months. Make su'cn9th s the sides of the window. After markirigth ysar. 10 give, ca OF VISILWWWW.
Y ' rgark the front and back heights and cut. Make two giv.org/support

your cold frame faces south to soak up the sunshmOf these sides.

et e sane windon oo sk wi weeg 506D ansshu 1v o sso (L@@AGUS Ok Women Voters of
' Gardener, who lives in Bolton.) .
Vermont O ers Scholarships

L O Cal C al e n d ar The League of Women Voters of Vermont EduThree $2,000 scholarships will be awarded

cation Fund is now accepting applications foWR VWXGHQWYV ZKR GHPRQVWUDWF

Richmond its Winona Smith Scholarship program. Createscholastic achievement, and come highly recom
Regular Meetings can sometimes Dron-O Center in 1998 to honor the legacy of League leadenended by their teacher.
i i i P Winona Smith, the scholarship is awarded an, ) ..«

be held in phyS|caI locations. Open all year Tuesday, nuallv to local hiah school seniors who embod pplications, due on May 1, can be completed
Remote options remain in place Thursday, Satrday, 8330, | 8 Y 0 e O e e copline at htps:/ibit ly/LWVScholarshipDetails.

' Located on Route 117 € charactenistics and quaiities Smith CISpIAYeg, o y1q need to submit two essays (500 words),
Go to the town's website RICHMOND TRAILS comgiT|_(80 Rogers Lane). of civic participation and community service. one on issues concerning voting rights, and the
(JE& 8Z u YvP o]vIMKEERichmond:3rd Tues, 7 pm, . : : other on the impact of a recent civic, national
SELECTBOARD: d}jAv. v§ ED YvP ZHUWO"Sh'p RIChmOHd I—Ibrary or world event. A letter of recommendation
Hunfington: 1t & ?;rd Mondays, Z! .DKE > E st gall for information. from a teacher is also required: https:/bit.ly/

continued from page 7
OWii %uU *}}u u v v p x Thursday. Monitor Barn Annex. All }uupv]3C ZuE Z }( ,fundlayP$}vw bag LWVTeacherRec.

Richmond: i+3 ~ i@ D}v c-uFwhio tu X v D EYv ?gr?m’?mﬁ?Zt@sﬁnsdgd?gﬁmﬂnghaergn 9%DE\ /D STi& Bhirt, active story time The scholarship can be applied toward continu

pm, Town Center TOWN HALL COMMITTEE  3rd Tuesday (434-3155). is for our youngest little book lovers and theiftion of education in an accredited vocational-
SCHOOL BOARD: Huntington: 4th Thursday, 7 pm, 21 Zupv WPE P Viv o zpadPWRyps. We'll look at picture books, singtechnical or trade school and two- or four-year
DDDhA s " IE D}v CeuMWMPSIV dPAV 00X ot Christ20 Church Street. Simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncingellege or university. Scholarship recipients will
pm. Meetings will rotate among 4J|§| RARY 434-2053. Sunday Worship and Sundayand sometimes get out the shakers and scarvB§.announced on June 1.

IC

wéezbsiteD f'?) rDs';;\ciﬁ;S,Zv}vgvsv'césu midfid:Trustees, 1st Thursday in School, 10 am. This program is designed for infants and early 5t year, LWV scholarships were awarded
TIXASX e X . : " January, March, April, June, Septem gyr Lady of the Holy Rosary Roman Catho toddlers. Mondays at 10:30 am. to students from Thetford Academy, Windsor,

€ " E}A u EU OWii %o uli¥ChuiréhZ id P} pe Yiv o ee oW A X : : :
y ) 9-10:15 am, CI-IIxh;)qS,}lFleichmgnd. S}acrament"' RUD GHO &XHQWR 6 ShiQ LQ_tt@r yaley Ynign, ang Middlebury Union
PLANNING COMMISSION A“‘éEYVS mwmm\.’ftess' days j( 7}y Jo] V}vW ~ $X iWifingtivé Spanish speakers, Chichi and Eva fdfigh Schools.
L?;'UY\(,PWF\,HXMh Tues, 7 pm, pub|ic(ﬁibrary},}4g4.u4583_v Vo ISt ,A@h-ﬂ‘i?’o am. thirty minutes of picture book stories a”dQuestions can be directed to Becky Miller,
Community Alliance Church190 Pond  rhymes. This program is a great introduction Qwvofvt.edfund@gmail.com.

