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Making the Village 
Sidewalks Safer 

Richmond photographer Pennie Rand took these photos of the work in progress on the sidewalks in front of her house on Bridge 

Street. Above, a squirrel's view through the daffodils planted along the road by Richmond resident Mary Houle. Below. prepping the 

base for the work, as seen from Rand's house on the corner of Bridge and Church Streets. MMU Section
Do you have a graduating high school senior? The 
Times Ink is planning its annual MMU  section for 
the next issue. 

What is needed to make the section fun:

Pictures of seniors participating in school sports, 
performences and other activities. 

Graduation photos with friends and family.

Photos taken of activities outside of school (hikes, 
vacations, with pets) could also be used. 

Email a PDF to the Times Ink - news@timesinkvt.
org - by June 20.)

Help Sponsor the MMU Section 
Sponsors are needed to help cover the costs of 
the additional pages. To get your name on the list 
of sponsors or to make an anonymous donation, 
send $20 to TI MMU Section, PO Box 532, Rich-
mond. Display ads are also available. Contact Meg 
Gross Northrup at advertising@timesinkvt.org

Richmond Meeting is 
Back on Tuesday 
Plan to attend Town Meeting in Richmond on the real Town Meeting 
Day in 2024: March 5. 

A Special Town Meeting was held in Richmond on April 29, after a 
petition was circulated to move Richmond's Town Meeting from the 
Saturday before Town Meeting Day back to its original date. Over 90 
people attended the meeting at the Richmond Free Library where the 
voters discussed and the decided to change the meeting back. It was not 
quite unanimous but a substantial majority with three nay votes.

At Richmond's Town Meeting, voters can discuss the articles and amend 
them. Included in the business of the day is the town's operating budget, 
awards and recognitions, and other business. The meeting is usually lively.

Green Burials
On a less lively note... Interest is keen in Vermont for natural burials, 
known as Green Burials. The Huntington Cemetery Commissioners are 
looking at this option and a potential location for Green Burials in the 
town's cemeteries. The Board's goal is to make a determination or plan 
this summer, as the topic has been coming up for years. 

As the research continues, the Commissioners plan to meet with a 
representative from the organization Vermont Natural Burials to ascertain 
if the town has the capability to do this. Included in the details for this 
would be the location and access, year-round burial as there is no winter 
storage, markers (or not), site preparation and other details. 

The Commissioners plan to hold an informational meeting this summer. 
Details to be announced.
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Letters
Write to Us!
Letters on local topics are encouraged. Please submit to 
news@timesinkvt.org . All submissions must have a signature 
and phone number for verification. Letters with an inflam-
matory tone, or prose likely to incite high blood pressure in 
some of the readers, will be reviewed and evaluated by THE 
TIMES INK! Board of Directors before printing. 

Deadline: June 15
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Do you live outside Richmond or Huntington?
Do you want to keep up with The Times? 
Subscribe to THE TIMES INK! OF RICHMOND 

& HUNTINGTON. 

Name___________________________
Street or Box No __________________
Town, State, Zip___________________

Mail check or money order to 
The Times Ink!, PO Box 532, Richmond, VT 05477

The Community Senior Center begins its 
annual drive this month to raise funding 
required for its expanded list of activities 
and programs that now serve over 500 

area participants. 

This year’s budget calls for $25,500 to cover 
the costs of bringing dozens of diverse activities 
and informative programs to a growing number 
of seniors each week. The organization depends 
fully on contributions from individuals to cover 
the cost of activities and programs, and does not 
draw from the towns’ tax revenues. It receives 
some support from grants for special projects. 
It also does not have a physical facility and the 
related costs. Rather, the CSC utilizes spaces best 
suited to each activity that local churches and 
towns provide at reasonable rates.

Over 75% of the funds raised by the non-profit 
go directly to support programs and activities 
that are coordinated by more than 50 volunteer 
leaders. The weekly line-up encompasses health 
and wellness, recreational sports, arts, crafts, social coffee 
hours, and groups that meet to discuss books and current events. 
Seniors learn new skills in a writers’ group, memoir writing 
classes, and in Spanish and French conversation, among other 
offerings. Online sessions help with grief support and weight 
management. While some activities like snow-shoeing and 
hiking are seasonal, the CSC hosts others like Pickle Ball 
indoors and out as the weather dictates, and has easy walks 
year-round. 

Part of the budget covers fees for authors and professional 
speakers who are experts in various fields. Other programs 
to provide learning experiences include travelogues by area 
residents, and collaborative programs with town organizations, 
all at no cost to the CSC.

This year’s budget parallels that of last year. The level of funding 
has allowed the CSC to make fees optional for activities with 
costs that participants typically cover for things like bowling 
equipment rentals. The intent is to allow all seniors to participate 
at no cost if circumstances make it difficult from time to time.  

The CSC is also developing ways to do more for seniors through 
its new Senior Support initiative. According to Board Chair 
Jane Vossler, “One example is the clinic we coordinate with 
the generous support of Richmond Family Medicine to provide 
foot care to seniors unable to administer it themselves. We are 
also exploring ways to make more of what we do accessible to 
those who may not be able to participate otherwise.”

Those wishing to support the CSC’s work can send a check to 
the Community Senior Center, P.O. Box 508, Richmond 05477, 
or contribute by credit card on its website at cscvt.org.

Become a Richmond 
History Volunteer
Memorial Day weekend marks the beginning of the Round 
Church’s summer/fall visitor and events season.  There’s a lot 
going on this year – from a four-show Round Church Concert 
Series beginning on June 25, to weddings, to group tours 
bringing in visitors from all over the country. We will need 
help from the community to make this season a success.  Our 
volunteer wish list includes:

• Greeters and parking assistants for each of the four Round 
Church concerts;

• Guides to serve three-hour shifts (10 am to 1pm or 1 pm to  
4pm) during the Round Church Visitor Season;

• A Bell Ringer to climb into the belfry when this service is 
requested by a wedding party, and

• Hosts for weddings, recitals and other Round Church special 
occasions.

If your Richmond history interests extend beyond spending a 
few hours at the Round Church, consider volunteering to help 
the RHS with archival, website maintenance, and/or writing 
projects.

To find out more, contact RHS Volunteer coordinator, Meg 
Fugate (meghughart@gmail.com), or Round Church Guide 
Service coordinator, Martha Turner (turnerbatt@aol.com).

With the support of Richmond Community Garden, the CSC constructed raised beds 

where seniors could socialize and exchange ideas during the 2022 growing season. 

Community Senior Center Sets Fundraising Goal
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MMU to Present Black Comedy

Things are going badly for struggling artist 
Brindsley Miller and his fiancée Carol during 
a party designed to impress Carol’s bombastic 
father, Colonel Melkett, and millionaire Georg 
Bamberger, who may buy some of Brindsley’s 
sculptures. They have borrowed (without 
permission) the furniture and effects of their 
fussy neighbor, Ellis, to make Brindsley's more 
presentable. Before the guests arrive the power 
goes out, plunging the flat into darkness; only 
the audience can see what is happening. What 
follows is a frantic romp with unexpected visi-

Richmond’s forested wildlands have long been 
appreciated as excellent wildlife habitat. From 
the nearby summits of Mount Mansfield and 
Camels Hump, uninterrupted foothills sweep 
all the way down to the Winooski River Valley 
and Richmond, and include the Town’s Andrews 
Community Forest.

“These unspoiled forests make up one of 
Vermont’s largest core habitats,” says Susan 
Morse, a widely acknowledged wildlife expert 
and photographer, and founder and science 
director for Keeping Track. “They contribute 
to a richness of plant and animal species that is 
unparalleled across Vermont.”

Morse will speak at the Richmond Free Library 
on June 7 about the habits and habitats of the 
wildlife found in the Andrews Community 
Forest, illustrating her talk with photos of plant 
and animal life typical to the Forest.

Enjoying Town Forest Trails 
with Wildlife in Mind

Sue Morse’s talk on June 7 talk will feature some of the thousands of photos she’s taken of local 
wildlife, such as this bobcat.

“Places like this are vital, worthy of our 
protection and stewardship,” says Morse. 
“Vermont’s wildest wildlife are at home there, 
largely free from the hazards and harassments 
associated with people, roads and our vehicles. 

“That’s why we need to think about how we can 
balance our recreational pleasures with securing 
critical sanctuary for wildlife.” 

Morse’s storytelling and photos have been 
enjoyed by audiences across the country. Fun, 
compelling and full of humor, her presentation 
informs and entertains adults and young people 
alike. That’s why the show’s organizers urge 
people to bring their kids and grandkids.

Morse’s June 7 talk at the Richmond Free 
Library will take place at 7 pm. It is being pre-
sented with the support of Friends of Forest and 
the Richmond Conservation Commission, with 
assistance from the library and Mount Mansfield 
Cable Television.

A romp with mistaken identities and surprises lurking in every dark corner, BLACK COMEDY promises a fun 

evening for the whole family. The MMU Theatre Department's Senior Production will be presented on 

June 2 and 3.

tors, mistaken identities, and surprises lurking 
in every dark corner! The result, as you might 
expect, is chaotic, disastrous – and very funny! 

The Mount Mansfield Union High School The-
atre Department presents the end of the year 
Senior Theatre Production of BLACK COMEDY, a 
British farce by Peter Shaffer. Performances will 
be Friday and Saturday, June 2 and 3,  at 7:30 
pm.  Tickets are $5 for students and children and 
$7 for general admission and will be available 
at the door.  Fun for the whole family.

Huntington's 12th 
Annual 

Race for Sundaes
Saturday, June 25

1 mile fun walk/run, 
and 5 k

Registration is OPEN. 
Register online in advance: 

http://huntingtonrace4sundaes.weebly.com/

Information: 
race4sundaes@gmail.com

Proceeds go to "Neighbor Helping Neighbor" which gives financial support to 
struggling individuals in the Huntington community and surrounding areas.  

Tue 10-1
Thu 4-6
Sat 10-1

www.richmondfoodshelf.org • 58 Bridge Street, Richmond VT • 802.578.4283

Did You Know... Did You Know... 
volunteers from our community are producing 
quality vegetables for our Food Shelf clients? 

photo credit Judy B
ush

Sat 10-1

Open Wednesday -Sunday  10-4, May - October 
Open by appointment, November 1 - April 20
museum@birdsofvermont.org • http://www.birdsofvermont.org

The Richmond Parade and Fireworks Commit-
tee is hard at work planning the July 4 activi-
ties. Right now, the plan is for the parade and 
activities at the park. In the evening there will 
be several live bands and a karaoke contest, so 
bring your best singing voices! The whole day 
will be concluded with fireworks at the park. 

The Parade Theme this year is MUSIC, MUSIC, 
MUSIC. What a fabulous opportunity to strut 
your stuff. Sign ups are open now for parade 
entries and vendors, on the town website: rich-

July 4 is Fast Approaching
mondvt.gov (boards-meetings/parade and fire-
works) and at the Town Office don’t miss out! 

https://www.richmondvt.gov/boards-meet-
ings/parade-and-fireworks-committee

We always need more volunteers to help. Our 
amazing Fourth of July celebration has hap-
pened through the generous volunteering of a 
small group of people for over 30 years, but 
that group is dwindling. Volunteering can be 
one hour or a few hours, it can be the actual 
holiday or before (planning ans set up) or after 
(there is always clean up to do.) See the town 
page or town offices to give a little bit of your 

time to keep this great event going for all of our 
community members. 

The park will be making available spots for both 
For Profit Vendors and Non Profit Vendors. The 
fee to set up will be $100 for For Profit Vendors 
and $25 for Non Profit Vendors. Forms to sign 
up are available on the town website. Paper 
sign-up sheets will be available at the Richmond 
Town Office. All fees must be paid along with 
the application.
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Free Library
Richmond 

www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org
rfl@gmavt.net

Open to the 
Public. 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 

10 - 5  
Wednesday  10 - 8 

             Saturday 10 - 2 
Call for Porch 

Pick Up

434-3036

Our Weekly Children’s Programs will run 
through the end of May and then we’ll 
take a break for the summer months. We 

will resume Baby Laptime, Storytime, Play-
group and Hora de Cuento in September.  Pick 
up a copy of our summer flyer to see when there 
are special summer programs that might be a 
good fit for your child.

