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The year brought typical weather 
variability up here on Wes 
White Hill, with the now ex-

pected extremes attributed to climate 
change. Precipitation and snowfall 
were up some 20%. It was a warm 
year with cooling degree days, up by 
some 25%. Elsewhere, catastrophic 
weather was suffered by many.  

A moderate early January allowed 
outdoor enjoyment for many. Mid-
month major snows were followed 
by a long string of below zero nights, 
coming to an end with the customary 
January thaw with a 60 degree plus 
temperature swing in 36 hours. Skiers 
were delighted with the nearly four 
feet of snow for the month. The Polar 
Vortex hemorrhaged again at the end 
of the month bringing more cold.  The 
weather was not easy for some wild-
life – barred owls at our deck – but 
OK for others with turkeys galore.

Early February cold and snowy 
conditions were conducive to out-
door sports but quickly ended with 
a record thaw for the area; otherwise 
quite normal weather ending on a 
cold note. Persistent cold and snow 
cover into March continued to please 
winter sports enthusiasts, with Lake 
Champlain freezing over on March 
8. Mid-month brought a modest sap 
run followed by unusual warmth, then 
substantial snow. Sap season finally 
really getting started just in time for 
sugar-maker open houses. By then, 
the Richmond Highway crew had 
spread more sand than in any of the 
last 10 years. 

April was its usual fickle self. Sev-
enty-degree temperatures mid-month 
encouraged those who had had 

Huntington's Turn
Residents to Vote on Bond for Town Community Forest

enough of winter weather, only to 
have hopes dashed by consistent cold 
toward the end of the month delaying 
many gardens. May’s cold, wet start 
with persistent rains again caused 
by a mis-behaving jet stream further 
delayed garden growth, though at 
least we were spared the mid-month 
snow that fell nearby. 

Above average rains persisted into 
June, further delaying gardens but 
otherwise was quite normal.  With 
July, however, came persistent hu-
midity and heat, with six days in the 
90s for us and an average temperature 
some five degrees above normal, 
cooling degree days all but double 
normal with especially warm nights, 
heat pumps working overtime in 
reverse. August brought welcome 
relief, though average temperature 
and cooling degree days remained 
above normal. 

September began cool and wet 
with first frost up here earlier than 
recently on September 19. October 
was warm, four degrees up. Its claim 
to fame is the Halloween storm that 
left upwards of six inches of rain and 
heavy wind in our area, flooding the 
countryside and many basements, 
causing power outages and major 
road damage such as at Huntington 
Gorge on Dugway Road, as previ-
ously reported in Times Ink. 

November felt like December with 
more than double normal snowfall 
with all but one day of measurable 
snow from November 9 on. Mid-
month cold broke past records, some 
by five degrees and earliest ever 
single number temperature highs. 
Persistent cold provided a complete 
spectrum of winter activities. De-

Area Weather 2019
More Extremes

The Huntington Conservation 
Commission (HCC) has spent 
the last four years examining 

different potential properties as a new 
town forest. Although, the town has 
had a town forest for decades, the 
100-acre property is landlocked, with 
access only in the winter months. 

forest management of the property; 
and use a public process to guide the 
property’s overall management.  The 
Town of Richmond purchased the 
property in 2018.

Huntington's Proposal In Hunting-
ton, which already had a town forest, 

a community survey, conducted by 
the Town of Huntington, revealed 
that residents felt that 100 acres with 
limited access was not adequate. A 
year of planning with consultants 
resulted in putting the acquisition of 
a new town forest, with “good public 
access,” as a top priority. This was 
supported by the Huntington Plan-
ning Commission and Selectboard in 
the Huntington Town Plan, adopted in 
October 2019. The work done by the 
HCC also helped to reach conclusions 
that residents in the town wanted 
more public trails near the village; 
additional options for mountain bik-
ing, access to the Huntington River; 
and opportunities for forest recreation 
and education in town. 

The Huntington Conservation Com-
mission has, through a series of meet-
ings, identified a willing seller for 
the purpose of creating a new town 
forest in Huntington Center. The land, 
formerly owned by the Blands for 50 
years (and known as the Bland land 
until very recently), is located in the 
village and uplands between Camels 
Hump Road and Trapp Road. Over-

Road slide in the early hours of November 1 closed Dugway Road near the 
Huntington Gorge until the spring. Photos: Robert Low

Chittenden Country Forester Ethan Tapper leads a group through the proposed Hun-
tington Town Community Forest in Huntington Center on January 4. Photo: Heidi Racht

Woodland stream that crosses under Trapp Road. Photo: John Hadden

Town forests have been the focus of 
Conservation Commissions of late. 
In 2017, Huntington and Richmond 
were selected as two of 10 Vermont 
communities to each receive a grant 
from the Vermont Urban & Com-
munity Forestry Program to involve 
the public in planning and steward-
ship of their town forests. The funds 
were used for research in the field and 
workshops to involve the public in 
creating what might be implemented 
in the community. 

Richmond's Success The process in 
Richmond resulted in the acquisition 
of 428 acres of the Andrews farm, 
mostly wooded acres about a mile 
east of the village. The land lies with-
in one of Vermont’s largest blocks of 
unfragmented interior forest, stretch-
ing from Richmond’s uplands up and 
over the Green Mountains. 

To protect the land and its natural 
resources, the Andrews family , 
which has farmed this land for almost 
100 years, worked with the Vermont 
Land Trust to convey the property 
to the Town under a conservation 
agreement. The Town agreed to con-
serve the forest’s natural and scenic 
resources and open space values; 
provide for appropriate recreational, 
educational and other uses; oversee 

continue to page 2

continue to page 11
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Letters
Write to Us!
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news@timesinkvt.org . All submissions must have a signature 
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Universal School Meals 
 Hunger Free Vermont, VT-NEA, Outright Vermont, National 
Life Group, Clean Yield Asset Management, and other groups, 
as well as key legislators, gathered in the Vermont Statehouse 
on January 14 to launch a campaign to achieve the goal of 
universal school meals in every public school in Vermont over 
a five-year period. Senator Debbie Ingram announced that she 
has introduced a bill in the Senate - S.223 - that would require 
that all schools move to universal meals by 2025. The bill 
would also require that schools do all they can to maximize 
participation and thus maximize the federal funding that would 
come into the state for school meals. 

Universal school meals would mean that no child would have 
to pay for breakfast or lunch at the school - it would be paid 
for with public funds, as part of the education of our children. 
Since 2014, Hunger Free Vermont, working with the Vermont 
Agency of Education, has helped nearly 25% of Vermont public 
schools take the money out of school meals. Now, the results 
of multiple studies confirm that a universal school meals model 
improves multiple student, school and community outcomes. 

Kathy Alexander, Food Service Director, Mount Abraham 
Unified School District and Addison Northwest School District, 
expressed her support of the bill by stating, “This bill presents a 
solution that supports all families and supports education. This 
bill gives every student access to consistently healthy food - 
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, healthy fats, and appropriate 
daily nutrients. This bill puts access to food and health at the 
forefront for all Vermont children regardless of income and in 
the process eliminates the vicious and wasteful cycle of trying 
to artificially run a business in a school environment. This bill 
acknowledges that healthy learners are our greatest resource 
and our investment in them should be our first priority.”

Molly Betourney, Director of Social Research and Advocacy 
at Clean Yield Asset Management, explained why Clean Yield 
is proud to support the universal school meals campaign. 
“Universal school meals can promote workforce development 
by strengthening VT’s future workforce and helping to attract 
and retain workers from afar. As Hunger Free Vermont has 
indicated, universal school meals can improve academic 
achievement – which will result in a stronger, better prepared 
workforce for Vermont businesses. In addition, universal school 
meals improve academic outcomes which strengthens schools 
overall – making them more attractive to workers considering 
a move to Vermont.”

Don Tinney, a 31-year veteran English teacher and president 
of Vermont-NEA noted, “Vermont educators work hard each 
day to create safe, compassionate learning environments, where 
all students grow intellectually and socially. When students 
are hungry, they simply cannot concentrate on class activities 
or lessons. Making sure our students are well-nourished 
contributes not just to the quality of their lives but to the quality 
of their learning.”

Dana Kaplan, Executive Director at Outright Vermont, 
expressed that group’s support by stating, “We know that 
LGBTQ+ youth face incredible health disparities compared to 
their peers. Universal school meals gets us closer to healthy, 
safer schools. And healthy schools means nourished youth. 
Let’s be the Vermont that acts from abundance, possibilities, 

tures to the Bland family by Huntington School Board in the 
1980s to acquire more land next to the school (as the building 
expanded across the existing property), and the Conservation 
Commission about ten years ago, did not come to fruition. The 
property was sold to Ted Blood, who is now working with the 
Conservation Commission to sell 248 acres to the Town. 

The property is within walking distance of Camels Hump Road, 
the Town Office and Town Hall, the town’s recreation field, 
and Brewster-Pierce Memorial School and available parking 
at each of these locations.  With paths leading from the school 
parking lot into the property, the opportunity exists for an eas-
ily accessible outdoor classroom and community experience.

Additionally, a portion of the property is located between the 
Recreation Field and Huntington Center Cemetery and will 
serve to join the existing town properties along the Huntington 
River, as three acres will be conveyed to the town. 

The Conservation Commission is working with the Trust for 
Public Land, the Vermont Land Trust, and the Vermont Housing 
and Conservation Board. All documents relevant to the project 
are located on the town’s website: huntingtonvt.org with a link 
on the homepage.

Public hearings have been well attended with between 50 and 60 
people in attendance. The HCC held an informational meeting 
at the Huntington Public Library and worked with Chittenden 
County Forester Ethan Tapper, who conducted a educational 
tour of the forest on the lower portion of the property on January 
11 with over 50 people and some well-behaved dogs.

On January 6, at its Public Hearing, the Selectboard voted to 
spend $140,000 from the Huntington Conservation Fund to go 
toward the purchase of the property. On January 13, the Board 
signed the warning for a Town Meeting Day bond vote to cover 
the remainder of the town’s portion of the purchase, which 
will also be made with grants from federal, state and private 
sources, including local fundraising. Detailed information will 
be provided in the next issue of the Times Ink.

—Heidi Racht

Huntington Town Forest
continued from page 1

and the resolve to make it so.”

Anore Horton, Executive Director of Hunger Free Vermont 
summed up the position of the groups, saying, “When schools 
offer universal school meals, student learning, behavior 
and health improve. Also, relationships between school 
administrators and families improve. We can do this here in 
Vermont. It’s time for every student, in every Vermont public 
school to have the same opportunity to thrive with Universal 
School Meals.”

A companion bill is expected to be introduced this week in the 
House by Representative Lucy Rogers (D-Lamoille-3). The 
groups are hopeful that the bill will be taken up in committee 
in the coming weeks. 

Learn more about the universal school meals campaign and get 
involved at universalschoolmealsvt.org.
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Local Blood Drive February 12
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church will host 
the next local American Red Cross blood drive 
on February 12 from noon to 6 pm.  Eligible 
donors can call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or go online to redcrossblood.org for 
more information and to make a blood donation 
appointment. Those with appointments are able 
to help minimize the time it takes to donate. Use 
RAPIDPASS (http://www.redcrossblood.org/
rapidpass), a pre-donation and health history 
questionnaire, to further reduce the wait time. 
Complete it on line on February 12 before you 
arrive to donate.

If you are unable to donate on February 12, 
consider a donation on March 18, at Mt. Man-
sfield Union High School in Jericho, 8 am to 
2 pm. This drawing is organized by students 
at the high school. It is a great excuse to stop 
by and visit the school that the Richmond and 
Huntington students in grades 9-12 attend. The 
same protocol for registering applies.

Donation only costs a little time, yet it can save 
a life. Bring a friend and double the pleasure. It 
doesn't get any better!

Foot Clinics for Seniors
The 2019-2020 Richmond Foot Clinics for Seniors continues on the following dates:

February 18 , March 31, May 12, June 23

Bring a towel and enter through the back door of the Richmond Rescue building. The clinic is spon-
sored by UVM Medical Center. More information can be obtained at singersallydan@yahoo com.
Don't wait to make an appointment or get on the waiting list. Call for an appointment: Sally Singer 
(434-3480). 

2020 
Schedule

January 9 deadline		 January 23  issue
Town Meeting Preview

February 6 deadline   	 February 20 issue
March 12 deadline		 March 26 issue
April 9 deadline			   April 23 issue
May 7 deadline			   May 21 issue
June 11 deadline			   June 26 issue
July 23 deadline			   August 6 issue
September 5 deadline	 September 19 issue
October 8  deadline		  October 23 issue

Holiday Issues
November 5 deadline	 November 19 issue
December 3 deadline	 December 17 issue

Annual French Canadian Supper
Are you looking for an opportunity to taste some authentic French Canadian food without having 
to travel north of the border?A unique and tasty Annual French Canadian Supper will be held on 
Saturday February 1, at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church in Richmond. Featured food items 
prepared by the he Richmond Knights of Columbus (Rosary Council 4684) and other church 
members, include such traditional French Canadian favorites as pea soup, meat pie (“Tourtiere“), 
mashed potato, beverages, dessert, and more. Tourtiere, a mixture of several kinds of minced 
meats, is rich and delicious and is traditionally enjoyed on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

The supper will be held in the Parish Hall of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church on West Main 
Street in Richmond beginning at 5 pm. Admission is by a suggested donation of $12. The evening’s 
proceeds will benefit the various charities (scholarships, donations to the needy, and summer 
camps.) supported by the Knights of Columbus. 

For information, call 872-8063 evenings or the Church office at 434-2521 Tuesday, Wednesday 
or Friday during the day.

Richmond Home Supply
99 Railroad Street • Richmond

434-2887

MON-FRI 7-5:30 • SAT 8-4:30 • SUN 8:30-1:30

Get 
Ready 

for 
Winter  

Winter is a 
Great Time 

to do 
Projects 
Inside.