Richmond:1st & 3rd Wed, 7 pm, . . ~}A Eo0}}]VP sheU 5]v PX A . )
Town Cente JhEd/E'dKE E Z'z K D(ﬁ Sam Sunday school for all ages, WithSﬁ‘a(ﬁlsﬁ fof Young children and a nice way for

TEEIE t U 6 %uU «}}u u Y¥8Xy 5 v o VA -v ~ )eparentsoofolder children placed in the Spanish
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 482-2132, www.hines burgcma.org Immersion Program to hear the language. Joig

,GEV(TI\]/(FJ;_é:}r;V?J}e}sijupm?vglhsr;( DKgDEh}Eéld z D'Z }y\]/\g;;w . @] z} hv]$ D $7} R 1Zp@sziv the Community Room at 10:30 am off
.7 i Jericho Comers. Sunday Worship andthe third Saturday of every month, Septembd  J&K Property Maintenange
Richmond:2nd & 4th Wed, 7 pm, 00 (}& Jv(}EuU Y}VX ZuE€ zZ » Z}}o 6 u AJvs8 E y *Lyu yuraay Y P perty

IWE G € "$u C dp » owhir W <]l i
Town Center. Hale and Hearty Seniors Clubnd Tr]wrcr)\pson, 895();-4288. SHG i owh <! Keith Dunbar
WATER & SEWER COMMISSION X ,}0G Z}+ G W €]:Z . 00U 0 %auXy = 6HHNLQJ $UWLVW VWO gdécus RP O i Vi Edval
Richmond:1st Mon., Town Center ~ S€Pt-May. PE viv: €] Z) v§GE ]E Or?,nﬂyv f@e&'}%l's %:;rt shows for our Wa”S_anc Garage Cleanouts
HHCT (Huntinaton Historic and A V'Y ZLASZ W =8 & w dlisplayecase in 2024. If you ha\{e framed piecep saasonal Cleanups
CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Huntington Historic and "¢ . @A] -« ii u o]A(art,®hotopraphy) and would like to schedul o Di
Richmond:2nd Tues, 7 pm, Town Ctr COmMuniy Trusst Thurs, Hun & © )i % P X “uv ¢ 2)usZ "SEApdW aidct Us to choose your month, Np DS FICk P
ToNKZnd TUes, ¢ pm, JvPEIv Wio] >] € ECUuEWbEuXI AddiXi ASX) 3 _ 0S€ Y . .
Huntington: iv dZpE+ ¢ CEO\&Ib u &} © v X _professional experience is necessary, just Labor Help ¢ Free Estimates

YoUU o } } uXx
Howl Women's Landonthly Busi  Rte 15 (near Browns Trace) Jericho, 899- A . .
RECREATION COMMITTEE "/ """ 0 6 1y Xuv CI8YIU ZAX Evlo dZ}u +U wsegking jatergsting collections for our foye | 13Z>il% E}% ESCu Jv§
Richmond: 1st Tues, 7-9 pm, Town “MEA] W 6 u ~vuEe EC didplaycEse.llf you are a collector of thimblesl
Center Mtg Room - Allomen WEICOME: Sunday School & Bile Stdy. 1030 &Mold books, feathers, nut crackers or anythin
VUPEWEW U 6 %uU Z 43@'3953- www.goodshepherdjericho.org ! » U R ything
THVY VP SiE 0 %ou lo OVH WKDW ZRXOG AW LQ RXU_EDVH WKDW \RX _ZRXOG
é\@ﬁf {6 share, we would love to hear from

or Community Church. D}uvs D ve. 0 hv]§ E] vrh\ﬂ
Fellowship:iofi s Gu}vs Z}us (AU ) )
~57 & Ev &} (E}u Wou. &allzgr email the library.
Wil use EA] ¢+ }v v (JUESZ “puv C