Summer Reading Program Every summer we 
join the Vermont Department of Libraries and 
libraries across the country in offering reading 
program materials around a common theme. 
This year’s theme is ALL TOGETHER NOW and 
features the artwork of illustrator Frank Mor-
rison. Registration for the program will begin 
on June 19. Kids will learn all the details at 
school in early June and will go home with a 
flyer detailing all of the special programs and 
events happening at the Library this summer. 
Middle-school-age youth and those who are 
homeschooled can pick up a flyer at the library 
in early June. Below are a few of the first special 
programs of the summer.

VINS: Raptors - Inspiring Conservation For 
hundreds of years, humans didn’t understand 
the vital role that raptors play in our ecosystem. 
Some of our most charismatic birds, including 
the Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon, wound 
up on the Endangered Species List, and today 
we know that a majority of bird species are in 
decline. Join us in learning how people can band 
together to save these magnificent animals, and 
meet some live birds who will help us tell these 
inspiring conservation stories. Best of all, learn 
what you can still do to help them thrive in the 
wild. No registration is required. All ages are 
welcome on Friday, June 23. at 10:30.

ALYX the Magician Alyx Hilshey is a 
Vermont-based, nationally touring comedy 
magician who is bringing her super fun, family 
library show to Vermont libraries in June 2023. 
Don’t miss her Richmond show! No registration 
is required. All ages are welcome on Monday, 
June 26, at 1 pm.

Introduction to Cartooning Learn some sim-
ple ways to make cartoons with local cartoonist 
and youth librarian L.J. Kopf. Please register in 
advance for this fun opportunity on Tuesday, 
June 27, at 1 pm. Ages 5–12 are welcome.

Library Mini Golf Help create a fantastic mini 
golf course out of boxes, books, cones, hoops 
and whatever else we can find, and then play a 
round of golf in the community room. No reg-
istration is required. Ages 6 –12 are welcome 
on Friday, June 30, at 1 pm.

Golden Dome Book Award Winner Vermont 
students in grades 4-8 have spoken, and their 
2022 Golden Dome Book Award winner is 
Alone by Megan E. Freeman. The list of nomi-
nees for 2023-2024 is out and we have brand 
new copies of them all ready to be checked out 
and enjoyed over the summer. 

Displays at the Library The Birds of Vermont 
Museum is sharing two informative displays 
with us for the month of May: BIRDS IN ART, 
a wonderful and whimsical display of the 
variety, depth, scales, and even history of the 
art of birds, and THE COFFEE–BIRD CONNECTION, 
about how your love of coffee impacts birds. 
What we do to get our favorite coffee affects 
both local and migratory species. Some coffee 
varieties and brands have a negative impact, 
while others have a positive one. This display 

introduces viewers to a growing field of research 
and action. 

New Faces at the Library  After more than six 
and half years, Jennifer Esser will be leaving the 
Library to pursue other activities. Jennifer has 
been in charge of interlibrary loan and support-
ing the book groups and also developing and 
hosting a variety of programs over the years. 
Jennifer’s last day is May 31. Suzanne Krohn 
will be joining the Library to take on Outreach 
and Programming and Melissa Lawler will take 
over interlibrary loan functions. Melissa will 
be away for six weeks this summer and we’re 
very glad to have Jennifer Sprague to fill in 
while she’s away.   

Need Tech Help? We’re happy to announce 
that Jim Poulin of Richmond has volunteered 
to help patrons take charge of their devices! Are 
you stuck on how to use Libby or Hoopla? Does 
your Windows laptop go on strike when you tell 
it to do something? Jim can help and will be at 
the Library the last Wednesday of the month 
between 5 pm and 6:30 pm, starting May 31. 

Borrow from Hoopla Patrons may borrow 
books, videos and music from Hoopla Digital. 
Each patron is allowed five downloads per 
month. Hoopla is available on your desktop, 
phone, tablet, Alexa devices, Roku, Apple TV, 
Fire TV, and Android TV. Download the app 
to begin borrowing. You’ll need an unexpired 
and unrestricted library card to register for the 
service. Click on the Hoopla link to any titles 
you want to download or stream. On first use, 
you'll be prompted to register with the barcode 
on the back of your library card. Enjoy!

(Mostly) Fiction Book Group June’s book 
is THE NATURE OF FRAGILE THINGS by Susan 
Meissner, a novel about the bonds of friendship, 
motherly love, and the power of female solidar-
ity, all set against the backdrop of the massive 
1906 San Francisco earthquake.Contact Gwen 
Landis (434-5012; gwennie1972@yahoo.com) 
for information on participating. Join us in the 
Mezzanine on Tuesday, June 13, at 6 pm.

Mystery Book Group June’s book is KNOTS 
AND CROSSES by Ian Rankin. In this first of 
the Inspector Rebus novels, Detective John 
Rebus’s city is being terrorized by a baffling 
series of murders, and he’s tied to a maniac by 
an invisible knot of blood. Contact Maureen 
Parent (434-2055, msparent@gmavt.net) with 
any questions. Join us in the Mezzanine on 
Thursday, June 15, at 7 pm.

Free Covid Tests Free at-home Covid antigen 
tests are available at the library thanks to the 
Vermont Department of Health. Individuals may 
pick up two kits (four tests) per person. Ask for 
them at the circulation desk.

Trustees meetings are on the second Monday of 
the month via Zoom until further notice. 

Please, no donations for the book sale at this 
time. The Friends of the Library will resume 
accepting donations in mid-September in an-
ticipation of the book sale on December 1 and 
2. We would appreciate it if you would hold on 
to items suitable for the sale (or the collection): 
clean intact items free of dust, foxing, mold, 
or mouse poop.  Library staff will continue to 
review individual titles of new releases.   

Clearance Sale of Our Perpetual Sale All 
items are currently for sale at $1 each: books, 
CDs, DVDs while supplies last.

continue to next page

802-434-2231 • 22 Depot St • Richmond 05477

Roger A. St. Hilaire Jr.
Manager / Funeral Director

Richmond Home Supply

99 Railroad Street • Richmond
434-2887

MON-FRI 7-5:30 • SAT 8-4:30 • SUN 8:30-1:30

Forestry Mulching Services 
for private and commercial projects

Forestry mulching, 
removĂů of invĂsive vegetĂƟon Θ more.  

Please check out our website: 
www.vtůĂndmĂintenĂnĐe.Đom

Brian Washburn
vtůĂndmĂintenĂnĐe@gmĂiů.Đom

434-4533(voice only) • 802-373-1755 (cell)

Serving 
the area 
for over 
20 years!

Young's Small Engine Repair
REPAIR & SERVICE OF ALL SMALL ENGINES

Lawnmowers & Tillers 
Chainsaws sharpened

3147 Dugway Road, Richmond

Jim Young
434-3993

Thank you for your business!
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Huntington 

HOURS: 
Mon 10–6

Tues & Thurs 10–1
Fri 10-5 • Sun 1–4
 434-4583
hpl@gmavt.netPublic Library

www.huntingtonlibraryvt.org

First Friday Movie Night Friday, June 2.  
The Library is excited to participate in the 
Huntington Valley Arts First Friday events.  
Please watch for our signboard and social 
media posting.  

Save the Date Our brilliant local nature artist, 
Aurora, will be sharing a lifetime retrospective 
of many beautiful works on Friday, June 2, 
during Huntington Valley Arts First Friday on 
June 2, 5 pm to 8 pm.

Library Book Group Fourth Saturday of each 
month, 10 am, in-person or via zoom. Meet new 
friends while reading some great books. If you 
would like to join us via zoom, let us know and 
want to know the title of the next book, we can 
email you a link.

Damaged Books Occasionally books are 
returned in a damaged condition that prevents 
other patrons from checking them out. Mishaps 
can happen to many of us book lovers. Maybe 
there was an unexpected shower that blew in the 
window onto your book pile during the night, 
or your toddler decided paper books are more 
interesting than board books, perhaps an early 
morning klutz spilled coffee, maybe your new 
puppy hasn’t learned to read yet - whatever.
Please replace the damaged book or giving 
money towards the purchase of a new one. Your 
consideration is greatly appreciated.

Summer Reading Program We are getting 
ready for the Summer Reading Program. This 
year's theme is ALL TOGETHER NOW. There will 
be Fun Fridays at the Huntington Recreation 
Field, Picnic Table Crafts at the Library, raffles, 
and more.  

Vox Audiobooks for Children BIBLIOBURRO - A 
TRUE STORY FROM COLUMBIA by Jeanette Winter; 
What the Dinosaurs Did Last Night by Refe 
and Susan Tuma; Everything in Its Place by 
Pauline David-Sax; I’ll Go and Come Back by 
Rajani LaRocca.

PlayTime and Story Time Bring your child ages 
birth to 4 years to listen to some songs, read a 
few books, and learn some new fingerplays. 
All children and their caregivers are welcome 
to join us to build on pre-math and pre-literacy 
skills with books, songs, rhymes, games, and 
fingerplays in a fun setting. Contact the Library 
for the location as the program may be at the 
Rec Field, weather permitting.

Please note: The Library will be closed in 
observance of the Memorial Day holiday on 
Sunday, May 28, and Monday, May 29.  

Palace app  You may have read there is a free 
eBook and eAudiobook service for all Vermont 
libraries. In theory, this is true. At present, the 
Department of Libraries has added 71 librar-
ies in two phases. Libraries will be added as 
they are able to complete login testing for 
each library. We’ll be sure to spread the word 
once Richmond has been added. This will be a 
complementary service to Libby and Hoopla.

Blood Pressure Monitors Available Is it time 
to take a reading on your blood pressure?   The 
Library has several blood pressure monitors 
to loan.

RFL continued

May 27 & 28• 10-5
Come visit local artists!

Open Studio Weekend is a statewide celebra-
Ɵon of the visuĂů Ărts Ănd ĐreĂƟve proĐess͕ 
oīering Ă uniƋue opportunitǇ for visitors to 
meet Ă wide vĂrietǇ of ĂrƟsts Ănd ĐrĂŌspeopůe 
in their studios͕ some of whiĐh Ăre onůǇ open 
to the pubůiĐ during this event. DĂnǇ hĂve 
demonstrĂƟons Ăs weůů Ăs worŬ for sĂůe.

Open Studio Weekend
WůeĂse ũoin these ůoĐĂů pĂrƟĐipĂnts:

#18 Jean Meinhardt, Meinhardt Design Inc 
www.meinhĂrdtdesign.Đom ϮϬϮ DurrĂǇ �rive͕ 
ZiĐhmond ;ϴϬϮͿ ϰϯϰͲϮϰϬϵ �ůĂssiĐ/ĐontemporĂrǇ 
porĐeůĂin with miĐroĐrǇstĂůůine gůĂǌes.

#19 Bilder Studio Northern Exposure Photography 
http://northerneǆposurevt.net ϭϲ tiůd �ppůe >n͕ 
ZiĐhmond ;ϴϬϮͿ ϰϰϴͲϬϬϲϲ Eine group members 
showing their worŬ of >ĂndsĐĂpe͕ tiůdůife͕ �b-
strĂĐts Ănd Eight ^ŬǇ WhotogrĂphǇ ... on Wrints Ănd 
ůĂrge �ĂnvĂs.

#20. Huntington Valley Arts huntingtonvalleyarts.
org 2209 Main Road, Huntington (Fuller House) 
(802) 434-4235. &iber Ărts͕ weĂving͕ ŬnitweĂr͕  Įne 
Ărts͕ potterǇ Ănd ĐoůůĂge.

>ooŬ for the Ǉeůůow wĂǇĮnder signs during the 
events to guide Ǉou to the studios. 

DĂps Ănd more informĂƟon ĂvĂiůĂbůe Ăt the st. 
�rĂŌs �ounĐiů website: www.vermontĐrĂŌs.Đom. 

DĂps wiůů be ĂvĂiůĂbůe Ăround town or from 
pĂrƟĐipĂnts.
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Reported by Mark Aiken

Richmond’s Selectboard has had a busy 
month of May, holding a meeting on 
Monday, May 1, a special meeting on 

Tuesday, May 9, to discuss issues regarding 
policing, and reviewing a report produced by the 
Williston Community Justice Center detailing 
the results (using no identifying names) from a 
Wednesday, May 10, Listening Circle meeting 
around the policing topic. This report covers the 
May 1 Selectboard meeting.