Hollywood in Vermont
Rare Insights into Nearly 100 Years of Filmmaking 
Set in this Fair State

Join Amanda Kay Gustin of the Vermont 
Historical Society on January 30 at 1:30 pm in 
the Richmond Free Library as she presents an 
engaging look into Vermont’s nearly 100 years 
as a featured location for Hollywood films.

Vermont has represented many different ideals 
during its century of appearances in various 
movies. Its portrayal in films reflects both its 

own history as well as America’s history 
in various important historical eras.  

Gustin shares film clips ranging 
chronologically from 1919’s Way Down 
East with Lillian Gish, to the more 
recent 2005’s Thank You for Smoking. 
Her examination of various scenes 
reveals interesting and novel insights 
into the captivating appeal Vermont has 
had to filmmakers and audiences alike 
in the media age. 

This Vermont Humanities Council  
program is hosted by the Community 
Senior Center of Bolton, Richmond and 
Huntington. Admission is free and open 
to the public.

For information, contact: Jane Vossler 
(janevossler@gmail.com)

Amanda Kay Gustin has been the Public 
Programs Coordinator at the Vermont 
Historical Society since 2012. Prior to 
that, she was a researcher at the Mary 
Baker Eddy Library in Boston. She 
particularly enjoys connecting with 
her audiences while she explains and 
demonstrates historical subject matter. 

She has studied military, religious, and women’s 
history in the medieval period and nineteenth-
century America.

Marketing poster, above at left, for 1919 film Way 
Down East, directed by D. W. Griffith, starring Lil-
lian Gish and Richard Barthelmess depicts dramatic 
water rescue scene filmed in Vermont.
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Free Library

Mon & Wed 
10 - 8  

Tues & Thurs 
1 - 6 

Fri 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 2

434-3036
rfl@gmavt.net

Richmond 

www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org

Thank you to everyone who purchased a 
raffle ticket for one or more of our holiday 
book baskets. The four winners were noti-

fied on December 18.  If you were not a basket 
winner, you still win! The proceeds from the 
raffle will go toward the purchase of new DVD 
movies for children and adults. Many newish 
releases will be available on the shelves soon. 

Slideshow Authors Liz Thompson, Eric Soren-
son, and Bob Zaino will present a fascinating 
slideshow about Vermont's natural communities 
in celebration of the new edition of their book, 
Wetland, Woodland, Wildland: A Guide to 
the Natural Communities of Vermont. Books 
will be for sale, and the authors will be avail-
able to sign them. Liz Thompson is Director of 
Conservation Science at Vermont Land Trust; 
Eric Sorenson is Natural Community Ecologist 
for Vermont Fish and Wildlife; and Bob Zaino 
is State Lands Ecologist for Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife. Join us on Wednesday, January 29, 
at 4:30 pm.

Friends of the Richmond Free Library An-
nual Love Your Library Book Sale As always, 
there will be a wonderful selection of books and 
media in great condition. Browse accompanied 
by live music from our incredible local talent. 
Mark your calendar! This year’s sale takes place 
on Friday evening, February 14, 5:30-8:30, and 
Saturday, February 15, 9-3. 

Young Storytellers Video Workshop We are 
once again working with the local television 
station MMCTV to offer the fifth annual video 
workshop for middle school students during 
the February school vacation. The workshop 
will cover the three basic techniques of video 
storytelling--animation, documentary and 
fiction--and will provide hours of hands-on 
filming and editing experience. We will be 
producing three short videos that tell the 
same story three different ways. Students 
aged 10-14 are invited to register (434-3036/
rfl@gmavt.net) for this fun, free workshop 
from 9 am - noon on February 24, 25 and 26. 
Time will be split between the Library and the 
MMCTV studio. Space is limited.

Sleepy Hollow Ski Center Pass  We have 
a new improved pass for Sleepy Hollow in 
Huntington for 2020. The benefits to pass-
holders include free day or half-day entry for 
up to two adults and two children in the same 
family. A family can use the pass once a sea-
son. This is a great way to experience Sleepy 
Hollow for perhaps the first time. Thanks go 
out to RiseVT for funding the pass and to 
Sleepy Hollow for working with the Library 
to provide this opportunity to get out and ski. 
Ask at the circulation desk.

Mostly Fiction Book Group The Enchanted 
April by Elizabeth von Arnim. A month spent 
in Portofino, Italy reintroduces four women to 
their true natures and reacquaints them with 
joy. Tuesday, February 11, 6 pm.

Mystery Book Group Dark Angel by Elly 
Griffiths (#10 in the Dr. Ruth Galloway se-
ries). In this highly atmospheric mystery, Ruth 
Galloway investigates a murder in a medieval 
Italian town where dark secrets are buried as 
deep as bones. Thursday, February 20, 7 pm.

AARP Volunteer Tax Preparers are return-
ing! We haven’t been given an exact start date 
yet, but we’ll announce it as soon as we know. 
If you intend on using the volunteers’ services 
please gather the following documents: Social 
Security Card (or photocopy), government 
issued photo ID, W-2 (if received), any 

1099s, current and prior year property tax bill, 
Landlord Certificate (if applicable), Health Care 
Form 1095 (from ACA) if applicable, Social 
Security Statements, and any other financial 
documents relevant to your return (e.g., phone 
bills if using Lifeline). If in doubt of a docu-
ment’s value, bring it. Keep in mind, if filing 
jointly, both individuals must be present. 

Free Coffee and Tea Warm yourself with a 
hot cup of coffee or tea during the cold winter 
season. The beverage table is to the left of 
the circulation desk on the ground floor. Help 
yourself and sip while you browse, read, work 
or gather with friends.

Art Gallery  Photography Jake Levison has 
been a lifelong photographer. The photos in 
this exhibit represent his appreciation for jazz 
musicians and their music, animals and flowers 
of this area, and other characters that he has 
encountered along the way. He always carries a 
camera with him. “You never know…”  Jake has 
lived in Richmond for 35 years, so far. (Some 
of his wonderful photos are available for sale-
-inquire if you’re interested.) 

Display Case Catherine Peacock is sharing 
her collection of, you got it, peacocks! After 
marrying in 1977 and taking on the surname 
Peacock, she began collecting peacocks. 
Friends and family have also brought her 
peacock items from all over the world. From 
earrings to ornaments, we see the many ways 
that peacocks can be depicted.     

February Art  We will be featuring the art work 
of students from the Mansfield Cooperative 
School on our walls and in our foyer display.

Seeking Artists and Collectors We are cur-
rently scheduling art shows for our walls and 
display case in 2020. If you have framed pieces 
(art, photography) and would like to schedule 
a show, contact us to choose your month. No 
professional experience is necessary, just a will-
ingness to share your talent. We’re also seeking 
interesting collections for our foyer display 
case. If you are a collector of Beanie Babies, 
bird nests, little cars, old books or anything else 
that would fit in our case, we would love to hear 
from you. Call or email the Library.

Weekly Youth Programs Details about our 
regularly scheduled programs appear below. 
Weekly children’s programs at the Library 
run September through May and follow the 
MMUUSD schedule for vacation days and 
weather closure days.

Baby Laptime This short, active storytime is 
for our youngest little book lovers and their 
grown ups. We’ll look at picture books, sing 
simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncing 
and sometimes get out the shakers and scarves. 
Designed for infants and early toddlers. Join us 
on Mondays at 10:30 am.

Playgroup with Stories and Songs  The good 
times kick off with songs and shakers around 
the colorful alphabet rug. Next up is storytime 
and snacks (bring your own). Then, the toys 
and art supplies come out for free play and 
crafts. Co-sponsored by the Lund Center. Kids 
from infant to age five and their caregivers are 
invited to join us in the community room on 
Wednesdays from 10 am - noon. 

Preschool Storytime  This special storytime 
is for children ages 3 - 5. We will share picture 
books, songs, and activities with a focus on the 
six pre-reading skills that form a child’s early 
literacy experience and help set them up for a 
lifelong love of books and reading. Join us on 

CAROLYN KING
 The Feldenkrais Method

 Learn to move with more comfort and ease
   Rediscover your flexibility and power

Offering classes and private sessions in Richmond

For more information 
call 434-4515 or email millhouse@gmavt.net

	
  

Come to the 
Friends of the 

Richmond Free Library 
BOOK SALE!

Help support library programs such as 
summer art classes, performers, 

and special acquisitions. 

Richmond Free Library • 201 Bridge Street

*Live local music*  *Raffle*  
*$5/Bag sale: 2 pm - 3 pm*

 Love Your Library! Happy Valentine’s Day!
Looking for volunteers. Call the Library at 434-3036 

or email Mary at mkellerbutler@gmail.com

Friday, February 14
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

(Best Selection) 

Saturday, February 15 
9 am – 3 pm 
(Reduced Prices) 

 Local Black Angus  • Grassfed & finished

Find us on Facebook/moultroupvalleyfarm 
or call Jeff or Debbie 434-3720

434-2231 • FAX 434-7348 • 23 Depot St • Richmond (PO Box 1152) 05477
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Huntington 

HOURS: 
Mon  10–6

Tues & Thurs 12–5 
Fri 10-5 • Sun 12–5
  434-4583
hpl@gmavt.netPublic Library

www.huntingtonlibraryvt.org

The Friends of the Huntington Public 
Library would like to thank everyone who 
has donated to our Annual Appeal.  Thank 

you for your generosity!  If you haven't donated 
yet, it's not too late. We are still accepting 
donations which will help support our mission 
to underwrite special purchases and programs 
for the HPL. One upcoming program is the 
Annual Baby Brunch on Sunday, January 26.  
Attending families will have the opportunity 
to choose a new children's picture book to be 
dedicated to their child, born in 2019.  

Friends Annual Meeting The Friends 
announces our first Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
February 9, at noon at the Library.  All are 
encouraged to attend.  We will discuss the goals 
of the Friends and how the Friends and Trustees 
work together to support the Library. Most 
importantly, we will brainstorm new ideas about 
possible programs and fundraising ideas. If you 
would like to be involved a little or a lot, this is 
the meeting to get to. See you there.

Learn Your Ancestry Geneology Group  
Mondays at 1:30 pm to 3 pm with Martha Nye. 
Your Community Senior Center ,in partner-
ship with your Huntington Public Library ,is 
offering a weekly activity at the Huntington 
Public Library. Would you like to learn more 
about your ancestry? Join us! Martha will be 
leading us through the process of discovering 
our roots.  Have you been wanting to start 
tracing your family’s history?  Have you some 
information about your family tree, but want 
to find out more? We are starting a beginners 
group, an introduction to using the internet to 
help you. Please stop by if you have a question 
or just want to be with folks who love to find 
missing ancestors. Please bring your laptop or 
tablet.  No charge.

New Babies Wanted Annual Baby Brunch on 
Sunday, January 26,, 11 am to 1 pm. The Annual 
Baby Brunch welcomes the newest residents 
of Huntington, born in 2019.  In honor of each 
new baby, a new picture book with a Baby 
Book Dedication bookplate will have the child's 
name and birthday will be added to the library's 
collection. There will also be a healthy and 
delicious brunch for families. Invitations have 
been sent to all those born in 2019.  Refresh-
ments courtesy of the Library Friends and the 
Board of Trustees.  

Farming (and Gardening) on the Wild Side  
Join our community and neighbors on Sunday, 
February 2, at 4:30 pm, at the Library for an 
inspiring presentation given by ecologists, 
farmers and authors Nancy and John Hayden. 

The Haydens speak about the evolution of The 
Farm Between in Jeffersonville, over a period 
of 28 years: from a conventional dairy to a 
regenerative organic fruit farm and nursery. 
Nancy and John will share information on how 
you can add pollinator and bird habitat, manage 
pests, soak up and use carbon for soil fertility, 
improve water quality, and enjoy the fruits of 
your labor from whatever size parcel of land 
that you steward. Their newly published book, 
Farming on the Wild Side – The Evolution 
of a Regenerative Organic Farm and Nurs-
ery is available at the Library. To learn more 
about these gentle regenerative farmers visit: 
thefarmbetween.com. Light refreshments will 
be served. 

The Library is a Zero Waste Venue. Please BYO 
cups and napkins. This program is sponsored 
by the Huntington Public Library and the Hun-
tington Conservation Commission. It is made 

possible by a generous grant from the Eddy 
Foundation, theeddy.org, with special thanks 
to Huntington resident, Jennifer Esser.

Compost with Confidence Backyard Compost-
ing Workshop with CSWD Sunday, February 
23, at 5:30 pm.  Learn the joy of home compost-
ing and digesting in a free workshop. Discover 
the benefits of “closing the loop” with your 
own household food scraps in this interactive, 
hands-on demonstration of a healthy compost 
and digesting system. Our compost guide will 
show you what type of bin is best for you, where 
to locate your bin, what to put in your bin – and 
what not to pin in your bin – troubleshooting 
common issues, harvesting your compost, and 
alternatives to your backyard bin.

Art Exhibit Enjoy the colorful and peaceful 
watercolors by Huntington resident Deanna 
Allgaier in our gallery. 

New Adult Fiction The Giver of Stars by Jojo 
Moyes; The Institute by Stephen King; The 
Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern; Lost by 
James Patterson; The Only Woman in the Room 
by Marie Benedict; The Fallen Architect by 
Charles Belfoure; The Yellow House by Sarah 
M. Broom; The Invited by Jennifer McMahon.

Adult Non-Fiction On Fire by Naomi Klein; 
Rain – A Natural and Cultural History by 
Cynthia Barnett; Farming on the Wild Side by 
Nancy and John Hayden; American Wolf – A 
True Stroy of Survival and Obsession in the 
Wild by Nate Blakeslee; Free, Fair and Alive – 
The Insurgent Power of the Commons by David  
Bollier; Walking with the Wind – A Memoir 
of the Movement by John Lewis; Welcoming 
the Unwelcome by Pema Chodron; Poetry of 
Presence – An Anthology of Mindfulness 
Poems; The Invention of Nature  - Alexander 
Humbolt's New World by Andrea Wulf.