(September to June). All are welcome.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Churchi 01 S S\yjjlingness to share your talent. We're als  «¥u & « ~ %% }]vsu vEeW r/

Forestry Mulching Services Shop
for private and commercial projects
Forestry mulching, Loca y.
E u}A o }( JvA «]JA AP S|[V}v -~ u}CESgppor'[ VOTE
Please check out our website: our
AAAXASo v u Jvs v v X }u

Brian Washburn Advertisers. .
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434-4533(voice only) « 802-373-1755 (cell)
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OFFICIAL WARNING
MOUNT MANSFIELD UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

April 2, 2024

The legal voters of the Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District comprising the voters of Bo
Huntington, Jericho, Richmond, and Underhill, are hereby notified and warned to meet at polling
hereinafter named for each of the above-referenced towdgah2, 2024, at 7:00 a.m. (Huntington at 6:30 a.m
at which time the polls will open until 7:00 p.m. at which time the polls will close, to transact the follo\
business involving voting by Asiralian ballot:

Article 1: To elect the following officers:

a Moderator for one year,

a Clerk for one year,

a Treasurer for one year.
Article 2: Shall the voters of the Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District authorize the school b
under 16 V.S.A. 562 (9) to borrow money by issuance of bonds or notes not in excess of
anticipated revenue for the school year?

Article 3: Shall the voters of the Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District approve the School Bc
to exend$60,123,048vhich is the amount the School Board has determined to be necessa

the 2024-25 fiscal year?

Upon closing of the polls, the ballot boxes will be sealed, transported to, and opened at the Richmont
Center in the Town of Richmond, the ballots commingled and publicly counted by representatives of the
of Civil Authority of the Towns of Bolton, Huntington, Jericho, Richmond, and Underhill under the supervisit
the Clerk of the Mount Mansfield Unified UnidBchool District.

Informational Hearing

Said persons and voters are further notified and warned that Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 6:00 P.M. at the
Mansfield Union High School, in Jericho, VT shall serve as an informational meeting to discuss Articles 3 w
will be voted on by Australian ballot on April 2, 2024. A virtual option will be available at:

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/epk-nuwn-ioy
Or dial: (US) +1 765-329-3138 PIN: 349 034 792#

Polling Places

The voters residing in the Mount Mansfield Unified Union will cast their ballots in the polling places desigi
for their towns as follows:

Bolton * Smilie Memorial School * 7am-7pm
Huntington ~ * Brewster-Pierce Memorial School * 6:30 am -7 pm
Jericho * Mt. Mansfield Union High School * 7am-7pm
Richmond * Richmond Town Center * 7am-7pm
Underhill * Underhill Town Hall * 7am-7pm

This Official Warning is meant to and hereby does supersede the Official March 5, 2024 Warning dated J
15, 2024 and previously posted.

Dated this 28th day of February, 2024.

SCHOOL DIRECTORS

Kevin Campbell Edye Graning Katie Nelson
Susan Lillich Diane Kirson-Glitman Tara Arneson
Gail Conley Lisa Pawlik Andrew Pond

Stuart Morigeau Alison Conant Heather Chadwick

Eric Gildemeister Ethan Maurer Grace Batsie

Gabrielle O'Mally

Received for record this 28th day of February, 2024, A.D.

, Clerk, Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District
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Into the Woods

Five Techniques for Managing a Forest E ciently

KDELWDWV DQG EHQHAWV ,W.V

. dead trees will be a real asset to the health and
Some of my favorite forest managers areecology of your forest

landowners, people who work on a small scale
to make their forest a little heathier and more#. Girdle some trees. “Girdling” a tree means
vibrant each year. While a thoughtful forestcreating two shallow, parallel cuts around

steward can have a truly positive relationshigits circumference, just deep enough to touch
with their woods, the breadth of their impact isits wood. This severs the tree's cambium,
OLPLWHG E\ WKHLU AQLWH averrudlypkgicy thepreesand tarring R tla

XVLQJ WKHVH AYH VLPSO H'sW®H @Kead-staa¢ing treeR whighis@nother
maximize the positive impact that you haveimportant habitat. | generally use girdling as a
on your forest. faster and safer method for killing trees that are

by Ethan Tapper

1. Leave dead trees alond.
Fallen trees, dead-standing
WUHHV DQG GHD|G ZRRG EHQHAW
wildlife habitat, soil health
and fertility, carbon storage
and forest hydrology, among
other things. If the tree is
dead, leave it alone! Be
proactive, not reactive:
focus on cutting living trees,
especially unhealthy treeq
which are competing with
healthier “crop trees.”