Eagle Scout The first agenda item was to 
recognize Colin Heskett’s Eagle Scout project, 
which fundraised for the preservation of five 
historic buildings. “A round of applause!” said 
Selectboard member Lisa Miller. “Thank you 
for coming and good luck with everything,” 
added Board chair Jay Furr.

Acting Zoning Administrative Officer Next, 
Board members considered the Planning 
Commission’s nomination of Keith Oborne to 
serve as Acting Zoning Administrative Officer 
at times when the actual Administrative Of-
ficer is out of the office for multiple days. All 
Board members present voted to approve this 
appointment.

Share the Road The next agenda item ad-
dressed an issue that was raised at an earlier 
meeting. Richmond resident Nick Ponzio had 
requested that a resolution be adopted that pro-
moted sharing of Richmond roadways. Chair 
Furr wrote a resolution, adding relevant legal 
language. Board member Jeff Forward won-
dered if Ponzio appreciated Furr’s reworking 
of the original idea. 

“I think it's a real good summary of what we're 
looking for and I appreciate that,” said Ponzio.

“I like how it's balanced,” added Board member 
David Sander. “It states Vermont State law, but 
it also balances common sense expectations. I 
like that it respects common sense and courtesy 
on both sides.”

A few residents voiced their support; then Board  
voted unanimously to adopt the resolution.

Fireworks and Coin Drops One of Richmond’s 
largest community gatherings is on the Fourth 
of July. Furr explained that for 30 years, a small 
group of residents have taken it upon them-
selves to organize the event and raise funds for 
fireworks. After a discussion about this history 
and various suggestions about how to handle 
the events moving forward, the board voted 
to create a July Fourth Reserve Fund to raise 
money through vendor fees and donations and 
use it for the events of that day. The town had 
already agreed to pay for the fireworks. The 
measure passed with just Board member Lisa 
Miller abstaining.

“I've never seen the town's fireworks display, 
Miller said, explaining her abstention. “I spend 
it in the basement with earplugs in because 
it physically hurts my ears. I'm not putting a 
penny of my taxes into buying something that 
hurts me like that.” 

“I'm an animal lover and I have known people 
with a dog that will not go out for a walk for a 
month after the fireworks,” responded Furr. “If 
there is a way that we can do quieter fireworks, 
I think that's something that could be looked at.”

The Board followed that vote with a vote al-
lowing the Parade and Fireworks Committee 
to hold a coin drop at the intersection of Bridge 
Street, Main Street, and Jericho Road. The coin 
drop will be held on Saturday, May 27, from 
8 am to 3 pm (remember to put some cash in 
your car if you are a fan of local Independence 

Richmond Selectboard
Day events!).

“Make sure you do all the background checks 
for people handling the money,” warned resi-
dent Cara LaBounty. 

Furr responded that he volunteered at the coin 
drop last year and would be there again this year.

Town Center Maintenance and Flowerbed 
Maintenance Position Board members and 
others commented on the lovely flowers at the 
Town Center, which were, as usual, planted and 
tended by resident Mary Houle. 

Houle has also taken it upon herself at times 
to tidy up areas of the Town Center building. 
Selectboard members voted to create a paid po-
sition to look after these things moving forward. 

Reappraisal Follow Up Town Manager Josh 
Arneson mentioned that reappraisal information 
had been mailed to residents and that the infor-
mation was also available at richmondvt.gov/
departments/listers. LaBounty said she doesn’t 
have the information she needs: “I've asked for 
information that should be accessible and trans-
parent to the public, such as the land schedules, 
the depreciation schedules, the neighborhood 
identifiers, the quality specifications – all of 
these are driving how they calculate the in-
formation. If you want to appeal, you need to 
have some of that information. I don't have the 
information I need for my Monday meeting.”

“You're supposed to have that information 
available to present why you're appealing,” she 
said. “It could be on our website; anybody could 
download the information.”

Arneson assured her that he would get her the 
information she needed, and he liked the idea 
of getting it on the town website.

“The bottom line is you don't have information 
for the public that should be transparent to the 
public,” LaBounty said. 

Zoning Questions An ongoing discussion for 
the Selectboard and the Richmond Planning 
Commission has been proposed amendments 
to Zoning Regulations for Village Residential/
Commercial District and Gateway Residential/
Commercial District. Planning Commission 
chair Virginia Clark was on hand to speak to a 
list of pros and cons the Planning Commission 
provided to Selectboard members. The Board 
made its suggestions and sent it back to the 
Planning Commission. 

Resident Matthew Parisi expressed frustration 
about how long the process would have yet to 
take, but Furr assured him that it would just 
take a Planning Commission meeting and a 
Selectboard meeting so that the correct process 
was seen through. 

Policing After some small ticket items and ap-
proval of an outdoor consumption permit for 
Stone’s Throw Pizza, the discussion moved 
to policing – a topic that has received much 
attention of late (as well as chatter on social 
media). Arneson gave updates on the search 
for a new police chief and an arrangement for 
coverage with the neighboring Hinesburg Police 
Department. 

As for the search for a chief, the hiring commit-
tee looked at 20 applicants, narrowed the field 
to seven, four of whom came in for interviews. 
Of the four, the committee selected two finalists, 
one of whom dropped out. That left one candi-
date, who, Arneson noted, still had to go through 
a background check. New information about the 
candidate’s history – in particular an arrest for 
domestic assault (the charges for which were 
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TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
NOTICE OF 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
�oom MeetingΎ 

APPLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW FOR 
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�ugene Ănd <ĂthůǇn �eWietro seeŬ Ăn ϭϴ.ϲ ĂĐre ^ubdivision on Ă 
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Ăre ůoĐĂted in the ZurĂů ZesidenƟĂů �istriĐt ;ϱͲĂĐre ǌoningͿ on �ert 
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�ppůiĐĂƟon mĂteriĂůs mĂǇ be viewed the weeŬ before meeƟng.

                                               Ͷzves 'onnet͕ �Z� ^tĂī͕ DĂǇ ϭϭ͕ ϮϬϮϯ
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ǆtyhǌhdϬϵ DeeƟng /�: ϴϮϴ ϱϯϬϵ ϮϬϵϰ WĂssĐode: ϯϮϴϵϵϮ / YuesƟons: ϴϬϮͲϰϯϰͲϯϱϱϳ.
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Huntington Selectboard
Reported by Paul Susen

The Huntington Selectboard held meetings 
on April 3 and April 17. Topics for discus-
sion and action included the May 22 

Special Town Meeting, lower village pedestrian 
and road safety, highway report, declaration 
of inclusion, grants, Chittenden Solid Waste 
District (CSWD) budget, local emergency man-
agement plan, possible adoption of an events 
ordinance, marking flags outside town office 
and public comment.

The Special Town Meeting was confirmed for 
May 22 at 7:00 pm. The purpose of the meeting 
is to amend the erroneous wording of the March 
7 Town meeting budget warning. By statute, the 
vote must take place from the floor and not by 
Australian ballot. The budget as delineated in 
the Annual Report was correct. This vote would 
not change the 2023-2024 budget. Approval of 
the correct warning language will formalize the 
budget for the coming fiscal year. If the change 
in the warning is not approved, the 2023-2024 
budget would have to be reduced to the numbers 
in the March 7 warning.

Further presentation and discussion on the proj-
ect to improve pedestrian, bicycle and vehicle 
safety in the Lower Village occurred. Events 
related to the project idea dating back to 2016 
were reviewed. A member of the Selectboard 
requested street dimensions and an estimate 
of costs if only the intersection is revised. The 
Selectboard will discuss the feedback received 
from the community with the engineers.

There will be a delay in repair of Bridge 9H 
(Main Road, north of Texas Hill Road) due 
to supply chain obstacles. This work and the 
required detour will not be put in place until 
Summer 2024. The Certificate of Compliance 
for road and bridge standards and network 
inventory was approved.

The Selectboard formally adopted the anti-
discrimination declaration of inclusion. This 
motion is based on a statewide initiative. Grants 
endorsed by the Selectboard for application to 
various agencies included Leadership Cham-
plain, Energizing Rural Communities, Library 
Solar EBSCO and Municipal Energy Resilience 
Program.

The CSWD budget was presented by officials 
from the agency. After the Selectboard ex-
pressed a concern about consumer tipping fees, 
the budget was approved. The local emergency 
plan was adopted. To facilitate approval of an-
nual events, an events ordinance will be con-
sidered in the future. Marking flags have been 
placed outside Town Office due to a pending 
American with Disabilities Act project which 
was approved in the capital budget. Under 
public comment, a resident voiced a complaint 
against the Zoning Administrator and requested 
a different process which would address his 
concerns. A separate resident questioned the 
need for installing sidewalks for pedestrians in 
the lower village, adding that recurring costs 
would accrue due to maintenance.

The Vermont Old Cemetery Association, 
in cooperation with the Green Mountain 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution (DAR) and the Town of Richmond 
Cemetery Commission, have scheduled a 
clean-up of the Richmond Village Cemetery 
for Saturday, June 17, from 8 am to noon.  
Volunteers are invited to attend and will be 
provided with training beginning at 8 am.  Work 
will involve cleaning old grave markers with a 
special solution (provided) that will not cause 
damage to the stone, and resetting stones as 
needed. Bring work gloves, a plastic-bristled 
brush, and a spray bottle; a stool or kneeling 
pad, snacks and water also may be helpful.

The cemetery was chosen by the DAR chapter 
for a work project because it is the site of the 
burial of at least five—and perhaps eight—
Revolutionary War soldiers. They include 
very early residents of Richmond, such as 
Daniel Robbins and Daniel Bishop.  They came 
from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island—several of them lived first in New 
Hampshire, before settling in Vermont, and they 
served in the lines of these states.

Additional details about the soldiers follow.

Confirmed patriots are:

• Daniel Bishop, who was born in Massachusetts, 
moved to New Hampshire, and was part of two 
different New Hampshire regiments during the 
Revolution. The family moved to Richmond in 
about 1788, as an early Richmond settler.

• Abel Hildreth was also from Massachusetts, 
and he enlisted four times in Massachusetts, 
even serving at the Battle of Saratoga.  He was 
in Richmond by 1790, where he was a minister. 
Two of his daughters married one of Daniel 
Bishop’s sons. 

• James Humphrey was born and served during 
the Revolution in Rhode Island.  He is said to 
have been at Valley Forge. Like Daniel Bishop, 

he first moved to New Hampshire and was there 
by 1790.  He is said to have moved to Alstead, 
then Brookfield, Vermont, before ending up in 
Richmond, where he was by 1810.

• Daniel Robbins was born in Connecticut, 
where he served first in the sea service during 
the war, then joined his father—who had 
moved—in New York and served that state as 
well. He was at Yorktown for the surrender of 
Cornwallis.  He was one of the early settlers 
of Richmond.

• Jabish Spicer was another Connecticut native 
and another who first settled in New Hampshire 
and served in New Hampshire units. He was 
sent to Mt. Independence but was so sick he 
had to be left behind when his unit returned.   
He arrived in Richmond somewhere between 
1810 and 1820.

• Bigford Spooner was born in Massachusetts 
and served there during the Revolution.  Like 
several others, he moved to New Hampshire, 
where he was by 1790, but was in Richmond by 
1810.  His burial location is uncertain.

Possible patriots are:

• Oliver Cutler was born in Massachusetts and 
appears to have been there during the war years, 
but doesn’t appear on any lists of Massachusetts 
soldiers, although another Oliver Cutler was.  
He is said to have been in service at Bennington.  
He was in Richmond by 1820.

• William Douglass was from Connecticut and 
an early settler of Richmond. It is not clear if 
he stopped elsewhere for a short while before 
arriving in Vermont; he had a daughter born 
in 1777 in Connecticut and the birth location 
for other children not conclusive.  A William 
Douglas did serve for Vermont in 1781, 
not clearly the same person, and a different 
Connecticut William Douglass, a colonel, 
served and died during the war.