Adult DVD  Game of Thrones – The Complete 
Eighth Season.

Adult Audio The Old Success by Martha 
Grimes.

Picture Books  Dragon Gets By by Dav Pilkey 
and many, many more available after the baby 
Brunch.

Junior Non-Fiction DIY Circus Lab for 
Kids – A Family Friendly Guide to Juggling, 
Balancing, Clowning and Show-Making by 
Jackie Leigh Davis; Art Lab for Little Kids 
and Art Lab for Kids/Express Yourself by 
Susan Schwake; Stitch to String Lab for Kids 
by Cassie Stephens.

Junior Graphic Just Jaime by Terri Libenson; 
Nightlights by Lorena Alvarez; Babysitter's 
Little Sister: Karen's Witch by Katy Farina; 
Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani.

VOL - Vermont Online Library is available to 
all Huntington residents with a valid library 
card. This service offers a wide array of elec-
tronic information databases on a wide variety 
of topics for all ages and interests. Use the 
password “student” for the GALE database and 
for the Heritage databases your password is the 
barcode on your library card (homecard).  Call 
or email for further assistance. 

ListenUpVermont and Libby Ebooks and 
audiobooks are available online for your device 
with your library card at www.listenupvermont.
org or meet.libbyapp.com  Thousands of digital 
titles are supported through this website. All 
you need is a valid Huntington library card and 
your password.  Ask a librarian if you have any 
questions.  

Town of Richmond
Third Quarter 2019-2020 taxes payment due 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020.  
The office is closed on February 17 (Presidents' Day).
The office is open until 4 pm on February 18, to accept payments.

A late fee of 1% interest will be applied to late payments on Feb-
ruary 19th. 
Postmarks by the 18th will be accepted and there is a TOWN 
CENTER DROP BOX located by the side door across from the 
post office entrance.

Electronic checks have no postmark, must be received before 
February 18, 2020.

Third Quarter 2019-2020 tax installment is due 
Tuesday, February 18, 2020.

The office will be closed on Monday, February 17 
(Presidents' Day)

The office will be open Tuesday, February 18, 
8 am – 6 pm

USPS Postmarks on or before February 18th are accepted.
Payments placed through the town office door slot are accepted up until 

midnight on February 18th.

In office payments accepted by check or cash only.
(Note: Internet-generated checks do not generally have postmarks 

and MUST arrive on or before February 18th.) 

Town of Huntington

TAX NOTICE

Timothy & Rebecca Monty
Managing Partners

• Richmond residents, Office in Colchester                
• Accve in community projects
• Lead a growing team of experienced 
  financial planners, advisors and staff 

Working with you to help you 
reach your financial goals

Timothy A. Monty and Rebecca M. Monty are registered representaaves of and offer securiies, investment advisory 
and financial planning services through MML Investors Services, LLC. Member SIPC. Professional Financial Associates, LLC 

is not a subsidiary or affiliate of  MML Investors Services, LLC, or its affiliated companies. 200 Clarendon Street, 19th & 25th Floors. 
Boston, MA 02116. 617-585-4500.  CRN202004-229921

802.865.4067    PFAVT.com

Place your special
announcement here!
Weddings, Congratulations, 

Engagements, Reunions & more.
Just $8.75 / column inch.
Contact Meg Howard: 238-0198

advertising@timesinkvt.org



						      Page 6   The Times Ink!  February 2020 

Huntington Selectboard
Reported by Barrett Grimm

The December 9 Selectboard meeting was 
largely dedicated to financial matters. Capital 
projects that might be appropriate for use of 

the General Fund surplus were reviewed including 
a new heating system for the Library, replacement 
siding for the sand shed, a new highway truck, and 
matching funds for the Camels Hump Road bridge 
construction. The Selectboard plans to ask for ap-
proval at Town Meeting to use surplus funds for the 
Fire Department utility truck and an addition to the 
highway storage shed to better protect equipment.
The Selectboard also finalized its proposals for 
contributions to social service organizations, 
deciding to increase the budgeted amount for Our 
Community Cares Camp from $300 to $500, but 
not to honor the request for bridge funding to hire 
a new executive director. The Selectboard also 
chose not to sponsor an article for Town Meeting 
for the additional funding. 

At the December 16 meeting, the Selectboard 
gave preliminary approval for the General Fund 
and Capital Plan, and will forward the documents 
to the Town Auditors for review and placement in 
the Town Report.

Lela McCaffrey, a representative from the Town’s 
professional auditing firm Fothergill Segale & 
Valley CPAs, reported that Town officials did a 
“great job” on the audit and that no adjustments 
were necessary as a result of the audit.

Grants Also at the December 9 meeting, the Se-
lectboard authorized Town Administrator Barbara 
Elliott and Road Foreman Clinton “Yogi” Alger 
to submit two grant applications to the Better 
Roads Program for work on Bert White Road 
and Handy Road. Elliott and Alger will also work 
on applications for grants from the Chittenden 
Regional Planning Commission Unified Planning 
Work Program for developing a comprehensive 
Municipal Roads General Permit Implementation 
Plan and an updated bridge inventory.

Community Forest Project The Conservation 
Commission (HCC) was present at the December 
16 meeting to convey the results of its initial public 

meeting on the application for use of the Town’s 
Conservation Fund to purchase a community for-
est and to formally make its recommendation to 
the Selectboard regarding application approval. 
At the HCC’s December 12 event, 56 community 
members expressed overwhelming support for 
the project overall and use of the Conservation 
Fund. The HCC unanimously recommended the 
Selectboard approve the application for the full 
amount of $140,000, and that the Selectboard 
schedule its public meeting on use of the funds at 
the earliest available date. On January 6, the Se-
lectboard gave final approval to use $140,000 from 
the Conservation Fund to potentially acquire the 
240-plus acre land between the school and Trapp 
Road. The HCC also requested the Selectboard 
approve use of an attorney to prepare the neces-
sary documentation for an anticipated bond vote 
at Town Meeting for additional funding for the 
Community Forest Project. The Town Treasurer 
was authorized to work with a bond attorney to 
meet the statutory requirements for a bond vote.

On January 13, the Selectboard approved the 
bond article that will be on the Australian ballot 
at Town Meeting. By statute, any bond vote must 
be preceded by an informational meeting within 
10 days of the election. The Selectboard has asked 
the Conservation Commission (HCC) to host that 
meeting and it has been scheduled for February 25 
at 6:30 pm in the Community Church.

The Selectboard also unanimously approved the 
HCC’s recommendation that Anne Dannenberg 
be appointed to the Commission.

Pillsbury Estate Late, long-time Huntington 
resident Ken Pillsbury included a generous alloca-
tion in his will for construction of senior housing 
in Huntington. Pillsbury’s will did not include 
specific instructions regarding any interest earned 
from investment of those funds but the execu-
tor of his estate, Attorney Steve Soule, wrote to 
express his belief that Pillsbury would only want 
interest to also go to direct construction and not 
planning or design, nor any other purpose. The 
Selectboard Investment Subcommittee plans to 
present its Municipal Investment Strategy at a 
meeting in January.

FEMA Buy-outs The Town received the signed 
Reimbursement Agreement with John and Kendra 
Christiana regarding their property on Texas Hill 
Road that had been drafted and approved by the 
Town Attorney. A property appraisal process is the 
next step in the buy-out process. The Selectboard 
also approved moving forward with the first 12 
FEMA buy-out applications resulting from the 
Halloween flooding.

Glebe Lands During American Colonial times, 
the British Monarchy set aside glebe lands, also 
known as perpetual lease lands, to produce rev-
enue to support the local parish of the Church of 
England. Those glebe lands still exist and have 
complicated the sale of some properties in Ver-
mont with title insurance companies unwilling to 
issue policies for “encumbered” land. As a result, 
the Vermont Legislature passed an act stating 
that such lands would vest to the current owner 
on January 1, 2020 unless a municipality votes to 
maintain ownership of those lands. The Town At-
torney alerted the Town of that upcoming deadline 
resulting in the scheduling of a special meeting 
on December 23. Huntington has three known 
glebe lands, all on State-owned property. Other 
glebe lands may also exist but, since the Town 
can unencumber landowners by relinquishing its 
interest in those lands at any time with a simple 
vote, the Selectboard voted to maintain ownership 
of the Town’s glebe lands.

Towns of Richmond & Huntington
Positions Open for March 3, 2020

Town Meeting Vote by Australian Ballot
RICHMOND
Position Length of Term
Moderator            1 year

Selectboard          3 years 

Selectboard          2 years 

Constable  1 year

Cemetery Trustee  5 years 

Library Trustee  5 years     

MMUU School Director  3 years 
    
Petitions must contain 1% of the eligible voters from 
the Town of Richmond (30 names) and must be sub-
mitted to the Town Clerk's Office by 5 pm on Monday, 
January 27, 2020. 

HUNTINGTON
Position   Length of Term
Auditor  3 years
Auditor (Remainder of 3-year term) 1 year
Cemetery Trustee  5 years
Library Trustee   3 years
Lister  3 years
Moderator  1 year
Planning Commission   3 years
Selectboard   3 years
Selectboard  2 years
Town Agent  1 year
Town Grand Juror  1 year
MMUU School Director    3 years   
In order to run for any office, you must pick up a petition at the 
Town Clerk’s Office and obtain signatures from 1% of the regis-
tered voters in Huntington (16 people) and fill out a consent of 
candidate form. These forms are also available at www.hunting-
tonvt.org

The petition must be returned to the Huntington Town Clerk’s Office 
by 5 pm on Monday, January 27, 2020.

A consent of candidate form is due at the same time. Petitions and consent forms are available at 
the Town Clerk's Office.

17 V.S.A. §2681(b), 2681(a)(3). The nominating petition, accompanied by a consent of candidate 
form, must be filed with the municipal clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the sixth Monday preceding 
the day of the election.

M A S S A G E  A N D  B O D Y W O R K

Schedule your appointment 
now at:

 www.advancedwellnessvt.com
65 Huntington Road, Richmond     

Ph: 318-1423

Located in the Lower 
Village of Huntington

434-2564
Groceries

Beer 
Wine
 Gas

Native Produce

  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖

  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖  ❖

Local Breads
Proudly owned by Linda Pecor 

Home of the Hungry Belly Deli

It’s time to get your hands on much faster Internet! Don’t settle for yesterday’s 
Internet speed when you have a home full of today’s devices. Upgrade now to 
the incredible speed you need for maximum  
enjoyment when multiple people are streaming,  
downloading, gaming and more.

Try Our Faster Internet Speeds FREE for 60 Days!
Call 888.321.0815 to start enjoying more.

*Service availability and Internet speed will  
depend on location. Contact us for details! www.greenmountainaccess.net Co
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RAISE 
YOUR 
HAND
IF  YOU NEED MORE 
INTERNET SPEED

RAISE 
YOUR 
HAND

Try our faster 
speeds FREE  
for 60 days!

SPEEDS UP  
TO 1 GIG!*
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Richmond Selectboard
Reported by Greg Elias

Town officials in recent years finished work 
on the municipal budget ahead of schedule. 
But this time, problematic appropriations 

pushed the process up against deadline.  
The Selectboard, at its January 6 session, tried 
to finalize a spending plan for the fiscal year 
starting in July. The budget will be presented for 
voter approval on Town Meeting Day in March. 
Board members first tweaked a few line items, 
including a reserve fund for Town Center reno-
vations and funding for technology upgrades. 
The section of the budget covering charitable 
appropriations, however, halted progress toward 
final approval. 
The Selectboard has for years during each 
budget cycle fielded funding requests from 
nonprofit organizations or charitable groups. 
The amounts for each group are typically 
modest, ranging from a few hundred to a few 
thousand dollars. 
But Selectboard members this time have 
discussed having voters separately approve re-
quests from 10 organizations rather than include 
them in the budget. The move would affect the 
Town Meeting Day agenda while making a 
relatively minor impact on the proposed $3.9 
million budget. The charitable requests this year 
total $86,403. 
Board member Bard Hill said the idea of asking 
for voter approval was prompted by a $20,635 
request from Our Community Cares Camp, 
which offers a summer camp to kids regardless 
of their ability to pay. It represented a sharp 
increase over the $800 provided for OCCC in 
the current budget. 
The Selectboard initially placed each request 
on the proposed Town Meeting Day agenda 
for separate voter approval. But Hill and fellow 
Selectboard member Katie Mather reported that 
what they heard from community members 
led them to reconsider. The unanimous advice: 
Don’t punt to voters because we elected you to 
make such decisions.  
A lengthy discussion ensued. It was pointed out 
that those attending Town Meeting likely would 
hesitate to speak out or vote against charitable 
funding in front of their fellow residents, mak-
ing for an inherently flawed decision-making 
process. 
“Basically, nobody wants to be the jerk,” Mather 
said. “It will pass, but there won’t have been a 
good-faith discussion where people feel truly 
empowered to speak their opinions about what 
should be funded.”
Board member Christy Witters said she sup-
ported all the funding requests except the one 
from Our Community Care Camp, so she sug-
gested that just that request be placed on the 
Town Meeting agenda. 
Board member Roger Brown said if the town 
was going to spend $20,000 on a summer 
camp, it should instead consider hiring a part-
time recreation director, an idea considered in 
years past. 
Hill proposed that all the funding requests be 
approved as part of the budget while giving 
OCCC the same $800 it received last time. He 
noted that amount could be altered via a motion 
from the floor at Town Meeting. It appeared 
that other Selectboard members agreed with 
this approach, but there was no final decision. 
Town Manager Josh Arneson noted that the Se-
lectboard must approve the budget and meeting 
notice at its next regular meeting to comply with 
the public notice requirement. Notices must be 
published no later than 30 days before Town 
Meeting Day. 
Information from the Selectbooard’s next 
meeting on January 20 was not available by 
press time. 