2. Use the “crop tree release
method. Crop tree release i
a shift in the way that we
look at the forest: instead
of focusing on cutting all
the trees that “need to go’
— trees that are unhealthy,
that have wounds or defects,
trees of undesired speciep
— we find our forest'’s
healthiest, most promising
trees and release them from
competition individually.
“Crop tree” is a bhit of a
misnomer: while a crop tree
could be a tree that we're Courrtesy hotoa cherry tree released using the crop tree release method.
encouraging to produce a

crop like maple sap, it can

also be any healthy tree of almost any specie§ompeting with crop trees but are too dangerous
:KDW PDNHV FURS WUHH UtalH®dliAg wilktuiA frags intp agardsyso
that we only cut trees that are competing wittit's not a method to be used around your house
our crop trees. If a tree isn’'t competing with a0r your recreational trails.

crop tree, leave it alone. To learn more about ot comfortable with “messiness.” In

crop tree release, check out t_his video onmypuynN LQJ ZLWK KXQGUHGV RI OD
YouTube channel, or my article about it iy, nearly everyone's instincts tell them that a
Northern Woodlands magazine. healthy, well-managed forest looks like a park:

3. Get comfortable with cutting trees andwith large, evenly-spaced trees and a clear, open
leaving them on the ground. As you releaséinderstory. In fact, healthy forests are “messy,”

your crop trees, you'll end up cutting trees thawith trees of all different sizes and ages, dead

are smaller or that, for a variety of reasons, justees, gaps in the canopy and tons of dead wood

aren’t worth pulling out of the woods. InsteadRQ WKH IRUHVW ARRU "&OHDQLC
of taking the time to process these small treegemoving dead trees and dead wood, managing
LQWR AUHZRRG OHDYH W Kthem R Igokiike parksy-Rsyagt @istm @ aste of
PRYH RQ 7KLV ZLOO EH D Preeuitactally makegouw forasts lerg healthy,

your time — allowing you to release more crogess resilient, less rich with habitat. When

trees and thus have a greater positive impact 30U manage your forest, avoid piling brush or

your woods — and will also increase the amouriopping-up trees and branches so that they lie

of dead wood in your forest and its associatedt®DW RQ WKH JURXQG :KLOH WKH
look neater, these practices actually diminish
PDQ\ RI WKH EHQHAWYV WKDW W/
tops offer to wildlife and forest ecology. If you

can learn to appreciate the messiness, you'll see

that not “cleaning-up” your forest will save you

tons of time and energy, and make your forest
healthier at the same time.

U7

To learn more about these five techniques,
watch a short video on my YouTube channel:
here.

(WKDQ 7DSSHU LV WKH &KLWWHQG
IRU WKH 9HUPRQW 'HSW RI )RU
Recreation. See what he's been up to, check out
his YouTube channel, sign up for his eNews and
read articles he’s written at https://linktr.ee/
ChittendenCountyForester.)

VOTE
April 2
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Community Babies of the New Year(s)

Two local families each had g
New Year's Day baby. Parke
Haskins was born at the UVM
Medical Center on January
1, 2023. She was the third
Vermont baby of the year and
the second new human being
at the Burlington hospital. Her,
parents are Adam Hasking
and Kaycee Severance. She
is also lucky to live near her
grandparents Mike and Chrsting
Haskins.

Wyatt Murray was born at
the UVM Medical Center on
January 1, 2024. He was thg
AUVW EDE\ Rl WKH| QHZ \HDU DW WKH
hospital. A few hours later, hig
parents Josh and Korin Murray
OHDUQHG KH ZDV |9HUPRQW V AUVW
baby. And, then they were told
he was the first baby in thg
northeast, the second, also fa
boy, was born in New York State
about eight hours later.