Richmond Village Cemetery 
Clean-up Scheduled

M A S S A G E  A N D  B O D Y W O R K
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MMUUSD Board 
Reported by Diane Wester
School Board Meeting March 2023

One of the factors for calculating property 
taxes is the “weighting” of a student’s 
ability to acquire knowledge (and the 

amount of time, effort, and money to teach said 
student).  This weighting evaluation is set by the 
state and takes into account rural districts with 
sparse student population, poverty, and English 
language learners. It costs more to provide 
equitable education to these students, therefore 
some districts bear a greater weight than others 
– and need, therefore, more tax dollars from the 
state.  Act 127 has reset these evaluations, so 
that some districts – like MMUUSD, Champlain 
Valley and Harwood, for example, will receive 
less money from the State – while others, like 
Winooski, will receive more.  

Creating an imaginary example for the 
MMUUSD in the 2023 school year: this would 
be the equivalent of educating 363 students 
without any funding from the state. This is the 
consequence of the change in the weighting 
formula in Act 127.  

The difference will be made up with additional 
property taxes on the five towns in the district.  
No amount of belt tightening in the budget 
will make up this shortfall. Beginning with 
the 2024/25 school year, the amount should 
not exceed 5% per year for the next few years, 
although there are technicalities associated with 
this figure.  Not adjusted for CLA, the Act 127, 
5% Capped Tax Rate would be 1.2640 (based 
on the 23/24 Homestead Rate).

The newly (re)formed Finance and Facilities 
Committee has met and elected Lisa Pawlik 
Chair. The Capital Plan will be a priority.  

The committee is also working on a five year 
financial forecast.

The newly formed Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Belonging Committee (DEIB) has met, Tara 
Arneson Chair.  Their Charter was unanimously 
approved.  This committee is working with the 
Anti-Bias/Anti-Racism (ABAR) Council.  Stu-
dents, educators, school leaders, and facilitator 
Dr. Luvelle Brown met at MMU in April – in 
person due to COVID – for the first time.  They 
planned their work for the next school year.

School Year Calendar There are a few changes 
from the Current year. School will start on Au-
gust 30, (not 31.) Parent-teacher conferences 
for grades K-8 will take place on October 23.  
All Chittenden County superintendents agreed 
there will be no after-school activities next on 
Eid and Yom Kippur.

State Policy Compliance The state requires 
updates on policies from time to time, and 
the revised Student Education Records and 
Student Attendance policies were unanimously 
approved.

School Board Openings in Jericho The recent 
resignation of Chuck Lacy and the impending 
end of term for Tom Cheney leaves oppor-
tunities for two community members from 
Jericho to apply/or run for a seat at the board.

Golden Apple Nominations for the Golden 
Apple Award recipients have been approved. 
They will be presented to the honorees at the 
May 22 meeting at CHMS.

Retirements MMU Assistant Principal Wil-
helmina Picard and Assistant Special Services 
Director Blythe Leonard have shared their 
intention to retire at the end of this school year.

The fun of playing the ukulele and the ease of 
learning how gave Dave and Becky Cozzens 
of Huntington the idea that other seniors might 
want to take it up.  When they asked the Com-
munity Senior Center to post it on their activities 

line-up, they got an enthusiastic go-ahead.  

That was in 2021, and Ukes R Us was launched 
with five singing strummers. In the two years 
since, over a dozen more seniors have joined 
the group. Today, anyone stopping by the 
Huntington Community Church on the second 
or fourth Wednesday of the month will be 
treated to some lively music as twenty or so 
enthusiastic seniors tune up for their next ukule-
le performance.

Ukes R Us performs about once a month for 
audiences in Richmond, Huntington, Bolton 

Songs and Strumming 
Delights All Ages

and beyond. Often booked at area senior 
residences, they also entertain preschoolers 
at town libraries, as well as visitors to local 
events like Richmond’s Farmers’ Market and 
area craft fairs. 

T h e  b a n d  h a s  a l s o 
embellished their sounds 
thanks to talented CSC 
musicians who drop in 
from time to time on cello, 
harmonica, violin and 
percussion instruments. 
The range of ukes is also 
now more diverse with 
baritone, tenor, alto and 
bass versions. 

With a repertoire of over 
100 songs, audiences can 
expect a range of music 
from old standards like 
ALL OF ME to pop numbers 
by Neil Diamond, The 
Beatles, Carole King and 

many more. Sing-along books let the audience 
get in on the fun.

The Ukes R Us players welcome fans to 
rehearsals at the Huntington Community 
Church, and post their song list and performance 
schedule on the Community Senior Center’s 
website.

To request a live performance, contact “booking 
agent” Mary Ann Barnes at 802.434.3220 
and leave a name, organization and contact 
information. 

Dave and Becky Cozzens of Huntington lead the Community Senior Center 

Ukes R Us group in performances throughout the area.

Arabesque etc.

Visit Arabesqueetc.com or call Martina Price 802-383-8468
Arabesque Etc. Dance LLC

Tiny Tot Princess Camps & 
Combo Camps for all ages.

We have a variety of dance classes, 
including Ballet, Hip Hop, 

Contemporary, 
Musical !eatre, & Jazz.

(802) 846-9578 
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Cindy@CindyFeloney.com

Helping people in our community find 
the right fit for more than 20 years.

Cindy Feloney, REALTOR®

Williston    $700,000

Huntington $360,000 RicHmond

SOLD!

sundAY, JunE 28, 1-3Pm
163 Snowdrift Ln, Williston
Elegant home boasts superior 
architecture, great landscaping 
& private yet central location.
directions: Taft Corners in Williston, 
south on Rte 2A 2 miles. Left on Old 
Creamery Rd, right on Snowdrift Ln. 
House second on left. mls# 4416880

Open

House

A great starter 
home in 

Richmond

A Piece of 
Country Paradise 
in Huntington

Helping people in our community find
the right fit for more than 30 years.

Cindy Feloney, REALTOR®
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Looking for a Better  

TV Experience?

Try New GMA Video  

FREE for 30 Days!

GMA Video is a fully-featured, streaming TV service that’s a complete replacement for traditional cable or 

satellite television. You’ll enjoy:

f  FREE HD Channels, Cloud DVR, Restart TV, and Replay TV 

f  Your favorite local broadcast channels and cable networks

f  Personalized viewing recommendations

f  Easy self-installation and no contracts

f   Best value — packages starting as low as $45.25 per month

802-496-3391

www.greenmountainaccess.net

Call 802-496-3391  

Now for This FREE Offer.
GMA Video is available to Green Mountain Access high-speed internet customers only. Requires internet speeds of a 
minimum of 10 Mbps. After first month, monthly service charges will apply unless customer returns equipment and cancels 
service. Additional terms and conditions apply.
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A Great Smile Starts Here!

Richmond Dental, Bridge Street, Richmond • 802.434.3700 • www.richmonddentalvt.com

Welcoming New Patients!
Our goal is to create and maintain a healthy,  
comfortable, and attractive smile for a lifetime.
Dr. Howard Novak has over 20 years of experience 
providing state of the art dental care. Call today for 
an appointment and experience our warm, friendly 
environment.
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Area Residents Honored
Bressor Receives   
Historical Society's Award

T he Vermont Historical Society has an-
nounced the recipients of this year’s 
League of Local Historical Society and 

Museums Achievement Awards during this 
year’s LLHSM Conference, held at the Vermont 
History Center in Barre on May 19.

These awards recognize the exceptional work 
from the prior year that has been undertaken 
by local historical societies, community 
organizations, and independent scholars 
dedicated to collecting, preserving, and studying 
Vermont’s rich history. Information about 
nominations and prior winners can be found 
at https://vermonthistory.org/achievement-
awards.

Gary T. Bressor, Richmond Historical Society, 
received the Individual Achievement Award, 
which honors a person’s work and commitment 
to local history over an extended period.

Eileen Corcoran, VHS’s Director of Service 
and Outreach said, "It is inspiring to see the 
amazing quality, true creativity, and hard work 
that these often all-volunteer organizations bring 
to preserving and sharing their community’s 
stories. The award winners truly serve as models 
for other organizations throughout the state in 
showcasing what you can do for local history.”

Founded in 1838, the Vermont Historical 
Society serves to engage both Vermonters and 
"Vermonters at heart" in the exploration of our 
state's rich heritage. Its purpose is to reach a 
broad audience through outstanding collections, 
statewide outreach, and dynamic programming. 
An understanding of the past changes lives and 
builds better communities. You can visit the 
Vermont Historical Society’s website at http://
www.vermonthistory.org

Hausermann Receives 
Tree Steward Award
Several Vermont tree champions have been 
honored by the Vermont Urban and Community 
Forestry Program (VT UCF) for their staunch 
commitment and dedication to protecting and 
preserving their community's forests and trees. 

In addition to the prestigious Vermont Arbor 
Day award, given to an individual who has 
made a significant difference in his or her 
community's urban and community forest, VT 
UCF also bestows a number of tree steward 
awards each year. Recipients were recognized 
at a special ceremony at the Vermont Arbor Day 
Conference, May 19 in Randolph.

Peter Hausermann of Huntington received 
the Leader Award. Hausermann has been the 
groundskeeper at Wake Robin, a continuing 
care retirement community in Shelburne, 
since it opened 30 years ago. He manages the 
development and stewardship of the 136-acre 
property, making wildlife and forest health 
his top priority. Hausermann works with Joe 
Nelson, Wake Robin's consulting forester, on 
long-range planning to manage the health and 
sustainability of the forest through selective 
harvesting and the removal of invasive species. 
Beginning this year, he has worked with Nelson 
and Audubon Vermont to develop habitat for the 
golden-winged warbler, a songbird that has been 
in sharp decline.

VT UCF also acts as the Vermont coordinator 
for a national awards program for the Arbor Day 
Foundation. VT UCF is a partnership between 
UVM Extension and the Vermont Department 
of Forests, Parks and Recreation. To learn more, 
visit www.vtcommunityforestry.org.

On March 25, the Vermont High School Mock Trial Competition was held at Vermont Law School 
in South Royalton. Mount Mansfield UHS sent 24 students to the competition on four trial teams. 
Teams from nine schools from Vermont participated in the competition. The case was a criminal 
case which involved a fight in a parking lot which led to assault charges. The competition was 
judged by Vermont Court System judges. MMU was  judged the Best Overall Team after two 
preliminary trials and a championship round. James Bellizia, a senior at MMU, received the Best 
Prosecutor Award and MMU senior Jacob Leamon received the Best Defense Attorney Award.

MMU Team Wins Mock 
Trial Competition

Seed Packets
Fedco Seeds

Asparagus roots

Open 9-5 daily

FIVE 
REASONS 

to Buy Your 
Plants at 

Pleasant 
Mount Farm

Certi!ed Organic
Tomato Plants

Over 130 Varieties
1.

Heirlooms, Heritage, Hybrid 
Late Blight Resistant

Red, Pink, Yellow, Purple
All Sizes & Shapes

$5.50 6-pack
$4.5 single pot large

Make Your Own 
Veg Variety Pack3.
Mix & Match 

to !t your garden
$5.50

Accent Plants & 
Proven Winners4.

Begonias • Geraniums
Trailing Petunias

$6.50 pot • 10 or more: $5

Annuals
$5.50 pack

And much more!

Family Owned.
Helpful, knowledgeable service!5.
Convenient & customer-friendly.

Growing healthy, beautiful plants 
for Northern Vermont gardens since 1992.

32nd SEASON

Huntington Center • 434-2690
pleasantmountfarm.com

Great 2. Vegetable
Certi!ed Organic

       Packs & Pots
Brassicas, Peppers, Eggplant 
Lettuces & Greens, Onions, 

Leeks, Cucurbits, Artichokes 

Safely choose your plants in our beautiful greenhouse. 
Masks are optional. Preorder Available.