Course change on conservation  The other 
issue that could be headed toward a Town Meet-
ing Day decision is money for conservation 
projects and land purchases. The Conservation 
Reserve Fund is funded through a one-cent ad-
dition to the property tax rate. The fund, which 
contained $287,285 at the start of the current 
fiscal year, was used in 2018 to purchase the 
428-acre Andrews Town Forest.
Voters in 2015 renewed use of the fund for 
another five years. But Arneson said he now 
has been advised that the town must ask voters 
each year to approve the fund. Attorneys for the 
town of Richmond and the Vermont League of 
Cities and Towns told him that the voting pool 
varies from year to year, and a spending decision 
made one year cannot be binding on voters in 
subsequent years. 
That legal opinion led to a lengthy debate. Con-
servation Commission members attending the 
meeting protested that shifting to year-to-year 
funding would prevent long-range planning.
Judy Rosovsky, who chairs the Advisory Board, 
said the Andrews Forest purchase and other 
conservation projects would never have been 
completed under a shorter funding regime. 
She said other towns such as Colchester and 
South Burlington use multi-year approvals to 
promote planning. But she acknowledged it was 
ultimately the Selectboard’s decision. 
“I am certainly not going to fight with you about 
it,” she said. “You are liable, not me.”
In 2017, Richmond voters approved using 
$125,000 from the Conservation fund for Rich-
mond’s share of the Andrews Forest purchase. 
The balance of the $450,000 deal was covered 
by grants and other funding procured by the 
Vermont Land Trust. 
The vote culminated a lengthy effort to acquire 
the land along Route 2, about two miles east 
of Bridge Street. The town has since used 
the Conservation Reserve Fund to plan trail 
upgrades and pay for public access improve-
ments at the site. 
Rosovsky questioned the town’s legal advice, 
noting that it was just an opinion and wondering 
what law backs it up. Arneson said the lawyers 
told him that there is no explicit law, but Ver-
mont statute gives municipalities only those 
powers granted by the state. The attorneys said 
voters must make funding decisions annually, 
with the only exception being loan payments. 
Mather said the Selectboard needed a clearer 
answer about legal requirements before mak-
ing a decision. She too thought the five-year 
approvals were needed to facilitate planning 
for conservation projects.
Hill said he was not willing to risk overriding 
the legal advice the town received on the matter. 
He suggested that perhaps South Burlington 
charter allows the city to hold funding votes 
covering multiple years. Hill said the town 
attorney stated that Richmond would need a 
charter change to permit multi-year funding. 
Charter changes must be approved by the Ver-
mont Legislature.
Arneson said he was confident that the legal 
opinions were valid because both the town 
attorney and VLCT independently stated the 
same thing. Each noticed without prompting 
the five-year approval in the proposed Town 
Meeting notice and warned it violated the law. 
Board members discussed just how to word the 
meeting warning asking voters to approve the 
fund. Arneson said the lawyers advised the town 
to use minimal language so as to remain neutral 
and avoid promoting approval. Promotional 
pushes by other Vermont elected boards have 
resulted in legal challenges. 
Town Meeting Day this year takes place on 
Tuesday, March 3.

	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
Sunday	Worship	Service	–	9	am	

	

We	welcome	you	to	join	us	in	sharing	our	love	for	God		
and	neighbor	through	worship	and	prayer	

	

Reverend	David	Wood,	Pastor	
	

Children’s	Sunday	School	is	at	9am	
directly	following	their	special	message	time	with	our	pastor	

	

4910	Main	Road	●	802-434-4854	●	www.CommunityChurchOfHuntington.org	

	

Richmond Home Supply
99 Railroad Street • Richmond

434-2887

MON-FRI 7-5:30 • SAT 8-4:30 • SUN 8:30-1:30

Get 
Ready 

for 
Winter  

Snow Shovels
Roof Rakes

Weatherization
Sand & Salt 

How 
Are You 
Coping 

with 
Winter?

Shop Locally. Support 
Our Advertisers.
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MMMUSD Board
Reported by Diane Wester

January 6, 2020
Budget, Budget, Budget The Board approved 
the seconded motion from the finance commit-
tee and warned the annual meeting. Dramatic 
changes would have occurred even without the 
addition/combination of the Brewster-Pierce 
individual budget into the merged district. The 
State has changed the funding of Special Educa-
tion, in itself a major driver of expense, but also 
has changed the Health Care Insurance premium 
system. Health care insurance premiums con-
tinue to be second only to salaries in cost to the 
system. Using the new State mandated system, 
increases are double digit.

Even so, diligent work since July by the Finance 
Committee and the Financial Officer has man-
aged to produce a total budget of $50,126,550, 
an increase of 3.59% over last year. Education 
spending increased approximately 2.69% (this 
is the spending on which your tax assessment is 
based). Superintendent John Alberghini stated, 
“enrollment is steady. Reduction in staff has 
been avoided by attrition.” Special Education's 
student numbers “are flat, but intensity of needs 
have gone up a lot.” This report, and the accom-
panying power point presentation, are available 
on-line at www.cesuvt.org.

A modest sum was included to begin to survey 
and educate the populace in the southern district 
about the Spanish immersion program. Strategic 
planning and vision for the district was accorded 
$20,000.

At the Finance Committee meeting of Decem-
ber 19, 2019, retiring Board member Michael 

Marks (Richmond) once again encouraged the 
development of a strong five-year capital im-
provement plan to force a serious evaluation of 
each building and its needs in the future.

This Richmond Board opening is a three-year 
elected term. Petitions are due January 27, 2020. 
Call the Central Office at 434-2128 for more 
information. The Administration Offices have 
moved to 10 River Road, Jericho 05465 (the 
old UID building), but the telephone number 
remains the same.

Two more budget public presentations will be 
made before Town Meeting Day: February 20, 
6 pm, at Camels Hump Middle School, and at 
the MMMUSD Annual Meeting February 27, 
6 pm, MMUHS.

Let’s Grow Kids* has assisted with the prepara-
tion of a Request for Proposal to create a K-3 
space at the River Road address. One proposal 
has been offered. The evaluation process is 
ongoing. 

The Town of Huntington is fundraising to buy 
a piece of property adjacent to Brewster-Pierce 
Memorial School to enhance its outdoor educa-
tion programming. Chuck Lacy encouraged the 
individual board members to consider making a 
personal donation to this cause. It is “incredibly 
important,” he said.

The next regularly scheduled School Board 
meeting is February 3, 6:30 pm, Camels Hump 
Middle School. 
*LGK is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
providing high quality child care to every child in 
Vermont.

802.434.4760 • john@restinglion.com

Greetings from

Resting Lion Studio
Supporting small businesses and
musicians in Huntington & Richmond
since 1990.

2020 Schedule
January 9 deadline 
January 23  issue

Town Meeting Preview
February 6 deadline    
February 20 issue
March 12 deadline  
March 26 issue
April 9 deadline  
April 23 issue
May 7 deadline  
May 21 issue
June 11 deadline  
June 26 issue
July 23 deadline  
August 6 issue
September 5 deadline 
September 19 issue
October 8  deadline  
October 23 issue

Holiday Issues
November 5 deadline 
November 19 issue
December 3 deadline 
December 17 issue

434-8662
Mon-Fri 7-3  

Sat & Sun 8-3
See our menu on our 

Facebook page!

at 
Beaudry’s Store  

Huntington 
Lower Village

Hungry Belly Deli Pre-order Superbowl by Jan 30
Wings or Ribs $9.95/ lb
Add small fries for $3.25

Order 2-in Dagwood Wedge 
Italian  for $5.50

Buy two get one free !
Add small fries for $3.25

Jalapeno poppers for $3.50

Your ad. 
This space. 

$35. Advertise with us!
Contact Meg Howard at 

advertising@timesinkvt.org Prepay? Save 5%.
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Area Residents Honored
President's List Fall 2019
Aislynn Farr, Richmond, Vermont Technical 
College, student in the Associate of Applied 
Science Dairy Farm Management program. 
Degree students carrying 12 or more letter-
graded credit hours who achieve a GPA of 4.0.

Isabel Thon, Richmond, Plymouth State 
University, Plymouth, New Hampshire, 
achieving a grade point average of 3.7 or better 
for semester and must have attempted at least 
12 credit hours.

Clarkson University		
Potsdam, New York
Jonathan Thomas Aselin, Jericho, majoring 
in mechanical engineering.

William Martin, Starksboro, majoring in 
mechanical engineering.

Rachel Rackliff,  Jericho, majoring in civil 
engineering.

William J Smialek, Richmond, majoring in 
mathematics.

Presidential Scholars must achieve a minimum 
3.80 grade-point average and carry at least 14 
credit hours.

De-brushing services for private and 
commercial projects

Retention ponds, ROW, pond edges, 
removal of invasive vegetation & more.  

Please check out our website: 
www.vtlandmaintenance.com

Brian Washburn
vtlandmaintenance@gmail.com

434-4533(voice only) • 802-373-1755 (cell)

Serving 
the area 
for over 
20 years!

Young's Small Engine Repair
REPAIR & SERVICE OF ALL SMALL ENGINES

Lawnmowers & Tillers 
Chainsaws sharpened

3147 Dugway Road, Richmond

Jim Young
434-3993

Thank you for your business!

Dean's List - Fall 2019
Elizabeth Werner, Richmond, Plymouth State 
University, Plymouth, New Hampshire. Werner 
is a Nursing major.

Allison Charland, Richmond, Quinnipiac 
University, Hamden, Connecticut. She is a 
freshman and the daughter of Jerry and Kim 
Charland.

University of Vermont
Students must have a grade-point average of 
3.0 or better and rank in the top 20 percent of 
their class in their respective college or school. 

Huntington: Eliza Bryan, Grace Butler, Maia 
Hendrickson, Samuel Leo, Eli Ogilvie

Richmond: Jordan Bursell, Eleanor Churchill, 
Finley Clark, Amanda Grzywna, Hagen Harris, 
Eamonn Heney, Kira Mincar, Emily Morison, 
Emma Parent, Jack Parker, Maeve Poleman, 
Cory Raymond

Starksboro: Adeline Crosthwait 

Jericho: Gina Airoldi, Molly Beatty, Ella 
Bergin, Brianna Borch, Anna Chaffee, Thomas 
Chivers, Jacob Crawford, Ethan Sander, Joshua 
Springer

Clarkson University		
Potsdam, New York
Students must achieve a minimum 3.25 grade-
point average and also carry at least 14 credit 
hours.

Rylee LeBourveau, Jericho, majoring in 
innovation and entrepreneurship

Brennan Moreau, Jericho, majoring in 
chemical engineering

Lydia Parker, Starksboro, Pensacola Christian 
College, Pensacola, Florida, earning a semester 
grade point average of 3.00 or higher.

Area 
Graduates
Fall 2019

Vermont Technical College
Kelci Gibbard, Jericho, Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing.

At the Vermont State House, 30 Vermont orga-
nizations representing business, youth, poverty 
alleviation, public health, environment and 
other diverse interests presented a policy plan 
for climate action in 2020. The plan proposes 
a concise and essential platform for Vermont to 
do its part on climate change, while supporting a 
stronger economy and improving equity. 

The four legislative priorities include:

• Enacting a Global Warming Solutions Act 
that enables and requires state government to 
achieve climate emissions reductions, by hold-
ing the state accountable to developing and 
implementing a plan that will meet our com-
mitment to the Paris Climate Accord by 2025 
and achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

• Making a commitment to 100% renewable 
energy by 2030 to move state infrastructure 
away from imported fossil fuels and strengthen 
our local economy

• Modernizing Vermont’s energy efficiency 
utilities, enabling them to focus on reducing 
climate pollution through innovative new 

2020 Legislative Plan 
for Climate Action

Love God, 
Seek Peace, 

Build Community, 
Welcome All.

Richmond 
Congregational 

Church
United Church of  Christ

Sunday Worship 10 am 
Sunday School preK-8 during worship

Annual Meeting 
& Brunch
February 9

Souper Bowl of Caring
Help Tackle Hunger through February 2 

We are collecting cans of soup for the Richmond 
Food Shelf - any unexpired kind is okay. 

On February 2, a free will cash (and change) offering 
will go to directly the Food Shelf, along with the soup. 

Pastor Katelyn B. Macrae
434-2053 • church@rccucc.org • website: www.rccucc.org

technologies while reducing the cost burden by 
helping low- and moderate-income Vermonters 
access cleaner, healthier, and more affordable 
heating and transportation solutions

• Participating in a just, equitable implementa-
tion of the Transportation and Climate Initia-
tive (TCI), a regional effort to reduce climate 
pollution by placing a cap on emissions from 
fossil fuel companies and using revenue raised 
to help participating states invest in cleaner 
transportation options

“Climate action is a top priority for Vermonters, 
and this platform is intended to serve as a four-
part strategic roadmap to ensure long overdue 
progress on this pressing issue,” said Johanna 
Miller, Energy and Climate Program Director 
at the Vermont Natural Resources Council 
(VNRC). “The stakes could not be higher, and 
we look forward to working as a coalition of 
30 diverse partner organizations to ensure this 
platform is enacted into law.”

Read the 2020 Climate Plan for Climate Action 
in Vermont by visiting this link: vnrc.org

It was standing room only on opening 
night at Stone’s Throw Pizza. The 
January 7 event was hit with the ever-
changing crowd.