Waytt's grandparents are Peggy
Murray and Kevin Youngman.

His great-grandparent is Russell
Murray.

Parker Haskins, born January 1, 2023, lives in Huntington. She was the oldest 2023
ADWW 0XUUD\ ERUQ -DQXDU\ OLYHV LQ 5LFKPRQG baby - over a year old! - at the Huntington Public Library's Baby Brunch in January.

BILL
ATWOOD

EXCAVATING

"Over 40 years Experience"

EXCAVATOR / DOZER Clearing For View - House Site
Driveway - Repair - Resurface Additions - Garage
Drainage work House Sites - Demolition

Ditching - Culverts

Foundation Footing Drain
Repair - Septic Repair Recreation « Tree Harvesting

Forest Access Trails For

Call Bill Atwood 802 373 0943 e« Billatwood311@gmail.com
1044 Theodore Roosevelt Hwy. (Route 2), Waterbury, Vermont 05676-9312
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All Things Human

by Demaris Tisdale \_Ne_ don't want to have to accept ecological
limits. It's easier to be oblivious or put our
Thinking Rationa”y IDLWK LQ WHFKQRORJ\ WR A[ LW

) to pollute the earth. We don’t want to_have
‘KHQ D PDQ EHJLQV WR I'HEQiniY SdpiatirHortford/ ity BiSrfBlte
one who can lead in this republic, he is guilty ofespurces, or consume less, because we just
treason to the spirit of our institutions.” can't tolerate being limited. We want to believe
—Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933) e have unlimited resources and the planet
ally, a good friend of mine from college, ZLOO SURYLGH IRU RXU QHHGV 1
Secently wrote to inform me of the birth of we are oblivious to the fact that we have been
er daughter’s third child. Sally expresse@Xxceeding our limits and overshooting them
grave concern about her daughter’s decision &#1ce December 1970, when Paul Ehrlich wrote
she described the state of the planet. She said dhig PoruLATION Bome.

worries about her granddaughter’s future, anfost of us are psychologically intact and able
what kind of world the child will have to live in. tg think rationally. We learn from experience
Today, these kinds of life decisions are not easyng are able to interact in the world around us.
We each have personal reasons for our beligRespite this, we have a powerful unconscious
and the actions we take. Our backgroundsf which we are, in fact, unaware. This
LQAXHQFH RXU GHYHORS P HJ@F MG lkiRxzV zZHD M DAPKFK JUHD W'
choose to live our lives. Much depends on th&e know about. People who have greater skills
nurturing we received and the opportunities wand resources need to accept a greater share of
have had that allow us to grow and learn. If wéhe responsibility. In reality, we are not all born
have had the necessary love and caring, we c&@ual, but many of us do have choices.

mature and establish our own independent livegnfortunately, some of our citizens have

We will have learned how to live together informed opinions that are inconsistent with
society and how to be good citizens. rational thinking. For example, some folks
We humans are by nature egocentric and thigelieve it's a bad idea to vaccinate to protect
can cloud our thinking and resulting actions. Wéitizens from COVID or from measles. These
are often more concerned about ourselves thdeUH QRW VFLHQWLAFDOO\ HQGF
about the needs of others or the world arour@pvernor of one state has decided that certain
us. At the same time, we'd like to believe we ar@istory books that have been widely accepted
omnipotent and can arrange things the way wi@r more than a century are incorrect and
want. We pretend there are no limits, and thanust be removed. They are misguided and
we can do whoever we please. We feel entitleghisinformed, of course, and continue to refuse
This thinking is largely unconscious, driven byto accept reality. The egocentricity of these
motivations of which we are unaware, and igeople gives them a feeling of omnipotence
evident in our behavior and interactions witiend an experience of fascination with their own
other people. illusion of superiority.

We humans are drawn to imagination anahinking rationally requires self-discipline and
are fascinated with the idea of omnipotencéin open mind. We can all help each other to
We wish we wouldn’t have to accept reality/mprove our capacity to listen, read and learn.
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