Open
Memorial 

Day

Certi!ed Organic
Herbs

Packs & Pots
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Rep. Tom Stevens
Washington-Chittenden 
Chair, General, Housing and 
Military Affairs
12 Winooski Street
Waterbury, VT 05676
595-0429 (cell)
tom@stevensvermont.com
tstevens@leg.state.vt.us

Rep. Theresa Wood
Washington-Chittenden
Chair, House Human 
Services Committee

1461 Perry Hill Road
Waterbury, VT 05676
(802) 585-5202
twood@leg.state.vt.us

Rep Jana Brown
Chittenden 1
Member, House Education 
Committee

PO Box 66
Richmond, VT 05477 
434-2854 / 999-4333
jbrown@leg.state.vt.us
janabrownforvt.com 

was returned to us in the form of increased sales and 
income taxes. These surpluses are enticing, because 
many of us feel that we have starved many essential 
services over the last few years, but we are wary of 
using what we consider “one-time expenditures” 
to create new programming. This wariness hasn’t 
stopped us from proposing pilots for new programs, 
but the bulk of the money has been appropriated into 
programs that have proven successful, including 
investing in housing.

Take, for instance, S.100. This omnibus bill (mean-
ing a large bill composed of many smaller proposals 
relating to a certain subject) focussed on housing 
and zoning, and should, overtime, make it easier 
to build housing that is affordable in all corners of 
the state by changing certain zoning regulations, as 
well as adjusting some Act 250 regulations, allowing 
more units to get built in certain designated areas. It 
also invests some of our surplus funds in continuing 
successful building programs such as the Vermont 
Housing Investment Program, which has subsidized 
the improvement of over 400 rental units to be made 
available to those exiting homelessness or who make 
less than 80% of the area median income, which for 
Chittenden County is approximately $60,000 and 
slightly less in Washington County. We were also 
able to send nearly $100M to the Vermont Housing 
and Conservation Board to continue their invest-
ments in local, nonprofit housing, as well as helping 
communities wth the purchase of more immediate 
housing. The money appropriated to VHCB will also 
continue investing in conservation efforts statewide.

We also passed and then overrode the veto of the 
governor on S.5, the Clean Heat Standard Bill. The 
vote is a crucial step toward cleaning up emissions 
from burning oil, propane, kerosene and natural gas. 
The bill requires energy regulators to start crafting a 
program mandating that the state’s fossil fuel deal-
ers lower the greenhouse gas emissions from their 
products, either by reducing demand through insula-
tion projects or switching customers to lower-carbon 
fuels. There was much disinformation spread about 
this bill, and it showed a real division in how we can 
move forward on our goal of reducing emissions. 
There will be rules and regulations created over the 
next two years — this issue is far too big for us to 
tackle successfully in one 5-month session —  and 
nothing will go into effect until a future legislature 
approves of those changes. 

We will have a veto session in June, at which time we 
can be much clearer in our wrap up from the session. 
Many important bills are likely to be rejected by the 
governor, and the veto session will either force us to 
change them or to override the veto.

Thank you again for the privilege of representing 
you in the Legislatiure. Please feel free to reach out 
with questions anytime.

Rep. Jana Brown

During the 2023 legislative session, we moved 
forward critical policies on housing, workforce 
development, childcare, and climate action. 

We passed an omnibus housing bill, S.100, that 
will increase the availability of affordable hous-
ing, promote homeownership, and expand housing 
opportunities across the state. We made significant 
investments in our childcare system to support chil-
dren, families, businesses, and our early childhood 
workforce.  And we advanced priority climate and 
environmental bills, including S.5 - the Affordable 
Heat Act. It was a productive session marked by 
significant progress on issues that impact Vermonters 
across all 14 counties.  

Additional Session Highlights:

As a member of the House Education Committee, 
one of the themes of our work this session was to 

advocate for ongoing support to Adult Basic Educa-
tion and Vermont's higher education institutions. We 
heard testimony about the growing demand for Adult 
Basic Education services. My committee supported 
an increased investment in Adult Basic Education 
and H.494 (the FY24 budget bill) contains a $1M 
appropriation to support their work. This increased 
investment is an important workforce development 
strategy because the majority of participants continue 

to be part of Vermont's workforce.  The FY24 budget 
supports the Vermont State College System (VSC) 
with $8.9M to support the necessary and ongoing 
system transformation work. VSC plays a critical role 
in providing educational advancement opportunities 
to rural parts of Vermont.  Thanks to ongoing funding 

in FY24 for 802 Opportunities, both 
the Community College of Vermont 
and VSC will continue to offer tuition-
free college to any Vermont student 
in a degree program whose family 
income is $75,000 or less and does not 
already have a bachelor's degree.  We 
also invested $4M with CCV to reduce 
tuition for certificates, degrees, and 
courses in critical occupations such 
as nursing and mental health.

Several significant bills also supported 
our preK-12 education system and 
school communities.  With the pas-

sage of H.165, Vermont's current universal school 
meals program will become a permanent program to 
continue meeting the needs of all hungry students.  
Eliminating hunger at school allows students to fully 
engage in learning, increases well being, and supports 
stronger academic outcomes.  The FY24 budget also 
creates a School Construction Aid Task Force to 
examine, evaluate, and report on the development 
of a school construction aid program.  Prior to 2009, 

Vermont had a school construction aid program in 
place. However, that program no longer exists and we 
are currently the only state in New England without 
this type of support. School infrastructure needs are 
increasing across the state, and many older school 
buildings are in need of significant repair. The task 
force will consider the establishment of a state-
level funding program to aid local communities and 
reduce some of the financial burden of large school 
construction projects.

Providing support to our teacher workforce was 
another theme for our committee this session.  Part 
of our work included establishing a $2.5M Vermont 
Teacher Forgivable Loan Incentive Program. To be 
eligible for a forgivable loan under the Program, an 
individual agrees to work as a teacher in a public 
school located in Vermont for a minimum of one year 
following licensure for each year of forgivable loan 
awarded.  We heard compelling testimony that school 
communities are struggling to attract and retain 
teachers, particularly in the rural parts of Vermont.

I will be publishing a comprehensive end of session 
legislative report in the coming days and paper copies 
will be available at the Town Center and Richmond 
Free Library. Please reach out with comments and 
questions!  

Rep. Tom Stevens

The legislative session came to a close at 10:30 
pm on Friday, May 12. Needless to say, the rush 
to the end was full of tension, last minute nego-

tiations and promises of vetoes by the administration.

In other words, pretty normal for the Vermont Gen-
eral Assembly.

The last several sessions have seen us using federal 
coronavirus relief dollars, as well as other large ap-
propriations from an infrastructure bill, to prop up our 
economy and to provide services we otherwise would 
not have been able to support, including spending 
nearly $400M on investments to housing and another 
$400M or so on supportive services to those most in 
need. This year, the surplus we had in tax revenue was 
due to the expenditure of these federal dollars, and 

Jana Brown

Tom Stevens

Theresa Wood

Located in the Lower 

Village of Huntington

434-2564

 ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖

Proudly owned by 
Linda Pecor Since 1978

 ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖

eventually dropped). The next step would have 
been a public forum at which the candidate 
would meet the public; however, in light of 
concerns raised about the arrest, an alternative 
next step is now in place: the Williston Com-
munity Justice Center was brought in to host a 
“listening circle” on May 10. The CJC would 
then prepare a report (keeping names confiden-
tial). “It allows for some time for conversation 
and some emotions to be addressed before we 
move on to a public forum,” said Arneson. As 
the hiring manager of a new chief, Arneson 
would decide how to move forward based on 
that report – due May 24.

Meanwhile, regarding the arrangement with 
Hinesburg to provide coverage, any arrange-
ment was put on hold due to a letter from the 
New England Police Benevolent Association, 
which representing Richmond police officers, 
expressed concerns that the arrangement was 
an unfair labor practice. The arrangement was 
therefore put on hold while the town could meet 
with the union to discuss. (At a subsequent 

meeting held on May 9, Arneson reported that 
some discussions had occurred and he expected 
an agreement to be reached with the union.)

Selectboard members then moved into execu-
tive session to discuss the negotiations with the 
New England PBA – public knowledge of which 
would put the Town at a disadvantage. 

American Rescue Plan Act Update Select-
board chair Furr, who also serves on the ARPA 
committee reported that several items would 
probably be voted on at the next ARPA Commit-
tee meeting to recommend to the Selectboard. 
Items include Bridge Street sidewalks, Cem-
etery repairs, and various recreation projects.

“I don't have as much problem with the amount 
for Recreation, but I do have a concern about the 
process,” said Selectboard member Forward. 
“Work on Volunteers Green is contingent on a 
robust public engagement process.”

Furr agreed that any work or changes at 
Volunteer Green would have to be carefully 
thought out.

Board members then heard Richmond Rescue’s 
quarterly update and an update on a grant for 
exterior repairs for the library building. Then 
Board voted to approve past minutes, warrants, 
and purchase orders, and they adjourned the 
meeting.

Richmond 
Selectboard
continued from page 6

Sleepy Hollow Inn, Ski & Bike Center
Huntington, Vermont

www.skisleepyhollow.com • (802) 434-2283

Christian Arthur Photography
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Support our local businesses! 
Buy our products at Beaudry’s, Lantmans, 
Richmond Market and Jubilee Farmstand.

MADE IN Vermont  •  EST. 20
05

KR
INSBAKERY.COM

Richmond Home Supply

99 Railroad Street • Richmond

434-2887

MON-FRI 7-5:30 • SAT 8-4:30 • SUN 8:30-1:30

Kits 
& 

Tests

The store is open with 
curbside pick up, 

phone  orders
and delivery options.

Products 
for Your 
Home 
Safety.

We are opening for lessons on June 19. 
 Guidelines about health safety will be followed.

HEALTH, SAFETY & FUN
3103 Huntington Road, Richmond

Reservations can be made at alisonsaquaticschool.com or 802-434-2311. 

Alison's 
Aquatic 
School

42nd Year!

Open for the 
Season!

cheese
meat

kombucha
iced co! ee

maple syrup
bake-at-home 

pizza & pastries
and many more 
local delicacies

4582 Main Road (North of Huntington Center)
Open daily 10-7 • 434-5488

“A Place to Belong, to Believe, to Become..."

Reverend Fred Little Jr, Pastor

4910 Main Road, Huntington Center

www.communitychurchofhuntington.org

Sunday Worship Service will now be held 

in person and via Facebook. 

Live at 9 am Sundays, on the Home Page of the website listed below.

Linda St. Amour
Specializing in this area 

for over 25 years.

434-2450
777-6244 cell

lstamour@gmavt.net

Your Local Realtor!
BOLTON

BOLTON VALLEY
HINESBURG

HUNTINGTON
JERICHO

JONESVILLE
RICHMOND

STARKSBORO
& More

Affordable & Unique
Country & Village Properties

Re/Max North 
Professionals

  Maple Wind Farm 
1149 E Main St (Route 2) Richmond at the RED BARN

Summer is Grill Time!
YES! Our farm market is OPEN every day 10-8.

(even with the construction!)

Shop 100% Local!
Online for pickup next day

www.maplewindfarm.com or in person
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News from Area Churches
Richmond Congregational Church
802-434-2053  (www.rccucc.org)

Join us for these events at Richmond Congrega-
tional Church. Sunday worship is at 10 am, in 
person or online: www.facebook.com/rccucc. 

Childcare is available. 
May 28: Pentecost & Memorial Day Celebration
June 4: Guest Debbie Ingram from Vermont Inter-
faith Action
Save the date: Fall Rummage Sale, September 29 
& 30  

Community Church of Huntington
CommunityChurchOfHuntington@gmail.com

Hallelujah! (Which, as you know, is a spontane-
ous expression of joy, thanksgiving and praise 
toward God.) In keeping with Philippians 2:2, 

we’re going to be doing something new. “Then make 
me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each 
other, loving one another, and working together with 
one mind and purpose.” 

Ever wonder what would happen if people in churches 
throughout Vermont came together in prayer and 
unity? On the eve of Pentecost, which this year falls 
on Saturday, May 27, members and friends of CCH 
will be gathering at our church in Huntington Center 
at 7 pm for an hour of prayer. Of course, that members 
of various churches would be praying at the very same 
time is not new. Every Sunday, we gather to worship 
and dive ever deeper into the Word of God through 
messages from Pastor Fred—just as others are being 
led by their pastors on Sunday mornings. On Thurs-
day evenings, we come together to offer prayers for 
the well-being of our community at large and for those 
who are facing especially challenging times. Many 
other churches are also hosting groups who gather 
in each other’s homes and in their church buildings 
throughout the week for special times of prayer. Book 
groups of all sorts abound in Vermont – and about a 
dozen people from our church are currently coming 

together for a weekly in-depth study of Rick Warren’s 
THE PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE. 