Tyler Stratton, his wife, Allison, and 
Silas Pollitt make up the ownership 
of this Richmond iteration of their 
Fairfax legend. They, along with a staff 
of at least seven on this opening night, 
refreshed the four pizza stations in 
minutes after the last pie was devoured. 
Serving up 12” and 18” pies from their 
extensive menu, the team satisfied the 
omnivores and vegetarians alike with 
pies ranging from traditional pepperoni 
and margherita, to the Grazer with 
white sauce, buffalo chicken Bailey-
Hazen Blue, shaved leeks and creamy 
dill; and Joon Baba, a white sauce 
pizza with baba ghanoush, charred 
peppers, preserved orange and feta. 

Many patrons could be heard proclaiming their 
appreciation for such a good fit for Richmond. 
Jonesville resident John Cohn, commented 
that Stone’s Throw is a fitting follow up to the 

Big Opening Night

Will Dix, above, serves up two more pies with an always positive attitude. The adoring crowd emptied the 
pizza plates almost before they’d hit the table. Below, Tyler Stratton tosses another crust. Photos: Jared 
Katz

original history of the building. That sentiment 
was echoed by those around him. 

Said photographer Jared Katz, " It will be a 
tough job, but I’ll return to try the rest of the 
menu!"
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Rep.  Tom Stevens
Washington-Chittenden 1
12 Winooski Street
Waterbury, VT 05676
595-0429 (cell)
tom@stevensvermont.com
tstevens@leg.state.vt.us

Rep.  Theresa Wood
Washington-Chittenden 1
1461 Perry Hill Road
Waterbury, VT 05676
(c) 802.585.5202 | 
(h) 802.244.8087
twood@leg.state.vt.us

Rep  Marcia Lawrence  
Gardner
Chittenden 1
2290 Hinesburg Road
Richmond, VT 05477 
434-2854
mgardner@leg.state.vt.us

Rep. Marcia L. Gardner

Proposal 2, a proposed amendment to ban slavery 
in the Vermont State Constitution, unanimously 
passed the House Committee on Government 

Operations (the committee on which I serve) on Janu-
ary 10th. Proposal 2 would amend the second half 
of Chapter I, Article 1 of the Vermont Constitution 
to clarify that slavery and indentured servitude in 
any form are prohibited. The second half of Article 
1 currently reads, “no person born in this country, or 
brought from over sea, ought to be holden by law, to 
serve any person as a servant, slave or ap-
prentice, after arriving to the age of twenty-
one years, unless bound by the person's 
own consent, after arriving to such age, 
or bound by law for the payment of debts, 
damages, fines, costs, or the like.” This 
amendment would eliminate the above 
quoted text and replace it with the state-
ment, “slavery and indentured servitude in 
any form are prohibited,” and would rid the 
document of all other references to slavery. 

The process to amend the State Constitu-
tion spans two different sessions in the 
Legislature. An amendment must originate 
in the Senate and be approved by a two-
thirds vote. Then it must receive a majority vote in 
the House. The passage of this amendment requires 
House and Senate approval in this biennium (before 
May 2020) and in the next biennium (before May 
2022), and then a majority vote in the general election 
(November 2022). It is a deliberately slow process 
as changing our State’s Constitution should not be 
taken lightly.

Peter Teachout, Professor of Law, Vermont Law 
School, in his testimony before the House Govern-
ment Operations Committee, stated, “It is a par-
ticularly awesome responsibility when what is being 
considered is amending a provision that has the sort 
of historic significance that Article 1 of Chapter I has. 
Article 1 holds special significance for Vermonters 
because it is the source of the anti-slavery provision 
that made the Vermont Constitution of 1777 the first 
state constitution in the country to outlaw slavery. It 
stands as a monument to Vermont’s early opposition 
to slavery and represents a constitutional achieve-
ment of which Vermonters ought to be proud.”

Initially, the proposal eliminated any reference to 
slavery. However, after much discussion and agree-
ment by all advocacy groups involved, it was decided 
that, if the reference to slavery were to be eliminated, 
future generations of Vermonters would lose sight of 
why Article 1 represented such an important consti-
tutional achievement. 

The original motivation for amending Article 1 was 
that it outlawed only adult slavery, setting the age 
for which a person could not be enslaved at 21, and 
implied that the Vermont framers condoned child 

slavery. (In actuality, they were more likely allowing 
for youth apprenticeships that were very common 
at the time.) While the 13th Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution banned slavery in 1865, Proposal 2 
would close the age loophole and send a very clear 
message that slavery or indentured servitude will 
not be allowed.

Vermont State Senator Jeanette White aptly stated, “It 
will not change any law, and it will not guarantee any 
new rights or freedoms. But we’re living in troubling 
times. We’re experiencing an increase in hate crimes 

and attitudes of intolerance.” 

It remains to be seen whether Proposal 2, if passed, 
will reduce racism, hate crimes, and intolerance. It 
sends a strong, clear message, however, that slavery 
at any age and in any form will not be tolerated in 
this state.

Rep. Theresa Wood &
Rep. Tom Stevens

The second year of the 2019 Biennium is upon 
us, and, as always, it is getting off the mark 
with a head of steam that will not end until 

the middle of May. We have unfinished work from 
2019, and new bills have arrived, vying for attention 
with no lesser priority than the ones on which we 
continue to work.

During the offseason, the Vermont Democratic 
Party sponsored an online survey that was open to 
all, primarily through social media and Front Porch 
Forum. The survey was considered a temperature 
check on issues that were important to Vermonters. 
We acknowledge that working on legislation in 
Montpelier is often difficult to decipher, and for us, 
when we put our heads down to do that work, we can 
lose sight of what is important to you. This survey 
was not scientific — Vermonters chose to participate 
or not and if you didn’t click through one of the 
links to the survey, you didn’t have the opportunity 
to participate. It was not unlike the recently ended 
“Doyle Poll” from town meetings past. But while not 
scientific, the results did give us a picture of where 
we are right now, at a time when there are so many 
important issues requiring our attention.

The poll asked participants to rank their top three is-
sues from a list provided. The list was based on some 
priorities — a list by no means complete — shared 
by the relevant committees in the General Assembly 
based on legislation introduced during 2019. The 
initial results were as follows, based on the responses 
from nearly 2,000 Vermonters. (And while the survey 
was conducted by the Vermont Democratic Party, it 
was open to all, and responses came from individuals 

who identified as Democrats, Republicans, Progres-
sives, Independents, and Libertarians.

1) Improve affordability of health care (47.8%)
2) Pass climate change solutions legislation (35.5%)
3) Invest in rural development and broadband   	
    (25.2%)
4) Raise the minimum wage (25.1%)
5) Tax and regulate marijuana (23.7%)
6) Enact gun safety legislation (23.3%)
7) Make higher education more affordable (19.2%)
8) Create a paid family and medical leave program 	
    (12.3%)
9) Invest in more treatment for opioid misuse (12.1%)
10) Ban toxic chemicals that are known to harm 	
    kids (11.6%)
11) Implement criminal justice reforms (10.9%)
12) Build on child care investments (10.2%)
13) Reduce racism and implicit bias (7.7%)

The survey also asked four specific questions:

Do you think increasing Vermonters’ pay by 
gradually increasing the minimum wage will benefit 
Vermont’s economy and its workers? 64.3% Yes, 
22.4% No

Do you want to see a law that will provide family and 
medical leave insurance for Vermont workers so they 
can take paid time off to bond with their newborn 
or support their loved one in a time of need? 64.8% 
Yes, 22.2% No

Do you support the State of Vermont moving toward a 
system of taxing and regulating the sale of marijuana, 
so we have adequate resources to protect consumers 
and reduce youth usage? 74.3% Yes, 13.4% No

Do you support the State of Vermont taking a leader-
ship role to combat climate change, either individu-
ally or with neighboring states? 69.9% Yes, 20.5% No

Just as important as the issues listed and the ques-
tions asked were several that were not included in the 
survey. For instance, while Rep. Wood was the lead 
sponsor on the bill that assisted families in access-
ing high quality, affordable childcare, she was also 
working to insure the financial stability and safety 
of supports and services for older Vermonters and 
people with disabilities.  Rep. Wood also worked in 
committee to pass legislation updating requirements 
to test for lead in drinking and cooking water in 
public schools and child care programs.  Additional 
work involved raising the legal smoking age to 21 
and limiting access to vaping by youth.

Rep. Stevens, along with his committee’s work on 
family medical leave insurance and minimum wage, 
continues to prioritize finding solutions to our afford-
able housing crisis, as well as other issues that do not 
find the limelight but are equally important to those 
who are in need, from the homeless to those who are 
survivors of domestic violence.

And, in the case of the three towns (and gore!) in our 
district, the survey did not address the difficulties ap-
parent in making sure our school systems address the 
needs of students and taxpayers in the aftermath of 
Act 46 or the issues facing local towns in responding 
to new permitting requirements for municipal roads.

Further, the survey did not ask participants how they 
think these priorities should be funded. Given the way 
we have approached government spending over the 
past decade since the Great Recession, we have fo-
cused on budgeting to a number and not necessarily to 
the need. This has created great tension, because the 
social needs are growing, the costs of living — espe-
cially as it relates to health insurance and care — are 
increasing, as is the cost of child care. In fact, two of 
our critical needs, elder and child care, are industries 
that cost the most to consumers but compensate the 
skilled workers the least. This illustrates fundamental 
flaws in our goal of affordability, but we often just 
think of affordability as taxes, which is how we fund 
these other essential needs.

We don’t have all the answers, but we are keeping 
our noses to the grindstone on your behalf. We 
remain honored and privileged to serve you. Please 
stay in touch and let us know what you’re thinking 
about on any of the issues discussed here, or any 
that affect you.

Support our local businesses! 
Buy our products at Beaudry’s, 

Richmond Market and Lantmans.

Krin’s Bakery

Logo Stickers

Oval Stickers
1.5”x1.125”

Oval Stickers
2.5”x2”

Circle Stickers
2.25”

MADE IN Vermont  •  EST. 20
05

KRINSBAKERY.COM

M
ADE IN Vermont  •  E

ST. 2
005

KRINSBAKERY.COM

GIVE BLOOD TODAY
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Ric h m on d  D e n ta l

A Great Smile Starts Here!

Richmond Dental, Bridge Street, Richmond • 802.434.3700 • www.richmonddentalvt.com

Welcoming New Patients!
Our goal is to create and maintain a healthy,  
comfortable, and attractive smile for a lifetime.
Dr. Howard Novak has over 20 years of experience 
providing state of the art dental care. Call today for 
an appointment and experience our warm, friendly 
environment.

Richmond Home Supply
99 Railroad Street • Richmond

434-2887

MON-FRI 7-5:30 • SAT 8-4:30 • SUN 8:30-1:30

Get 
Ready 

for 
Winter  

Winter 
Projects...

Stay Warm 
Inside ... and 

Outside.

Sleepy Hollow Inn, Ski & Bike Center
Huntington, Vermont

www.skisleepyhollow.com • (802) 434-2283

Christian Arthur Photography

cember began cold and snowy, ending with a 
second-week “January” thaw. Gillett Pond rec-
reation began mid-November and continued but 
for brief thaws that resurfaced ponds for skating 
and skiing as snow allowed. Glorious ice over 
the holidays brought many for pond skating, 
all coming pretty much to an end with snow, 
sleet and freezing rain just before the New Year. 

Oxford Dictionary’s choice of Climate Emer-
gency as the Word of the Year would seem 
appropriate recalling world-wide weather 
events featuring climate change signatures such 
as slow-moving, major storms, droughts and 
inundation. Included were record drought and 
catastrophic wildfires in Australia, record cold 
in Europe and our Midwest, massive Midwest 

floods, the hottest June temperature on record 
world-wide, record-breaking heat in Europe, 
Category-5 Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas 
with sustained winds in excess of 180 mph (but 
not Alabama!). 

Of interest to weather aficionados, the history 
of weather forecasting is neatly summarized in 
Andrew Blum’s The Weather Machine provid-
ing a review of the development and improved 
long-term accuracy of weather forecasts (Sci-
ence, 2019, 363:6425). A six-day forecast in 
2015 was as good as 1975, three-day forecast. 
Several models currently are out there. Best 
record is with the “European Model” (EC-
MWF: European Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts; https://weather.us/model-
charts/euro/significant-weather.html) which 
for example accurately predicted the course 
of Hurricane Sandy 8 days in advance, other 
competitor models still indicating 4 days before 
it hit land that it would go out to sea 4 days be-
fore it hit land. The models operate by real-time 
updating of hypotheses based on ongoing actual 
outcomes. A 10-day forecast now requires 2.5 
hrs. of supercomputer calculations. Recent 
climate-induced changes in the frequency and 
pattern of major weather events presents a 
challenge in terms of the conventional use of 
historic weather patterns to predict the future. 
The inevitable APPS have been developed: 
think Weather Underground (now Weather.
com) that grabs the model output, refines a 
bit and refines to specific locations and shares 
forecasts with Google, Apple, Yahoo, and oth-
ers. Crowd sourcing forecasting data gathered 
improperly and without standards raises the 
spectrum of fake weather news and attendant 
forecast unhappiness. 

Every form of life is coming under the gun with 
accounts of multiple extinctions regularly in the 
news. As reported by the Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithology, world bird populations have 
declined by 29% since the 1970s: think billions. 
(Science (2019) 365:6459).

Oceans continue to warm and not just domi-
nantly at the poles. A newer development 
is hot spots such as occurred off southern 
Alaska causing a precipitous drop in numbers 
of Pacific cod attributed to food chain collapse: 
the demise of phytoplankton, followed by 
copepods, krill, then smaller fish; larger fish 
further starve, abetted by warmer temperatures 
which increases metabolism, hence underwater 
famine. Increased water temperature, of course 
adds to rising sea levels, also causing waters to 

release CO2, reminiscent of a similar scenario 
for why good sap runs require cold nights and 
warm days.