What is new is that on the Eve of Pentecost,  we will 
be joining with church bodies of all denominations 
throughout Vermont who are gathering in their own 
churches at 7 pm for focused prayer. Across the state, 
we will be praying for a growing awareness of the 
need for and an awakening of the Lord in unity with 
others. We were invited to participate in this special 
time by Awake Vermont (www.awakevermont.org) 
the group that organizes this annual prayer event.

Why the Eve of Pentecost? Held on the seventh 
Sunday after Easter, Pentecost celebrates the descent 
of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples. Jesus promised 
He would not abandon his people but that instead, 
He would provide them a Helper—a Counselor—an 
Advocate. Through the Holy Spirit, He gave His fol-
lowers a greater understanding of the mysteries of the 
Gospel to equip them to spread His Word, with the 
commandment to love God and others. Some claim 
that the Apostle Peter was often tongue-tied and had 
to be corrected by Jesus, but on that day of Pentecost, 
the Holy Spirt filled Peter, enabling him to address a 
huge throng of people to proclaim the Good News. 
Before Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, he wasn’t 
prepared with the words Jesus wanted him to share. 
But, at Pentecost, nearly 2000 years ago, the Holy 
Spirit came upon believers after Jesus’ ascension. 
This fulfilled the last promise Jesus gave his early 
followers—a promise meant for all believers to come 
from that day forward. As a result of what the people 
witnessed that long ago day, thousands came to faith. 
A faith so strong that many of them faced persecution 
of the choice they made For Christians, Pentecost 
marks a profound time in HIStory when churches 
were first born. Celebrating Pentecost is a little bit 
like celebrating the birthday of the church.

So, on Saturday, May 27 at 7 pm, we will open the 
doors of CCH to all who long to see the Word of God 
spread throughout our town, our state, and our world. 
You—believers of all denominations and unbelievers 
alike—are most welcome to join us!

—Barbara Elliott, CCH Board President

Richmond Home Supply

99 Railroad Street • Richmond

434-2887

MON-FRI 7-5:30 • SAT 8-4:30 • SUN 8:30-1:30

Thinking of 
Spring Yard

Work?
 We have the tools & 
equipment you need.

The store is open, with curbside pick up, 
phone orders and delivery options.
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Your ad. This space. $58. 
Advertise with us!

Contact Meg Northrop at advertising@timesinkvt.org 

Prepay? Save 5%.

The Richmond Farmers’ Market is set to open 
with a great lineup of new vendors this year, 
plus returning crowd favorites. 

The market opens June 2, 3 pm to 6:30 pm on 
the Volunteer’s Green in Richmond and runs 
through October 13. Shoppers can find local 
produce, prepared food, baked goods, artisanal 
crafts, live music, events and more.

Opening day will feature live music from 4 pm 
to 6 pm from Ox Child, a promising new folk 
rock band playing and writing all original music. 
A portable mini golf course will be set up. Come 
and play a few holes!

“The farmers market is special because it is 
not only a place to support local growers and 
makers,” said Market Manager Marissa Green. 
“But a place to meet your neighbors, listen to 
great music, and build community.”

This year’s market will host 16 full season 
vendors, plus a robust rotating roster of nearly 
40 half-season and day vendors.

New food vendors include freshly made donuts 
from Graybuck’s Hot Doughnuts, handmade 
small-batch popsicles and ice cream sandwiches 
from Calito’s Popsicles, fermented vegetables 
and kombucha from Vermont Fermentation 
Adventures, and many more.

The farmer line up includes longtime corner-
stone Last Resort Farm, returning Richmond-
based New Tradition Farm, plus meat and eggs 
from Richmond’s Vermont Youth Conservation 
Corps and Richmond-based Farr Farm. Other 
farms include Fairytale Farm bringing in the fine 
cheeses, and Broken Shard Garden and Hillview 
Flower Farm adding flowers to the mix.

Shoppers looking for a meal can find savory 
handheld pies from Pie Empire, artisanal pizza 

from Two Cats Pizza, locally crafted burgers 
from Glory Burger, plant-based soups and treats 
from Alpine Sage Kitchen and more. 

Delicious baked goods and treats will be on of-
fer from the Crazy Cotton Candy Lady, Gusto 
Gastro, Blue House Bakeshop, Bicycle Mill 
Baking Co, The Coffee Bus, Kingdom Cream-
ery, Wildflower Baking Company, Small Oven 
Pastries, and many other talented folks who we 
cannot wait to get to know this season. 

The market will also host a rotating lineup of 
talented Vermont artisans and crafters, providing 
plenty of options to pick up gifts for yourself 
or others. 

“We have many of our favorite vendors return-
ing this year, as well as some exciting new 
vendors.” Green said. “It is going to be a great 
mix of locally made products.”

EBT customers can triple their money at the 
market this year with Crop Cash, a NOFA-VT 
program intended to increase food security, 
boost nutrition, and put extra dollars into the 
hands of dedicated farmers. The program has 
been expanded to include two types of coupons, 
Crop Cash for produce and Crop Cash Plus for 
any EBT-qualifying food. Anyone who swipes 
an EBT card at the market receives an additional 
$2, $1 in Crop Cash and $1 in Crop Cash Plus, 
for every $1 redeemed from an EBT card, up 
to $20. 

Said Green, "We have a great lineup of local 
musicians playing every Friday from 4-6 pm. 
We also have a variety of family friendly events 
planned. A calendar detailing each week’s lineup 
can be found on our website."

For more information: richmond-farmers-
market.square.site
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PFA advisors are registered representaaves of and offer securiaes, investment advisory and financial planning services through 
MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC. Professional Financial Associates, LLC  is not a subsidiary or affiliate of  

MML Investors Services, LLC, or its affiliated companies. 200 Clarendon Street, 19th & 25th Floors. 
Boston, MA 02116. 617-585-4500.  CRN202408-602394
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Calendar of Events

Worship 

Call for information.  
Community Church oĨ Huntington͗ Sunday 
morning Worship & Sunday School, 9 am. 
Communion:1st Sunday. Senior Luncheon 
3rd Tuesday (434-3155). 

Richmond Congregational Church, hnited 
Church of Christ: 20 Church Street., 
434-2053. Sunday Worship and Sunday 
School, 10 am. 

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Roman Catho-
lic Church: Zeůigious �duĐĂƟon �ůĂsses: ̂ Ăt. 
9-10:15 am, CHMS, Richmond. Sacrament 
of ZeĐonĐiůiĂƟon: ^Ăt. ϯ:ϭϱ pm. DĂsses: 
Sat.4 pm,Sun.8:30 am. 

Community Alliance Church: 190 Pond 
Road (overlooking CVU), Hinesburg. Sun-
day, 9 am, Sunday school for all ages, with 
Ăduůts Ănd teen eůeĐƟves͖ ̂ Đott DĂnsĮeůd͕ 
482-2132, www.hines burgcma.org

:ericho hnited Methodist Church͗ Rte. 15 
in Jericho Corners. Sunday Worship and 
�hurĐh ^Đhooů ϵ Ăm winter Ănd summer͖ 
Bible/Prayer Study Tues 7:30 pm. Rev. Kirk 
Thompson, 899-4288.

:ericho Congregational Church͗ on the 
green in :eriĐho �enter �irĐůe͖ ̂ enior WĂstor 
�Ăve �oons͖ zouth WĂster Wete �nderson͖ 
Sunday services 10 am livestream on Face-
booŬ pĂge. ^undĂǇ zouth 'roup: ϲ:ϭϱ pm. 
899-4911 / www.jccvt.org

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church:  273 Vt 
Rte 15 (near Browns Trace) Jericho, 899-
ϯϵϯϮ͕ Zev. �rnoůd dhomĂs͕ pĂstor. torship 
Service: 9 am (nursery care provided), 
Sunday School & Bible Study: 10:30 am.  
www.goodshepherdjericho.org

Mount MansĮeld hnitarian-hniversalist 
Fellowship: 195 Vermont Route 15, Jericho, 
(the red barn across from Packard Road) 
9:30 am services second and fourth Sunday 
;^eptember to :uneͿ. �ůů Ăre weůĐome.

Richmond  
Drop-O! Center
Open all year Tuesday,  
Thursday, Saturday, 8-3:30.
Located on Route 117  
(80 Roger's Lane). 

R/CHMKE� dRA/>^ CKMM/dͳ
d�� Richmond: 3rd Tues, 7 pm, 
down �enter DeeƟng Zoom

R/CHMKE� >AE� dRh^d First 
dhursdĂǇ. Donitor �Ărn �nneǆ. �ůů 
Ăre weůĐome. �Ăn DĂrƟn͕ ;ϰϮϯϭͿ.

dKtE HA>> CKMM/dd�� 
Huntington͗ 4th Thursday, 7 pm, 
,unƟngton down ,Ăůů.

LIBRARY 
Richmond: Trustees, 1st Thursday in 
:ĂnuĂrǇ͕  DĂrĐh͕ �priů͕ :une͕ ̂ eptem-
ber Θ Eovember͕  ϲ:ϯϬ pm. ϰϯϰͲϯϬϯϲ. 

Huntington͗ Board of Trustees, days 
vĂrǇ͕  �oom meeƟng Ănd ,unƟngton 
Public Library, 434-4583. 

HhEd/E'dKE �E�R'z CKMM/d-
d�� ϯrd ted͕ ϳ pm͕ �oom meeƟng.

CKMMhE/dz 'RKhW^͗ 
May Eot ďe Meeting. 
Call Ĩor inĨormation.  

Hale and Hearty ^eniors Cluď͗ 2nd 
ted. ,oůǇ ZosĂrǇ WĂrish ,Ăůů͕ ϲ pm.͕ 
Sept.-May. 

HHCd (Huntington Historic and 
Community drust)͗ 1st Thurs, Hun-
Ɵngton WubůiĐ >ibrĂrǇ͕  ϳ:ϯϬ pm. �ůů 
Ăre weůĐome to Ăttend.

Hoǁl tomenΖs >and Monthly Busi-
ness DeeƟng͕ Ϯnd ^undĂǇ of eĂĐh 
month. ϭϬ Ăm. �ůů women weůĐome 
434-3953.

'o to the toǁnΖs ǁeďsite  
Ĩor the meeting linŬ.

^�>�Cd�KAR�͗ 
Huntington͗ 1st & 3rd Mondays, 
ϲ:ϯϬ pm͕ �oom meeƟng. 
Richmond: ϭst Θ ϯrd DondĂǇs͕ ϲ:ϯϬ 
pm, Town Center 

SCHOOL BOARD: 
MMMh^�͗ ϭst Θ ϯrd DondĂǇs͕ ϲ:ϯϬ 
pm, Meetings will rotate among 
the MMMUSD schools. Check the 
website for specifics: www.cesu.
k12.vt.us.

W>AEE/E' CKMM/^^/KE
Huntington͗ 2nd & 4th Mon, 7 pm, 
�oom meeƟng. 
Richmond: 1st & 3rd Wed, 7 pm, 
Town Center 

��V�>KWM�Ed R�V/�t �KAR�
Huntington͗ 2nd Tues, 7 pm, when 
reƋuired. �oom meeƟng.

Richmond: 2nd & 4th Wed, 7 pm, 
Town Center.

tAd�R Θ ^�t�R CKMM/^^/KE
Richmond: 1st Mon., Town Center

CKE^�RVAd/KE CKMM/^^/KE 
Richmond: 2nd Tues, 7 pm, Town Ctr 
Huntington͗ 2nd Thursday, 7 pm, 
,unƟngton WubůiĐ >ibrĂrǇ. 

R�CR�Ad/KE CKMM/dd��  
Richmond: 1st Tues, 7-9 pm, Town 
Center Mtg Room
Huntington͗ ϭst ted͕ ϲ pm͕ ZeĐ &ieůd 
or down �ůerŬΖs KĸĐe.

Regular Meetings can sometimes 
be held in physical locations. 
Remote options remain in place.

FR/�Az^ through Kctoďer ϭ4͗ Rich-
mond Farmers’ Market, June 2 through 
KĐtober ϭϯ͕ ϯ pm to ϲ:ϯϬ pm͕ on the 
soůunteer s͛ 'reen͕ �ridge ^treet. &ruit 
and vegetables, berries, baked goods, 
prepared food, live music, crafts, ice 
cream, cheese, bread, honey, soap and 
more. www.richmondfarmersmarketvt.
org 

MAz 2ϳ͗ Kpening reĐepƟon of �ůements 
of ^heůter͕  Ăn eǆhibit of zestermorrow 
Design/Build School faculty art, in the 
sermont �rts �ounĐiů ̂ Đuůpture 'Ărden͕ 
4 pm. On view through May 2025, the 
eǆhibit wiůů feĂture originĂů worŬs in 
wood, metal, and glass. Free and open 
to the public. Light refreshments served.

:hE� 2͗ Compliance and Enforcement 
of sermont >ĂŬe Zuůes: tho Ǉou 'onnĂ 
Call? Lake Busters, a virtual event. The 
2023 Vermont Lake Seminar Compliance 
and Enforcement of Lake Rules, 9 am 
to 3:30 pm. Learn about the rules that 
protect Vermont’s lakes and ponds, who 

enforĐes them͕ Ănd how vioůĂƟons Ăre 
handled. Vermont’s lakes and ponds 
are public waters, held in trust by 
the stĂte.  �ǆperts in ĐompůiĂnĐe Ănd 
enforcement will provide their perspec-
Ɵves Ănd Ănswer ƋuesƟons on topiĐs 
inĐůuding shoreůĂnd proteĐƟon͕ sepƟĐ 
Ănd wĂter suppůǇ issues͕ boĂƟng sĂfetǇ͕  
use of pubůiĐ wĂter ruůes͕ Ănd ĂƋuĂƟĐ 
invasive species transfer. Free and open 
to the public: register to receive the 
ůinŬ. �ompůete ĂgendĂ Ănd registrĂƟon 
informĂƟon: https://vermontůĂŬes.org/
event/2023-fovlap-lake-seminar/

:hE� ϭ0͗  Biodiversity Jamboree pre-
sented by Vermont Center for Ecostudies 
(VCE) and North Branch Nature Center 
;E�E�Ϳ͕ ϵ Ăm to ϰ pm. � fuůůͲdĂǇ fesƟvĂů 
ĐeůebrĂƟng the birds͕ bugs͕ půĂnts͕ poůůi-
nĂtors͕ Ănd Ăůů other Đritters thĂt ĐĂůů ser-
mont home with guided ouƟngs to spot 
butterŇies͕ idenƟfǇ mushrooms͕ mĂŬe 
art, watch hands-on songbird research, 
meet live birds of prey, and much more. 
sisit Ă nĂturĂůistͲstĂīed ůĂborĂtorǇ tent 

to eǆpůore inseĐt eǆhibits͕ speĐimen 
displays, and digital microscopes. Free. 
Donations at the door welcome, but 
not required. Keynote by renowned 
ecologist Doug Tallamy will host a 
speĐiĂů ŬeǇnote presentĂƟon͕ foůůowed 
bǇ Ă hĂppǇ hour reĐepƟon ;půeĂse note 
thĂt ƟĐŬets Ăre reƋuired for the ŬeǇnote 
portion of the festival). Information: 
NorthBranchNatureCenter.org/BioJam.

Farmers’ Market Opens June 2

Love God, 
Seek Peace, 

Build Community, 
Welcome All.

Richmond 
Congregational 

Church
United Church of  Christ

Worship • 10 am
In person or online:

www.facebook.com/rccucc
Childcare available

Peace Vigil, !ursdays, 5:30 pm to 6 pm
Wave or a honk for Peace and Black Lives Matter 

May 28: Pentecost and Memorial Day Celebration, 
10 am 

June 4: Guest Debbie Ingram from Vermont 
Interfaith Action, 10 am 

Save the date: Fall Rummage Sale, September 29 & 30

Pastor Katelyn Macrae 
802-434-2053

website: www.rccucc.org
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Water Quality in the Huntington River
Submitted by Diane Reynolds

The Winooski Basin Plan (managing the 
health of the Winooski River watershed 
and Lake Champlain) is being up-dated 

and finalized by the end of this year. To highlight 
this effort, a series of articles is being published 
about the Huntington River, a major tributary 
of the Winooski. This second article discusses 
water quality in the Huntington.

Chemical / Nutrient Runoff Over 14,700 
miles of rivers and streams deliver more than 
two trillion gallons of water to Lake Champlain 
each year. Often the water contains more than 
enough nutrients and pollutants to create an 
ecosystem imbalance. For example, an excess 
of phosphorus in the Lake is the primary cause 
of the toxic cyanobacteria blooms (also known 
as blue-green algae) and other harmful impacts 
to water quality. 

Fast-moving water from heavy rainfall and 
melting events strikes open land and impervious 
surfaces such as buildings and roads. If it isn’t 
captured and absorbed by the land, it quickly 
washes into waterways either directly, or in-
directly via our roadside ditches. Everything 
put on land, buildings and roadways washes 
out with it. Runoff picks up various pollutants: 
road salt (chloride), nitrogen, phosphorus and 
other nutrients, sediment, oil, chemicals and 
metals. Whatever is being used  to treat crops, 
roads, driveways, lawns and walkways can end 
up in the water.

In Huntington, the runoff heads to the Hun-
tington River. From there it dumps into the 
Winooski River and then into Lake Champlain. 
Climate change will cause more and bigger 
storms which will worsen these issues.

The three most concerning chemicals for our 
waterways are: nitrogen, chloride and phos-
phorus. No sections of the Huntington River are 
considered officially impaired by these chemi-
cals. But development and agriculture deliver all 
three pollutants to the river at a faster rate, and 
in a larger volume than is natural. Agriculture 
is often considered the main culprit regarding 
lake pollution. Not so. Agricultural/forest land 
(88% of Vermont) is responsible for 38% of the 
phosphorus in the lake. This means the 12% of 
“built property” is responsible for an alarming 
62% of the phosphorus!

Ways to Improve Water Quality Keep watch 
over the quantity of pollutants being carried by 
waterways. But, there are steps that can be taken 
to divert and slow down the water so it can be 
absorbed by the land.

Monitor Chemicals Continued monitoring of 
river water might help identify chemical source 
areas and long-term trends. The Department 
of Environmental Conservation’s LaRosa Lab 
in Randolph will analyze the samples; the 
community would create the sampling plan, do 
the sampling and deliver samples.

Control Homeowner Runoff Runoff from 
thousands and thousands of single properties 
in the watershed adds up to a huge influx of 
water to the roadside ditches (eventually to 
Lake Champlain). Anything a homeowner 
uses to treat their property could end up in 

the waterways:  fertilizers, chemicals (e.g., 
walkway salt) etc. The goal is to keep the water 
on the property, for the water to “slow down, 
spread out, sink in.”

Control Agricultural Runoff The Agency of 
Agriculture’s Required Agricultural Practices 
state that rivers/streams shall be buffered from 
croplands by 25 feet of perennial vegetation. 
The spreading of manure is prohibited within 
the buffer but the use of fertilizer or compost for 
the maintenance of the vegetative buffer zone is 
allowed. Farms could benefit from certain buffer 
practices (e.g., planting perennial vegetation in 
the buffers, increasing buffer size and diverting 
runoff to vegetated areas) to reduce pollutant 
runoff. Also, a mowed buffer is less effective 
at reducing pollutant loads to the river.
(Diane Reynolds is a member of the Huntington 

Conservation Commission)

Storm Smart 
Partnership between WNRCD, 
Friends of the Winooski River, 
Friends of the Mad River

• Helps homeowners reduce 
stormwĂter runoī ;ĐĂrrǇing poů-
lutants) by designing solutions 
tĂiůorͲmĂde for their propertǇ͖ 
motto for stormwĂter runoī: ͞ sůow 
down, spread out, and sink-in” 

• �nǇ propertǇ owner is eůigibůe

• Educates landowners on the 
wĂǇs mĂnĂging stormwĂter runoī 
through 'reen ^tormwĂter /nfrĂ-
struĐture ;'^/Ϳ ĐĂn improve wĂter 
quality in the Winooski River and 
Lake Champlain

• �ssessment is free ;Ăssess Ǉour 
house͕ drivewĂǇ͕ ǇĂrdͿ͖ home-
owner pays for suggested projects 
e.g.͕ půĂnƟngs͕ rĂin bĂrreů͕ rĂingĂr-
den (for standing water), driveway 
recrowning/regrading/water bar 
etĐ͖  proũeĐts done on homeowner 
ƟmetĂbůe

• �ontĂĐt tEZ�� �onservĂƟon 
speĐiĂůist �deůĂide �umm viĂ 
email at adelaide@winooskinrcd.
org͖  or go to tEZ�� website Ănd 
sign up viĂ registrĂƟon form

• Contact Storm Smart Partners 
and set up assessment

teďsite  winooskinrcd.org /
stormsmart

Trees for Streams
tEZ��  ;tinoosŬi EĂturĂů ZesourĐe �onservĂƟon �istriĐtͿ 
WZK'Z�D

• �reĂtes ripĂriĂn ;ie vegetĂtedͿ buīers Ăůong wĂterwĂǇs 
bǇ půĂnƟng grĂsses͕ shrubs͕ trees ;e.g.͕ wiůůows͕ Ăůders etĐͿ͖  
best buīer siǌe is ϯϬͲϱϬ feet

• �nǇ owner of propertǇ Ăůong Ă wĂterwĂǇ is eůigibůe 

• Zestore bĂnŬ for stĂbiůitǇ͕  terrestriĂů/ĂƋuĂƟĐ hĂbitĂt ;es-
peĐiĂůůǇ brooŬ troutͿ͕ to reduĐe runoī ĐĂrrǇing sediment͕ 
nutrients, chemicals and other pollutants

• &ree to the ůĂndowner. tEZ�� wiůů do the půĂnƟng with 
the help of volunteers

•  >Ăndowner meeƟng to Ăssess propertǇ for suitĂbiůitǇ͖ 
worŬ with stĂte river sĐienƟsts to determine bĂnŬ stĂbiů-
itǇ͖ sourĐe půĂnts from ůoĐĂů nurseries͖ půĂnt͖ ĐonduĐt post 
půĂnƟng monitoring for survivĂů rĂtes. 

• �ontĂĐt �deůĂide �umm Ăt ϮϴϴͲϴϭϱϱ  yϭϬϰ or Ăt Ăd-
elaide@winooskinrcd.org  

teďsite WinooskiNRCD.org

Stream Wise
Partnership Between Friends of the Winooski River and 
Lake Champlain Basin Program

• /niƟĂƟve to heůp propertǇ owners proteĐt stĂbiůitǇ of 
streĂm/river buīer ĂreĂs Ănd Ădopt ůĂnd mĂnͲĂgement 
prĂĐƟĐes towĂrd ĐůeĂn wĂter͕  heĂůthǇ hĂbitĂts͕ Ănd in-
ĐreĂsed Ňood resiůienĐe

• �nǇ propertǇ owner with Ă wĂterwĂǇ on͕ or bordering͕ 
their property

• Clean up the Winooski River and Lake Champlain and 
restore water quality in their tributaries

• �ssessment is free ;Ăssess frontĂge Ăůong wĂterwĂǇͿ͖ 
Đost of půĂnƟngs mĂǇ͕  in pĂrt͕ be pĂid bǇ the proͲgrĂm...
everǇ proũeĐt is diīerent͖  proũeĐts done on homeowner 
ƟmetĂbůe

• Contact Stream Wise and set up assessment

• Email ljeness@lcbp.org or Michele Braun at michele@
winooskiriver.org

teďsite streĂmwiseĐhĂmpůĂin.org͕ ĐůiĐŬ on ͞�eĐome Ă 
stream steward”

Water Quality 
Enhancement Program
Vermont Land Trust
• WrogrĂm to set Ăside buīer ĂreĂs Ăůong rivers Ănd streĂms 
to Ăůůow nĂturĂů vegetĂƟon to be reestĂbůished͕ Ănd sůow 
surfĂĐe wĂter runoī through půĂnƟngs͕ streĂm/wetůĂnd 
restorĂƟon

• 'enerĂůůǇ͕  proũeĐts Ăre done on ůĂnd ĂůreĂdǇ Đonserved 
with the s>d͖ Ănd Ăs pĂrt of new ĐonservĂƟon proũeĐts 
with produĐƟve fĂrms͕ forest ůĂnd͕ uniƋue hĂbitĂt with Ă 
waterway on, or bordering, their property

• Restore water quality in the Winooski River and Lake 
Champlain and in their tributaries

• �ssessment is free Ănd Đost of restorĂƟon vĂries proũeĐt 
to project

• �ontĂĐt s>d͖ s>d stĂī wouůd ĐonduĐt Ă site visit to tĂůŬ 
about what the owner wanted to do

• Email info@vlt.org  

teďsite vlt.org 

Your ad.
This space. 