The authoritative medical journal, Lancet, 
provides a detailed analysis of impact on human 
health (https://www.thelancet.com/climate-and-
health) including on disease patterns of disease, 
food availability, water and sanitation, with poor 
populations taking the brunt. That disease arises 
from affluent high-carbon societies – obesity, 
diabetes, heart disease – must be appreciated. 
Reductions of global warming emissions for 
luxury versus those necessary for survival must 
be a focus. As FDR pointed out, World War II 
could not be won on hope alone. 

Inspiration for change was provided by Greta 
Thunberg beginning with her speeches before 
Swedish Parliament at age 15, her address 
to the 2018 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, the student demonstrations that 

blossomed, and her becoming the youngest 
individual Time magazine named Person of 
the Year. Unfortunately, despite her efforts and 
those of many others, the Madrid UN Climate 
talks ended in failure. 

As pointed out by Wallace Wells in the New 
York Times, a key psychological problem is 
mindset: an optimistic prejudice; a tendency to 
wait for others to act; preference for the present; 
resistance to change; confidence that things can 
be changed easily; disbelief about future very 
bad outcomes. Charles Mann’s The Wizard 
and the Prophet presenting dueling visions / is 
a good read for those interested in the dueling 
visions of what can be done. As pointed out 
many years ago by Chief Seattle: “Humankind 
has not woven the web of life. We are but one 
thread within it. Whatever we do to the web, we 
do to ourselves. All things are bound together. 
All things connect.”

Up here on Wes White Hill, Gillett Pond had 
its ups and downs. An excellent year for winter 
sports as the year began. The Pond all but disap-
peared over the summer due to low precipitation 
and leaky dam. Fortunately, rains filled the Pond 
in time for early fall canoeing and kayaking. 
Winter sports began earlier than ever before, 
with walking, skiing and / or skating by mid-
November and continuing into December but 
for brief thaws. Many enjoyed a full plate of 
options as the holidays began, a pre-Christmas 
thaw giving way to some great skating at both 
ends. Unfortunately, mixed weather put an end 
to that just before the New Year. The future of 
the Pond remains tenuous given the condition 
of the current dam. However, volunteers are 
working vigorously on securing the necessary 
funding for the replacement dam. (http://gil-
lettpond.org/activities/ ).
Contact: Bob Low, 434-3132, Bob.low@uvm.edu

Weather
continued from page 1

Christmas day skating on Gillett Pond. Photo: Robert Low
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Community Church of Huntington
Submitted by Becky Cozzens
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation, old things have passed away: behold 
all things have become new."

 2 Corinthians 5:17

What did I observe during the Christmas 
Eve Service? I saw many precious 
angels, a proud Mary and Joseph with 

Baby Jesus, three noble kings and two worthy 
shepherds. That’s what I saw on Christmas Eve 
as the nativity came alive and as we sang many 
Christmas carols. This service set the mood for 
a meaningful Christmas for all in attendance. 
It was heartwarming to see so many who came 
to the nativity to give their generous gifts to 
Neighbor Helping Neighbor. This is the mes-
sage that Jesus gives us, that being JOY, Jesus 
first, Others next and Yourself last. May this 
generous loving spirit be with you throughout 
2020. Please come and join us at the Commu-
nity Church of Huntington, services are at 9 am 
with Sunday school for the children during the 
service. Happy New Year to all of you! 
Neighbor Helping Neighbor (NHN) Some-
times God uses the unexpected to open our eyes 
to his power. In the Bible story of Jesus feeding 
the 5,000, we see doubt from the disciples in Je-
sus, and the provision of God through a miracle. 
In Matthew 14: 13-21, we will find details of 
how five loaves of bread and two fish was more 

News from Area Churches
than enough to feed 5,000 people. 
On Halloween night, the Huntington River rose 
over its banks making serious problems for 
many folks in Huntington. NHN was on hand 
to help many of these people and offer monetary 
support. Next came November with its very 
cold temperatures and there were members 
of our community who didn’t have money for 
fuel, electricity or food. NHN was again there 
to step in and help those in need. 
Through that period, the NHN fund kept 
growing - the more we gave out, the more that 
seemed to come in. Just like the five loaves of 
bread and the two fish that fed the 5,000. 
If you are in a situation that needs a “miracle," 
allow God room to work through ways you 
never imagined or dreamed. Sometimes the 
miracle is not what we expect but God knowing 
what we need. 
Thanks to all of you who have supported NHN 
by giving generously through the Huntington 
Race for Sundaes, the mail, our website, open 
mike, memory tree , soups on, and the Christ-
mas Eve service. The need never goes away, so 
please keep on giving in 2020. Let’s help our 
friends and neighbors all year long. 
Neighbor Helping Neighbor,  Box 24, 
Huntington, Vermont 05462  

https://www.communitychurchofhuntington.
org/neighbor-helping-neighbor-nhn1.html

HOME AUTO BUSINESS UMBRELLA

Guide

Guess MAYBE

MAYBE
MAYBE

Waitsfi eld Richmond
(802) 496-2080 (802) 434-4142 www.jamiesonins.com

Linda St. Amour
Specializing in this area 

for over 25 years.

434-2450
777-6244 cell

lstamour@gmavt.net

Your Local Realtor!
BOLTON

BOLTON VALLEY
HINESBURG

HUNTINGTON
JERICHO

JONESVILLE
RICHMOND

STARKSBORO
& More

Affordable & Unique
Country & Village Properties

Re/Max North 
Professionals

Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary Church
Lord’s Day Masses: 
Saturday, 4 pm • Sunday, 8:30 am
Weekday Masses:
Wednesday & Friday, 8:30 am
Reconciliation:
After Weekday Masses
Saturday, 3:15 - 3:45 pm
3rd Thursday of each month, 6 - 7 pm
Eucharistic Adoration:
Thursday, 6 - 8  pm

64 West Main Street
Richmond

434-2521

Rosary:
20 minutes  
before all Masses

 Arabesque etc.

Arabesqueetc.com or call Martina Price 802-383-8468

Arabesque Etc. Dance LLC

Summer is Coming!
Check out our website in February 

to see our camp list!

• Contemporary
• Jazz
• Musical Theatre

Classes in
• Ballet
• Hip Hop

DANCE  DANCE DANCE

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

                         

Thank You!

Richmond 
Food Shelf 

 and 
Thrift Store

Tues, 10–4  • Wed, 1–4  •  Thurs, 10–6 • Fri, 10–4 • Sat, 10–1 • Closed Sun & Mon
A 501 (c)3 non-profit organization • tel: 802-578-4283



Calendar of Events

TOWN HALL COMMITTEE 
Huntington: 4th Thursday, 7 pm, 
Huntington Town Hall.

LIBRARY 
Richmond: Trustees, 1st Thursday in 
January, March, April, June, Septem-
ber & November, 6:30 pm. 434-3036. 

Huntington: Library Board, 4th Tues, 
6:30 pm, Huntington Public Library, 
434-4583 

HUNTINGTON ENERGY COM-
MITTEE 3rd Tues, 5:30 pm, Town 
Office (downstairs)

COMMUNITY GROUPS  
Beacon Light Grange: For informa-
tion, call Master Darceline Lewis-
Wedge at 482-2532.

Hale and Hearty Seniors Club: 2nd 
Wed. Holy Rosary Parish Hall, 6 pm., 
Sept.-May. 

HHCT (Huntington Historic and 
Community Trust): 1st Thurs, Hun-
tington Public Library, 7:30 pm. All are 
welcome to attend.

Howl Women's Land Monthly Busi-
ness Meeting, 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 10 am. All women welcome 
434-3953.

Prostate Cancer Support Group: 
Meeting Location: Hope Lodge, 237 
East Ave, Burlington, second Tues 
each month, 6 pm to 8 pm.General 
discussion and sharing among survi-
vors and those beginning or rejoining 
the battle. Mary L. Guyette RN, MS, 
ACNS-BC. 802-274-4990.  

Richmond Community Band (RCB) 
Richmond Community Band rehears-
als 7 pm to 9 pm. Mondays at Camels 
Hump Middle School. All band instru-
ments are sought. Info: 434 2972.

Huntington Playgroup Fridays, 10 
am, newborn through preschool (with 
older siblings welcome) Residents 
from any town are welcome. 

Regular Meetings
SELECTBOARD: 
Huntington: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7 
pm, Town Office (downstairs). 
Richmond: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 6:30 
pm, Town Center 

SCHOOL BOARD: 
MMMUSD: 1st & 3rd Monday of the 
Month, 6:30 pm, Meetings will rotate 
amoung the MMMUSD schools. 
Check the website for specifics: www.
cesu.k12.vt.us.

PLANNING COMMISSION
Huntington: 2nd & 4th Mon., 7 pm, 
Town Clerk's Office. 
Richmond: 1st & 3rd Wed, 7 pm, 
Town Center 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
Huntington: 2nd Tues., 7 pm, Town 
Office 

Richmond: 2nd & 4th Wed., 7 pm, 
Town Center.

WATER & SEWER COMMISSION
Richmond: 1st Mon., Town Center

SCOUTS
Richmond: Cub Scout Pack 646 
meets 7-8 pm, last Wednesday of the 
month, CHMS music room pit. 
Huntington: Cub Scout Pack 645, 
Sundays, Brewster-Pierce School, 
Matt Plumer (chewiecbr@gmail.com).

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Richmond: 2nd Tues, 7 pm, Town Ctr 
Huntington: 2nd Thursday, 7 pm, 
Huntington Public Library. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE 	
Richmond: 1st Tues, 7-9 pm, Town 
Center Mtg Room

Huntington: 1st Tues, even months, 
7 pm, Town Clerk's Office.

RICHMOND TRAILS COMMITTEE 
Richmond: 3rd Tues, 7 pm, Town 
Center Meeting Room

RICHMOND LAND TRUST First 
Thursday . Monitor Barn Annex. All 
are welcome. Dan Martin, (4231).

MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS: 
Tech Help with Clif - Offering one on 
one technology help, noon & 1pm, 
Brownell Library, Essex Junction. 
Reservation required. call 878-6955 
at least 24 hours in advance. 

FIRST & THIRD TUESDAY: Free car 
seat inspections, Richmond Rescue, 
216 Railroad St., 9 am to noon. Call 
Mike Chiarella: 434-2394.

TUESDAYS: Men's yoga basics. 
Lengthen, strengthen and breathe. 
No experience necessary, 7:15 pm.  
www. balanceyogavt.com

2ND TUESDAY: Champlain Valley 
Prostate Cancer Support Group, 6 
pm to 8 pm, Hope Lodge, 237 East 
Ave, Burlington. Mary L. Guyette RN, 
MS, ACNS-BC, 802-274-4990

1ST THURSDAY: Essex Art League 
meeting, 9 to 11, Essex Junction Con-
gregational Church, Rt. 15. Business 
and social time, and features a guest 
artist presentation. Calendar: www.
essexartleague.com

FIRST FRIDAY: Free yoga class. 7 
pm to 8 pm  www.balanceyogavt.com

SATURDAYS: Story Time, Phoenix 
Books, Burlington, 11 am, 191 Bank 
Street, downtown Burlington. Free. 
Information: www.phoenixbooks.biz 
or 448-3350

SUNDAYS: KarmaYoga class time 
has changed. 10:30 am to 11:30 
am, Balance Yoga. $5 plus a non-
perishable, non-expired item or 
two for Richmond Food Shelf (or 
$10 without food item). www.bal-
anceyoga.com

Until MARCH 1: The magic and mys-
tery of the forest and beauty of nature 
are captured in Jericho artist Marcia 
Congdon Rosberg's paintings, on 
display at Mt. Mansfield Community 
Television's Richmond studio (35 W. 
Main Street). Exhibit is open during 
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Worship 
Community Church of Huntington: 
Sunday morning Worship & Sunday 
School, 9 am. Communion:1st Sun-
day. Senior Luncheon 3rd Tuesday 
(434-3155). 

Richmond Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ: 20 Church 
Street., 434-2053. Sunday Worship and 
Sunday School, 10 am. 

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Ro-
man Catholic Church: Religious 
Education Classes: Sat. 9-10:15 am, 
CHMS, Richmond. Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation: Sat. 3:15 pm. Masses: Sat.4 
pm,Sun.8:30 am. 

Community Alliance Church: 190 
Pond Road (overlooking CVU), Hines-
burg. Sunday, 9 am, Sunday school for 
all ages, with adults and teen electives; 
Scott Mansfield, 482-2132, www.hines 
burgcma.org

Jericho United Methodist Church: 
Rte. 15 in Jericho Corners. Sunday Wor-
ship and Church School 9 am winter and 
summer; Bible/Prayer Study Tues 7:30 
pm. Rev. Kirk Thompson, 899-4288.

Jericho Congregational Church: on 
the green in Jericho Center. Pastor 
David Coons. Sunday services: 8 am & 
11am. Nursery care provided; Sunday 
school for all ages, 9:30 am. Fellowship, 
10:30 am. Sunday Youth Group: 6:15 
pm. 899- 4911; www.jccvt.org

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church:  
273 VT Rte 15 (near Browns Trace 
Rd) Jericho, 899-3932, Rev. Arnold 
Thomas, pastor. Worship Service: 9 
am (nursery care provided), Sunday 
School & Bible Study: 10:30 am.  www.
goodshepherdjericho.org

Mount Mansfield Unitarian-Univer-
salist Fellowship: 195 Vermont Route 
15, Jericho, (the red barn across from 
Packard Road) 9:30 am services sec-
ond and fourth Sunday (September to 
June). All are welcome.

Episcopal Gathering in the Jerusalem 
Schoolhouse (behind the Jerusalem 
Country Store, South Starksboro, Rte 
17). Holy Communion Service 9:30 am 
first and thirds Sundays. Rev. Molly 
Bidwell, 453-5537.