$58. 
Prepay? Save 5%.

Advertise with us!
Contact 

Meg Gross Northrop
advertising@timesinkvt.org 

Huntington River Photo: Jeannette Segale

Drs. Daniel Hament
& Cori Weiner

434-4935
233 East Main Street

Richmond
rah@gmavt.net
Please call for an 

Appointment
Monday-Saturday

richmondanimalhospitalvt.com

 >ocal �lacŬ Angus  ͻ 'rassĨed Θ Į nished

Find us on FaceďooŬͬmoultrouƉvalleyĨarm 
or call :eī  or �eďďie 434-3ϳ20

Henry MoultrouƉ Ĩamily
Richmond
434-22ϳ9 802.434.4760 • john@restinglion.com

Greetings from

Resting Lion Studio
Supporting small businesses and
musicians in Huntington & Richmond
since 1990.
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Business Beat
by Gina Haddock 

Unleashing the Creative 
Spirit for all Ages

Old-School Art, owned and operated by 
Abby Still, offers an inspirational space 
where the creative juices are nurtured and 

celebrated. The desire to start her own business 
was always in the back of her mind but it was 
a combination of the pandemic experience and 
the timing of space availability that finally made 
that dream of opening a studio a reality.

“I always knew that if I started a studio, I 
wanted it to be in Richmond,” Still explained. 
In January 2022, the perfect space in downtown 

Richmond became available making that hope 
of opening her own business a possibility. Along 
with being a short walking distance from school, 
the studio is also close to Volunteer Green, mak-
ing it easy to plan outdoor art activities. As Still 
said with a smile, “it was perfect, but terrifying.”  
Time for a leap of faith. 

Still’s academic background is in interior design 
and architecture but she has a passion for teach-
ing all types of art forms. Before opening her 
own studio, she had been teaching art classes 
in a variety of studios including BCA, Davis 
Studio, Lake Champlain Waldorf School and 
South Burlington High School as well as a 
number of home school groups. 

Whether young or old, nurturing the creative 
spirit is important and Old-School Art provides 
an opportunity for all ages and for all levels of 
art experience. The term “Old-School” evokes 
the sense of nostalgia for the more primitive 
crafts offered such as embroidery and sewing. 
Many of the skills that are now taught at Old-
School Art are no longer available in schools. 
Happily, children and teens can now enjoy the 
thrill of learning drawing, ceramics, painting, 
printmaking, mixed media, embroidery and 
sewing through after school programs or sum-
mer camps. Surprisingly the sewing classes are 
one of the most popular. Adult programs are 
designed to be stand-alone workshops in order 

to make them low commitment and 
convenient for busy schedules.

Still described to the Beat just how 
different these various age groups are 
and how she adapts to each group. 
“When I’m working with children, 
the challenge is to get them to slow 
down.” Many of us can remember 
as young children how unafraid we 
were to explore and unleash our 
creativity. This summer Still of-
fers children a unique way to both 
enjoy the outdoors while using their 
creative energy with her Outdoor 
Art Camp. Students will work on 
observational drawings while creat-
ing a nature journal.  Still’s popular 
sewing camp will also be on the sum-
mer schedule. In the fall children can 
immerse themselves in classes such 
as drawing, ceramics, painting and 
mixed media and sewing right after 
school. After school classes run from 
3:30 pm to 5:30 pm, making it con-
venient for the school bus drop off 
schedule. In addition, homeschoolers 
from ages 8-14 can enjoy a full day 

immersed in art.  Programs may differ and more 
detail on this opportunity can be found on the 
Old-School Art website or by contacting Still.

“In contrast when I work with teens, I start off 
slowly," Still explained. “Building trust and 
developing the relationship is the first thing.” 
One unique teen camp offered this summer 
is architectural drawing of their dreams by 
designing floor plans, elevation and interior 
design layout. What a great opportunity for the 
budding young architect or interior designer! 
Still is also in the process of developing a teen 
art club for middle and high school students. An 
art club is a place where students can hone their 
individual skills, collectively create a mini art 

magazine and develop a supportive community 
of like-minded teens. 

Unfortunately, as we get older, many of us 
become less confident when it comes to ex-
ploring our more creative side. But according 
to Still, “Everyone can learn how to do art. In 
working with adults, I find that it is important 
to encourage them to take risks”.  For those 

who would like to try their hand at art but don’t 
want a long-term commitment, the one-day 
Saturday morning or late afternoon workshops 
are a perfect option. A one-day workshop can 
open the door to a longer commitment. As Still 
explained, “Art should be a slow process.  You 
sink into it." This spring, community members 
spread their creative wings and tried their 
hands at mixed media painting, ceramics and 
printmaking.

Still also offers private group classes. Gather 
a small group of family or friends, pick a date 
and your media choice for a day or evening of 
art making together. Adults can even make it 
a BYOB social event at evening workshops.

As a one woman show, Still noted that there 
are certainly a number of challenges associated 
with the administration and marketing but it is 
clear that she has found where she wants to be. 
“I love walking into this space. Everyone is 
happy when they’re here,"Still explained with 
a big smile.  

For information about organizing a small 
private group, joining the teen art club or 
other questions email Abby Still at abby@
oldschoolartstudio.com.  

Visit Old-School Art website www.old-
schoolartstudio.com. Old-School Art Studio 
is located 13 E Main St (upstairs), Richmond

Above, Abby Still in her studio. Photos: Gina Haddock
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by Demaris Tisdale 

Shame
Shame: “The painful emotion arising from the 
consciousness of something dishonoring, ri-
diculous, or indecorous in one’s own conduct or 
circumstances… or of being in a situation which 
offends one’s sense of modesty or decency.”
                            —Oxford English Dictionary

When I was growing up, if we kids did 
something wrong, an adult might scold, 
saying, “You should be ashamed of 

yourselves.” It could be for using poor man-
ners, telling a lie, or not having our schoolwork 
done on time. There were clear expectations of 
how we should behave, and consequences for 
behaviors that did not meet expectations. 

Things have changed. In just a few short de-
cades, lying has become ubiquitous. An elected 
Congressman is a compulsive prevaricator 
who shows no sign of regret or shame for his 
behavior. Our previous president is notorious for 
his bald-faced lies. Some people cringe, while 
others seem to accept the behavior, shrugging 
it off as something not worthy of attention. 
Others worry that this is a sign of deteriorating 
democracy. In the past, there were standards 
of behavior. 

 Character, honor, and modesty mattered. People 
respected boundaries and decorum. Decades 
ago, shame was the feeling a person had when 
they had done something wrong. It was normal 
to feel shame. Nineteenth-century authors, from 
Jane Austin to Tolstoy, wrote about behavior 
that others viewed as shameful. Thirty, fifty, a 
hundred years ago, shame was part of common 
conversation. There was a common view that 
certain activities were unacceptable. Anything 

All Things Human
that others would view as being out of the norm 
or that would cause others to view you as an 
indecent human being was frowned upon. Any 
act that was seen as causing others to view you 
as incompetent or immodest was seen as acting 
in poor form. There were also negative conse-
quences, such as frowning upon positive things, 
like interracial marriage, premarital sex, unlady-
like behavior, and one’s sexual preferences, or 
even off-beat artistic clothing.

In the past, the ability to feel shame helped us 
to learn modesty and honor. We learned to be 
respectful of social standards. These expecta-
tions of behavior included respect for laws and 
the police who help enforce those laws. 
The lies and ravages of our Capitol last year are 
evidence of a lack of shame. People who par-
ticipate in such violence not only don’t appear 
to have shame, they seem to lack a basic sense 
of civility. Psychologists view this as a lack 
of a secure sense of self. In our contemporary 
society we see shame as a weakness. However, 
normal shame is necessary in a well-functioning 
society. Pathological lying leads to cracks in 
democracy and an unraveling of  a shared vision 
of reality. This seems, psychologically, an even 
greater consequence. When established norms 
and values lose meaning, when leaders lack 
integrity and honesty, the people in that society 
experience uneasiness. When there is no shame, 
there is no honor.   
I just watched the coronation of the new king 
of England. Some people mock the ceremony 
and the old traditions, but I was struck by the 
civility and the stark contrast with our country’s 
display of people storming the Capitol, attack-
ing our police and guards. The lack of shame of 
the leaders and of those who participated in the 
January 6 assault on democracy reveals a lack 
of a secure sense of self. Even worse, they lack 
the ability to feel shame. 
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The 12th Annual Race 4 Sundaes, one of 
Huntington's most highly anticipated 
community events, is back for another 

year and better than ever. This year's event, 
taking place on Saturday, June 24, will offer 
participants two exciting options: a one-mile fun 
hike in the Community Forest and a picturesque 
5K race along the beautiful and windy dirt 
road of Camel’s Hump. All proceeds from the 
event will support the local Neighbor Helping 
Neighbor fund, providing financial assistance to 
those in need within our community.

The Race 4 Sundaes has become a beloved 
tradition in Huntington, bringing together 
individuals of all ages and backgrounds for a 
day of outdoor adventure, friendly competition, 
and charitable giving. The one-mile fun hike 
in the Community Forest allows participants 
to explore the scenic trails while enjoying 
the natural beauty of our surroundings. It's 
a fantastic opportunity for families, friends, 
and nature enthusiasts to come together and 
experience the joys of hiking while supporting 
a great cause.

For those seeking a bit more challenge, the 5K 
race is an out and back course on Camel’s Hump 
Road, offers a picturesque route that showcases 
the unique beauty of Huntington. Whether you 
are an avid runner or just starting your fitness 
journey, the 5K race promises an exhilarating 
experience for all participants; just make sure 
you’re training for the uphill first leg!

Following the races, all participants can enjoy 
an ice cream sundae as well as other post-race 
festivities to include live music, face painting, a 
juggler, and a raffle with exciting prizes donated 
by local businesses.

12th Annual Fun-
Filled Race 4 Sundaes 

The Race 4 Sundaes not only promises a day of 
fun and camaraderie but also makes a lasting 
impact on our community. All proceeds from the 
event will directly benefit the Neighbor Helping 
Neighbor fund, a program that offers financial 
and food support to those in need in Huntington 
and the surrounding areas. In addition to giving 
financial support to individuals and families, 
NHN also helps sponsor Huntington’s Little 
Free Pantry, the Backpack Program, and Edward 
Heyman's Soup's On.

"We are thrilled to host the 12th Annual Race 4 
Sundaes, offering both a fun hike and a scenic 
5K race this year," said Megan Detweiler, one 
of the event’s organizers. "Our community has 
always shown incredible support for this event, 
and we are excited to continue making a positive 
impact through the Neighbor Helping Neighbor 
fund. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all our 
sponsors, volunteers, and participants for their 
unwavering support year after year."

The success of the 12th Annual Race 4 Sundaes 
would not be possible without the generous 
support of generous sponsors and neighbors. 
Their commitment to community and dedication 
of support significantly contributes to the 
event's overall success and its ability to make 
a difference in the lives of neighbors in need.

Registration for the Race 4 Sundaes is now open, 
and we encourage participants to secure their spot 
early. To register or learn more about the event, 
please visit http://huntingtonrace4sundaes.
weebly.com/  or contact race4sundaes@gmail.
com for further information.