Calvary Episcopal Church 370 Ver-
mont Route 15,Underhill Flats. Wor-
ship service 9:30 am. Sunday morning 
Eucharist with supply priests or Morning 
Prayer at  Calvary, followed by a  coffee 
hour. Handicapped accessible. informa-
tion: www.calvarychurchvt.weebly.com 
or 899-2326.

South Starksboro Friends Meeting 
(Society of Friends: Quakers) Dan Sar-
gent Road (call 388-0134) Worship and 
First Day School, 9:30 am every Sunday, 
preceded by singing at 9 am.

CSWD Richmond 
Drop-Off Center
Open all year Tuesday, 8-3:30; 
Thursday, 9:30-5; Saturday, 
8-3:30. Located on Route 117 
(80 Roger's Lane). 872-8111.

 

 

 

MMCTV office hours and by appoint-
ment: (434-2550) mtmansfieldctv.org

JANUARY 25: Monthly Bird Walk, 8 
am, Birds of Vermont Museum, 900 
Sherman Hollow Road, Huntington, 
434-2167, museum@birdsofvermont.
org, http://www.birdsofvermont.org 
All birders welcome on the monthly 
monitoring walk. Coffee and conver-
sation afterwards. Bring your own 
binoculars. Learn something new, 
share what you know, or both. Free, 
donations welcome. 

JANUARY 29: Snow Buntings  (Win-
ter Birds series, episode 2), 1:30 
pm, Birds of Vermont Museum, 
so-sponsored with the Richmond 
Seniors. Discover Snow Buntings 
through carvings, photos, audio, 
and literature. How do they build 
their nests? What are their courtship 
practices? How do they care for their 
young? Where are you most likely to 
see them? And more. $5 suggested 
donation.

FEBRUARY 2: Winooski and the Buf-
falo Soldiers: A Celebration of Black 
History Month co-sponsored by the 
Chittenden County Historical Society, 
the Winooski Historical Society, and 
the United Methodist Church of Win-
ooski, 2 pm, 24 West Allen Street (use 
side entrance) and will include the 
history of the Church’s Hall organ, the 
legacy of the Buffalo Soldiers at the 
Church, historic organ music, gospel 
music, and a spiritual sing-along.  
Free and open to the public.  Parking 
is free on Sundays in Winooski and 
behind the municipal building.  Not 
handicapped accessible. Informa-
tion: Ann Gray, grayann8@aol.com 
or 878-4088.

FEBRUARY 5: Kinglets (Winter Birds 
series, episode 3), 1:30 pm, Birds of 

Coffee Anyone?

An important mission of the Community 
Seniors is to provide opportunities for its 
members to connect with each other.One 

means to accomplish this is by bringing .people 
together at weekly coffee times that currently 
occur in Richmond and Bolton. These two meet-
ups run consistently year round in Richmond on 
Thursdays and in Bolton on Wednesdays. Both 
run from 9 to 11. The coffee, other hot beverages 
and pastries, warmed in the oven, are all free.

The success of the coffee hours is due to the 
people who attend them. Open to all, there is 
an ease about the structure of them. There is no 
club membership or expectation attached to these 
occasions. Instead the atmosphere is welcoming 
and homelike. Topics of discussion range in all 
directions; maybe the weather, farming, hunt-
ing, quilts, or family history. Sometimes the 
discussion includes the whole group,and often 
smaller groups around the table may engage 
in conversation.  A newspaper sits on the table 
for anyone who’s interested. Tablecloths and  
seasonal decorations enhance the warm atmo-
sphere. Occasionally a cribbage board comes 
out . One participant in Bolton told me “We  are 
like family now.” 

Kathy Manley who initiated Martha Nye’s origi-

nal vision for coffee hours over  two years ago 
looked at it from the beginning as an extension 
of her career as a nurse after she retired from that 
profession. It helps fill her own need to care for 
people.  She told me that she has always enjoyed 
listening and smiling and she knows the value of 
just that in the lives of people.

Jack Lazarowski took up responsibility for the 
Bolton meetup after being a participant there. 
He feels that the welcome, the support, and the 
opportunity to linger and talk adds depth both to 
the relationships between people and the com-
munity they share.

Both Kathy and Jack are open to ideas on how the 
coffee times could evolve. Kathy would like to 
consider opportunities for people to get together 
on holidays when loneliness has a heavy impact. 
Jack wonders who they are missing, how do they 
extend the invitation, and how do they transport 
people who need a ride.

Come along on Wednesday mornings to the 
Bolton Fire Station. The lounge is in back behind 
the trucks. Don’t park in front of the garage 
doors! On Thursday mornings, come to Rich-
mond at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church in 
the church hall around back through the kitchen.  
As one man in Bolton told me, “Don’t be shy! “

—Peggy Curtis

Vermont Museum, co-sponsored with 
the Richmond Seniors. Kinglets are 
tiny and yet survive the winter well. 
How do they do it? $5 suggested 
donation.

FEBRUARY 6: Deadline for Times 
Ink February 20 issue.

FEBRUARY 12: Journal and Sketch 
for Better ID (Winter Birds series, epi-
sode 4), 1:30 pm, co-sponsored with 
the Richmond Seniors. Learn how to 
use journaling and nature sketching 
help you identify birds. When you spot 
a bird only briefly, what do you look 
for in the first second that will help 
you know what to look for in the next 
second? Also how to participate with 
join the Great Backyard Bird Count 
and other Citizen Science Projects. 
$5 Suggested donation.

FEBRUARY 15: Birds of Vermont 
Museum Carving Class: Belted 
Kingfisher, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm. Carve 
and paint in wood during this one-day 
carving class. Wood blank, paint, 
snacks, and coffee provided. David 
Tuttle of the Green Mountain Wood 
Carvers leads the workshop. Register 
early. $40 ($30 for members). 

FEBRUARY 15: Birds of Vermont 
Museum open for Great Backyard 
Bird Count, 10 am to 3 pm. A per-
fect citizen science experience for 
beginners of all sorts. Discover 
more at http://gbbc.birdcount.org/ 
Regular museum admission (free 
for members).

Times Board Needs a Member
The Times Ink, a 501c3 nonprofit organization, has an immediate opening on its Board of 
Directors. Long-time Board member Jane Vossler has recently stepped down.

The five-member Board meets at least once in a calendar year and reviews the finances, 
content and direction of the paper. The Board approves the calendar of publications, the budget 
and advertising rates and develops a solicitation for necessary donations to supplement the 
advertising income that enables the paper to be printed and delivered to all mailboxes served 
by the Richmond, Huntington and Jonesville Post Offices. 

For more information,  call or email a current member of the Board (names on page 2).

Your ad. 
This space. 

$35. Advertise with us!
Contact Meg Howard at 

advertising@timesinkvt.org Prepay? Save 5%.

If you own or operate a farm, forest or maple 
business and need advice regarding the financial 
aspects of your operation, University of Vermont 
(UVM) Extension can help.  

You can schedule a free 90-minute individual 
consultation with an Extension business expert 
at UVM Extension offices. Appointments are 
available from February 19 to April 22.

For a complete list of dates and locations, visit 
go.uvm.edu/bizclinic2020. Appointments are 
on a first-come, first-served basis and must 
be made by Thursday of the week prior to the 
desired time slot.

You can use your session for assistance with 
preparing balance sheets, updating financial 
statements, developing a budget or for a review 
of your written business or feasibility plan. Or 
you may focus on assessment or revision of your 
business planning goals such as capital access, 
marketing or strategic planning, or ask questions 

Free Financial Advice Offered
for Agricultural Businesses

about other financial matters. Plan to bring all 
relevant business records. These could include 
recent bank account statements, bookkeeping re-
ports, your most recent IRS Schedule F tax form, 
loan documentation and other business records.

UVM Extension specialists are available to meet 
at the following nearby locations: 

Mark Cannella (farm or maple): Berlin, Mor-
risville

Tony Kitsos (farm): Middlebury, Morrisville 

Chris Lindgren (forest or maple): Berlin

Betsy Miller (farm): Middlebury

Zac Smith (farm): Berlin, Morrisville, St. Albans

Contact Christi Sherlock at Christi.Sherlock@
uvm.edu, (802) 476-2003, ext. 200, or toll-free 
at (866) 860-1382, three weeks in advance if 
requiring a disability-related accommodation 
to participate. 



Wellness

ADVANCEDWELLNESSVT.
COM to schedule: Medical, shi-
atsu and therapeutic massage, 
craniosacral,acupressure, chinese 
medicine, cupping. Heather Chad-
wick and Kate Bentley. 65 Hunting-
ton Rd., Richmond. 318-1423 

INTERFAITH SPIRITUAL DIREC-
TION with a certified spiritual direc-
tor. Enjoy the benefits of a deep-
ened connection between faith 
and everyday life. Sliding scale. 
Call Tess Starecheski, 434-7005, 
or e-mail at tessstar@gmavt.net to 
arrange free introductory session.

LIFETYPES TIME LIMITED 
WORK WITH COUPLES Who 
want to learn to better under-
stand and celebrate their different 
styles and improve communication. 
Counseling for individuals explor-
ing life or career changes and 
collegebound students seeking 
career directions or choosing ma-
jors.  Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 
(MBTI), Strong Interest Inventory, 
etc. Bill Haddock, MA. 434-2210, 
lifetypes@gmavt.net.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST Are you 
confused and out of balance? Are 
you looking for meaning instead of 
stuff?  Over 30 years experience. 
Demaris Tisdale, M.S.W.   H: 434-
3941  O: 229-2770

Service Directory

CLASSIFIED ADS* 
All ads must be Prepaid! No phone call, 

please.

Rates: $4 for first 20 words.  25¢ each additional word

Deadline:  See dates on bottom of page 1
*Personal, NOT BUSINESS ADS. Business ads must appear a 
minimum of 3 mos in the Service Directory

Number of appearances: ______  Price/month 
_____  Total ______

The Times • PO Box 532 • Richmond, VT 05477 timesink@gmavt.net

Weddings

ROUND CHURCH WEDDING? Vis-
it the Richmond Historical Society 
website or contact Mary Ann Barnes 
434-3220. 2020 dates available! 

HAVE YOUR DREAM WEDDING 
at the Sleepy Hollow Round Barn 
in Huntington. A beautiful 17-sided 
barn  that can seat up to 165. Let 
your family and friends enjoy 
over 800 acres of true Vermont. Two 
nights in our Eight bedroom Inn is 
included.  Dates still available for 
next summer and fall. Please visit 
www.skisleepyhollow.com for more 
information or call 434-2283. [12/19]

FLOWERS FOR YOUR WEDDING 
Natural-looking, graceful wedding 
flowers: bouquets, table arrange-
ments; planted arrangements in 
urns and pots. Colorful Vermont-
grown flowers also used in season. 
Pleasant Mount Farm, Huntington. 
434-2690 [11/20]

INTERESTED IN A  
SERVICE DIRECTORY 

LISTlNG? 
If you would like to purchase space 
in the Service Directory or if your cur-
rent listing expires soon (check the 
date at the end of your listing), write 
to the address for Classified Ads. 
Cost is $25 for 3 months, $40 for 6 
months, $60 per year, .20/word for 
listings over 20 words. We reserve 
the right to edit  for content, spelling 
and grammar.

FREE, FREE!
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Builders & 
Suppliers

TEN TALENTS - RANDY RICH-
LAND, GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Over 25 years of experience, cre-
ativity and excellence in the building 
trades. Call me for  custom carpentry 
• repairs or remodeling • licensed 
electrical work • major appliance 
service and mechanical repairs/
installation • building evaluation /
consultations • historic preservation. 
434-5221. Fully insured. [01/19]

Excavating / 
Mowing

BILL ATWOOD EXCAVATING LLC 
& Forestry Access Work, 244-7495 
Bolton VT [5/19]

DRIVEWAY/DITCHING REPAIRS 
Light Excavating and Hauling. Call 
Pete at 434-2931. [6/19]

Beef

GRASS FED BEEF Our freezers 
are full of many cuts of Black Angus 
Grass-fed beef. Roasts, Steaks, 
Ground, Stew beef and more. See us 
at moultroupvalleyfarm.com or con-
tact Jeff or Debbie at 434-3720. [9/19] 

Photography

MARY CLAIRE CARROLL PHO-
TOGRAPHY I love taking photo-
graphic portraits that transform the 
way you see yourself. Call me for 
individual,family, business,or high 
school senior portraits. www.car-
rollphotos.com 434-2312

PENNIE RAND PHOTOGRAPHY 
Outdoor portraits (family, indi-
vidual, children), Weddings, Special 
Events, Sporting Events, Art Proj-
ects. 434-6047

Pizza

Cleaning

Sewing

LILA JOHNSON Alterations, repairs, 
zippers, men's suits a specialty. 382-
7096, 850 Texas Hill Circle, Hunting-
ton. [08/20]   

Automotive

Equipment Repair

TREETOP EQUIPMENT REPAIR. 
Husqvarna sales and service. 
Tractor and equipment repair. 434-
6134, 598-8375 cell. [10/19]

Advertise with us in the 
Service Directory!

Contact Meg Howard at 
advertising@timesinkvt.org 

Your ad. 
This page. 

$25. 
3 mos minimum / prepaid

1.375” high x 3.25” wide
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Your ad. 
This page. 

$25. 
3 mos minimum / prepaid
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Classified

	 802-651-9374 • www.BetterLivingAudiology.com
54 W Twin Oaks Terr, Ste 10, So Burlington, VT 05403

136-A Creek Rd. Middlebury, VT 05753 
Julie Bier, AuD.
Corey Gibeault, AuD.

Buying or Selling a Home?
“Susan was fabulous. She was very helpful 
walking us through the process of putting in an 
offer and negotiating the price. She was kind and 
thorough. Loved her.” ~Margaret

Hinesburg

Susan Gulrajani, REALTOR®
(802) 846-9577 

SusanG@HickokandBoardman.com
MyHomeInVermont.com

Advertise with us in the 
Service Directory!

Contact Meg Howard at 
advertising@timesinkvt.org 

Your ad. 
This page. 

$25. 
3 mos minimum / prepaid

1.375” high x 3.25” wide

..Is there something you are looking 
for? Here's your chance! For 10 words 
or less you can try for your FREE item 
in this column. Include a phone number. 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME...Do you 
have something that you just don't 
need, but don't want to throw away? 
For 10 words or less you can put your 
FREE item in this column. Include a 
phone number. 
THE GUIDELINES:
1. Limit to two listings per household 
per year.
2. We reserve the right to reject re-
quests that are too weird. (Subjective 
and editor's prerogative).
3. Use classified form below and 
indicate FREE, FREE FREE! 

Creative		 Writing
Student Writing from Aimee Motta's 
Class 1/2 at Brewster-Pierce School

The Corn Maze
by Ophelia Stone
Hi guys! I went to a corn maze with my best friend. It was really 
fun. We went in circles. Lots and lots of circles. I was really tired. 
And then we took the easier way. It was so much easier than the 
other path. And then we got to the end and played golf for a half 
hour. Then the rest of the family came out of the corn maze and 
we went home!

Fun Days
by Kaydin Ellis
One day I was getting ready to go to New Hampshire. We got 
there at 6:30pm. The next day we went to the seafood festival. I 
was so excited. I got the best scorpion box, and then we went to 
the cornhole festival. Then we went to the beach and I collected 
lots of shells. 

The next day I played on the beach again and then we went home 
and I played my video game. 

Then I went to school. It was the best day of my life. I had so much 
fun. I had P.E., music and then I went home.

The Day of the Girls Snow
by Layla Poland
Today I played with my friend Luke. I almost finished a snowman 
with Luke. Then it was line up time. It was fun. Then we went 
inside. I was happy. I liked my day.

The River Story
by Lowell Marchelewicz
One day I went to the Huntington River. My class was throwing 
rocks and some were smacking rocks. I invented a puzzle muzzle. 
That is a rock that is a cracked rock. The rock is crushed in a special 
way. The sun was shining. The water was clear and the birds were 
chirping. My friend Ethan’s teacher said, “You can crash rocks 
over here,” so we moved. I found the perfect rock to smash another 
rock. I found a crystal! I kept the crystal.

The Celebration
by Cooper Strite
We had an all school celebration. It was fun. It was a drawing 
celebration. We drew for twenty minutes. The celebration was at 
all school morning meeting. I colored an army force man. I colored 
him rainbow even though an army force man isn’t rainbow. PS 
This book is nonfiction.

The Sled Day
by Fernie Poynter
It is Christmas today. “Abby, Michael, let’s go sledding. Let’s go 
on that jump.”

“Ooof,” I said. I slid on the ground. We giggled for a while. “Let’s 
go again together,” we said. “That was so much fun. That was 
such an adventure. I hope we can do it again next year as well.”

It is fun to be back in Minnesota again!
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explained. Occasionally music may also be 
offered in the evenings. And to take advantage 
of our beautiful Vermont summers, there will 
be an ample outdoor seating area. “We won’t 
be competing with Hatchet because our goal 
is to be all the things we weren’t able to be at 
Hatchet.  We know people love to eat outside in 
the summer and we have been wanting to make 
that option available. We also know people want 
more than burgers and some of the traditional 
comfort foods we offer.  We thought Mexican 
food would provide a good new option.  It of-
fers creative menu choices, the price point is 
reasonable and it’s fun to cook,” Firman told 
the Beat. Future plans also include moving 
the creemee stand from Hatchet to the new 
restaurant across the street so that it can have 
a larger space designated exclusively to their 
creemee program.  Eventually “ water ice,"a 
vegan gluten-free Italian delicacy will also be 

offered. Having a dedicated space will allow 
the staff to get really creative with flavors…
think key lime creemees with salted graham 
cracker crumble. The new facility also makes it 
possible to offer some private event space that 
will be available to rent for parties. This space 
can be used on occasion for overflow seating 
or as a comfortable space for patrons to enjoy a 
drink while waiting for a table on a busy night. 
A take-out menu will also be made available as 
well as on-line ordering.

The renovation project is deep underway. Ex-
pect the creemee stand and lunch and dinner 
service to begin this summer. Breakfast service 
will be phased in later and should begin in early 
September. Presently, Hatchet has a strong staff 
of about 20 people and it’s anticipated that an-
other 20 will be needed for the new restaurant. 
While a number of possible names have been 
discussed for this new dining option, as of press 
time no official name has been set yet. 

Firman and his team hope that Richmond can 
again become the culinary destination that it was 
a few years ago. “We have some great long-time 
establishments like the Kitchen Table and Papa 
McKees and in the last few years we’ve started 
to see a number of new eating establishments 
that are bringing a new vitality to Richmond.  
We are proud and honored to be a part of this 
Renaissance.” 

Community comments are most appreci-
ated and, in fact, was key to the evolution of 
Hatchet’s offerings. The team can be reached 
at hello@hatchetvermont.com. 

The crew working on the construction/renovation project on Bridge Street. In the front row are Gabriel 
Firman and Lars Whitman. Photo: Shem Roose Imagery.

Diner by Day, Tacos by Night

The Richmond food scene is happily be-
ginning to pick up again. Along with the 
recent welcome of Stone’s Throw Pizza 

located by Volunteer Green, we can now look 
forward to another unique dining facility in 
the former Toscano Building sometime this 
summer. Occupancy of the building has been 
a long time coming. Gabriel Firman, owner of 
Hatchet, was actually one of the first people to 
look at the building as a possible new restaurant 
more than three years ago but the timing was 
not good. At that point in time, Firman and 
his team were still putting all their efforts into 
developing Hatchet. As Firman explained, “We 
had to get things right with Hatchet before we 
could embark on something new. There was a 
lot of trial and error in coming up with the right 
staffing and best menu but the community stuck 

with us giving their feedback and support all 
along the way. I’m so grateful for everyone’s 
patience and loyalty.”  

Finally the time was right to go forward with 
a new idea. Firman decided to team up with 
local craftsman and ski maker, Lars Whitman, 
of Silo Skis, to bring the building back to life. 
Fortunately, both men have backgrounds in 
construction and renovation projects. Firman 
and Whitman are in the process of overseeing 
an extensive renovation which has included 
rebuilding the building from inside out includ-
ing all electrical and plumbing. The only thing 
remaining of the original structure is the foun-
dation, the siding and the 150-year old framing 
which needed an overhaul. Plans also include 
using the upstairs to create some apartment 
rental units.

Now driving down Bridge Street you may 
see a flurry of activity around the building as 
renovation work is well underway. Birdseye, 
a local architectural firm, is helping out with 
design and layout for the project. They also 
helped with the Hatchet project. There will be 
a 45-seat diner style restaurant which will serve 
breakfast, lunch and dinner.  According to Fir-
man, there has been a lot of vocal demand for 
a classic breakfast spot where people can get 
traditional breakfast fare at a reasonable price.  
But surprise….once the breakfast rush is done, 
the restaurant will gear up for, lunch and dinner 
with an authentic Mexican style menu with an 
emphasis on tacos. “ Our goal is to give people 
what they want and from the community input 
we’ve received, that is a classic breakfast es-
tablishment and more dining options.” Firman 

Business Beat
by Gina Haddock 

Drs. Virginia Clarke, 
Daniel Hament & Cori Weiner 

434-4935
233 East Main Street

Richmond
rah@gmavt.net
Please call for an 

Appointment
Monday-Saturday

richmondanimalhospitalvt.com

Subscribe & Support
The Times ink!

The cost of distributing The Times ink to every household 
and post office box in the Towns of Richmond & 

Huntington is $15 per year per mailbox.

We are fortunate to have the income from many loyal 
advertisers, which pays our bills. The size of the paper 

each month is determined by the number of advertisers, 
although there is usually much more copy than the ads 

can support each month. 

Your donation of the cost of the free subscription you 
receive will help offset costs of producing our community 
newspaper and help keep us financially strong as we look 

to increase the number of pages. 

The Times Ink is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible.

Please make a check payable to 
The Times Ink! PO Box 532, Richmond, VT 05477. 

 Hollywood in
Vermont?

Join Amanda Kay Gustin of
Vermont's Historical Society
for movie clips from 1919 to

2005 and fun insights into our
little state's history in

Hollywood's big spotlight. 

A Vermont Humanities Council Program
hosted by your... 

Sign up for our weekly email newsletter to see all
activities and events! www.cscvt.org

GIVE BLOOD

Richmond Blood Drawing 
on  February 12
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by Demaris Tisdale 

The Rest of the Story
“Representation of the world, like the world itself, 
is the work of men; they describe it from their 
own point of view, which they confuse with the 
absolute truth.”

—Simone de Beauvoir

Loraine wanted to be a doctor. At the time of 
her birth in 1914, there were few opportuni-
ties for women to enter the male-dominated 

profession.

Growing up on a chicken farm in rural Rhode Is-
land, Loraine would tell how she had two dresses 
in high school, both made by her seamstress 
mother. After graduating from a teaching college, 
she entered nursing school, viewing this as a path 
to becoming a physician. 

While in school in Boston, Loraine met Richard, 
a sailor in the Navy. He courted her for five years, 
finally convincing her to marry him. They had 
two children, and Loraine was able to work in 
her chosen career by doing private duty nursing 
at nights. This enabled her to be home when her 
kids returned from school.

When the daughter was a teenager Loraine told her, 
“There are two professions for a woman: nursing 
and teaching because wherever your husband gets 
a job you’ll be able to find work.” 

This was somewhat surprising given Loraine’s 
early aspirations. But society has strong norms 
and so this ambitious woman abandoned her career 
goals and allowed herself to be convinced that her 
career was secondary to her husband’s.

We must acknowledge that it’s complicated, be-
cause women are, in fact, the ones who get preg-
nant, deliver the baby, and nurse the infant. And I 
am a strong supporter of parents being the primary 
ones to raise their own children. But our society 
has become complex. Many families now need 
two incomes to support a decent lifestyle, even 
if a huge chunk of the money goes to childcare.

Having acknowledged these facts, we are left 
facing what appears to be a world full of bias 
and discrimination. Although many words in our 
society have evolved and are currently understood 
as gender neutral, such as doctor, lawyer and 
professor, all of these originated as male terms. 
And English continues to evolve. It is now com-
mon to refer to firefighters, not firemen, and we 
don‘t say “female lawyer.” In fact, statistically, 
women are outnumbering men in medical school 
and law school. 

But major problems remain. Inequities in oppor-
tunities disproportionately affect women.

In her recent text, Invisible Women: Data Bias in 
a World for Men, Caroline Criado Perez explores 
how data continues to be based on studies of men. 
For example, studies of heart attacks typically 
involve men, even though, as Perez notes “car-
diovascular disease has been the leading cause 
of death in US women” since 1989, and women 
more often die. 

Perez has gathered a lot of information and pro-
vides extensive documentation. 

Incidentally, Loraine’s daughter ignored her 
mother’s advice and chose the third female profes-
sion - social work.

All Things Human

were filled with older parishioners and seniors 
from the area. Asking where the kitchen was, 
I was instead invited to find a seat as they 
would be serving soon. “No, I’m here to help,” 
I said. We were immediately welcomed into 
the cheerful clatter of the busy place and put 
to work.

Later, I was back out in the hall to clear the 
empty plates before dessert was served. “Hey, 
sit down. There’s room for you right here,” and 
“Someone else should do that. Come and join 
us. The food is delicious,” met me at each table. 
Then the worst cut of all: one of the teenage 
servers gently took me by the arm saying, 
“Excuse me, sir, why don’t you put that stuff 
down? I’m here to serve you. Can I assist you 
in finding your seat?”

Assist me in finding a seat? How old do I look? 
After extricating myself from his kindly grip, 
I bee-lined it to the bathroom for a long and 
serious exploration of my face.

There were numerous visits to mirrors over the 
next several days -- a quick, passing glance to 
catch myself off guard or a long, solitary study 
when no one was looking -- all to assess the 
aging evidence. The thought kept coming back, 
“Just how old do I really look?”

Not that there hadn’t been hints: greying hair, 
lizard eyelids, sagging neck, getting shorter. And 
I haven’t been carded when buying alcohol this 
century, even when standing beside a big sign 
declaring they carded everyone. No one asks 
about the senior discount anymore; they just 
give it. In crowded venues, someone always 
offers me a seat. Everyone “sirs” me. Whenever 
I speak at a senior center, someone invites me 
to join. You’d think I’d catch a clue.
(Former Richmond resident Scott Funk  lives, works, 
and writes (and gardens) in central Vermont. His 
Boomer Funk columns are available at www.Ver-
montFunk.com, as are his blogs and archived Aging 
in Place columns. )

Submitted by Scott Funk

Lookin’ Old

There’s being old and then there’s looking 
old. One you eventually figure out for 
yourself. The other, people have to tell 

you about, because you just can’t see it, if you 
are a man.

Most men have a pretty low bar for feeling 
good about their appearance. Our expectations 
influence what the mirror reflects. Wrinkles that 
might concern a woman, a man sees as character 
lines or an attractive ruggedness. We don’t need 
compliments, because we’ve already paid them 
to ourselves.

This is why it can come as a surprise when 
someone else sees us as older than we are 
prepared for. Like when the pharmacist 
cheerfully offers the senior discount, but we 
don’t feel old enough yet. Or a young person 
offers to lift our carry-on into the overhead 
storage on a plane. These are unexpected, as we 
believe we look as young as we feel, rather than 
the age that we are. Over Thanksgiving this was 
demonstrated dramatically enough to leave me 
reeling from the shock of its revelation.

My lovely wife and I volunteered to help 
at the Thanksgiving dinner given by a local 
church. Arriving, we found the hall beautifully 
decorated for the holiday. The seats at the tables 
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