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‘" pair of mourning doves in the hemlock in the side yard.
Photo, courtesy of John Hadden.

Skate the Pond

New Year's Eve Celebration of Roots to benefit the Richmond Historical
Society's Old Round Church fund. Article, page 3. Photo courtesy Folknight Great ice conditions were reported on Gillett Pond in early December. The shallow pond freezes and thaws quickly, so have your
Richmond. skates ready, keep an eye on the thermometer and join in! Photo: Brad Elliott.
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Write to Us!

Letters on local topics are encouraged. Please submit to
news@timesinkvt.org . All submissions must have a signature
and phone number for verification. Letters with an inflam-
matory tone, or prose likely to incite high blood pressure in
some of the readers, will be reviewed and evaluated by THE
Tives INk! Board of Directors before printing.

The Tiﬁﬂes Ink!
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PO Box 532 e Richmond, Vermont 05477
news@timesinkvt.org

The Times Ink! is published monthly by The Richmond Times,
Inc., a non-profit educational corporation. It is wholly sup-
ported by paid advertising and subscriptions. It is mailed free
to all 3075 post office boxes and households of Richmond &
Huntington, and the Bolton Access Road.

Heidi Racht, Editor, 434-2690
news@timesinkvt.org

Meg Howard, Advertising
advertising@timesinkvt.org

Gina Haddock, Business Editor
434-2210 e lifetypes@gmavt.net

e LJ Kopf, Cartoon

Meg Howard, Distribution
Reporters: Diane Wester, Barrett Grimm, Greg Elias

Regular Columns: Demaris Tisdale, Peggy Curtis, Diane
Reynolds

Photographers: Jared Katz, Pennie Rand, Heidi Racht,
Robert Low, Gina Hallock, Bill Haddock

Contributors: Jane Vossler, Bob Low, Brad Elliott, Scott Funk,
Jared Katz, Katelyn B. Macrae, Patty Baumann, Brenda
Waters, Mary Keller-Butler

Board of Directors: Rebecca Ryan, Paula Kelley,
Heidi Racht (treasurer/secretary), Diane Wester.
Elected December 5, 2019. 1 position open for 2020.

Next Issue/Deadline: January 9
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| Do you live outside Richmond or Huntington?
| Do you want to keep up with The Times?
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¢ The Richmond Times, Inc is not responsible beyond the cost of advertis-
ing purchased for any typographical errors which may occur.

e Letters to the Editor must be signed upon submission. Letters do not
reflect the views of THe Times and are solely the opinions of the individual
writers.

e Submissions can be made electronically or to our PO Box.

o All political ads and ads intending to influence polling decisions must
be accompanied by the name of the person responsible for managing the
campaign's funds and the telephone number of a local contact person.

e All photographs, original artwork and feature stories are copy-righted
and may not be reproduced without the permission of the originator or
the editor.

¢ All photographs, original artwork and computer disks will be returned
at some point. Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for
non electronic submissions.

Christmas Day Meals

In collaboration with Age Well, Burlington School Food Project,
Michelle Charron, Elks Lodge, Penny Cluse Café, and Temple Sinai
and many others, HANDS (Helping and Nurturing Diverse Seniors)
is helping to provide both a delivered hot meal and a sitdown dinner
on Christmas Day. HANDS anticipates providing at least 700 meals
and giftbags this year.

Dinner will be held on Christmas Day from noon to 3 pm at the Elks
Lodge, 925 North Avenue in Burlington. The event is free and open
to the public, all ages are welcome. “There will be a special gathering
at 1 pm for seniors, complete with live music by Roni Lesage and a
really fun raffle,” explained Elks organizer Michelle Charron. Adults
50 years or older needing transportation can call 864-7528 or email
handsvt@gmail.com.

To reserve a free hot meal (ham dinner or vegetarian lasagna) de-
livered to a senior’s home, 50 years and older, on Christmas Day in
Chittenden County, call Age Well at 865-0360 from December 2-19.
After December 19, call 864-7528 or email handsvt@gmail .com.

Special thanks to Age Well, Burlington School Food Project, Michelle
Charron, Elks Club, HANDS, Penny Cluse Café, Temple Sinai, and
so many generous people and businesses who contribute to this
community effort. For more information or to donate, please check
www.handsvt.org.

—Megan Humphrey, Executive Director of HANDS

Holiday Boxes

Huntington Holiday Box Coordinators Heidi Racht, Sandy Heyman
and Lucinda Hill in 2018. This is the only photo of the team, which
worked together for many years, heading up this annual community
project. Lucinda Hill died unexpectedly in 2019.

The delivery of the Huntington Holiday Food Boxes will be on De-
cember 21. If you received one last year, you are on this year's list.
The boxes will be delivered late morning and it would be great if
someone was home to take them in and put the food away as winter
weather is unpredictable.

This annual project, which began with the Huntington Volunteer Fire
Department, was taken over by an interested community member in the
1990s when it needed a new organizer. It has grown from canned goods
and other nonperishable food to include fresh fruit and vegetables,
meat, cheese, gift certificates for food at local stores, coffee, choco-
late - all donated or purchased with money donated by community
members and businesses. Almost 50 volunteers work on the boxes.
We so are happy to have this seasonal effort receive generous support,
which is so representative of our community.

—Heidi Racht, Huntington

Search $94 Million of Unclaimed
Property Before the New Year

The Vermont State Treasurer’s Office has a record $94.5 million
in unclaimed property and Vermont Treasurer Beth Pearce wants to
return it to Vermonters. In the one-month span from November 10 to
December 10, 2019, the Treasurer’s Office returned $413,455.60 to
1,966 claimants. With the holiday season underway, Vermonters can
easily search the State unclaimed property database to claim their
funds for holiday shopping, charitable giving, or to save for goals
in the new year.

“Last year, we returned $6 million of unclaimed funds to citizens,
businesses, and nonprofits,” said State Treasurer Beth Pearce. “In
the last month, we’ve paid out more than $400,000 in claims, put-
ting money in many Vermonters pockets as we enter the holiday and
charitable giving season. We want to make sure you doublecheck our
databases to see if you have unclaimed property.”

The Treasurer’s Office’s unclaimed property program is a consumer
protection initiative to benefit all citizens. No commissions or fees
are charged through this free service. Vermonters can easily search
the State unclaimed property database by visiting MissingMoney.
Vermont.gov or by calling 1-800-642-3191.

“Unclaimed property” describes assets like uncashed checks, lost
valuables, forgotten security deposits, misplaced insurance policies,
investments or estates. The contents of abandoned safe deposit boxes
are also held in the Treasurer’s Office unclaimed property vault. There
are 530,000 individual properties waiting to be claimed.

With over $94 million waiting to be claimed, Vermonters should be
aware of for-profit enterprises that claim they will locate and recover
lost property for a fee. Treasurer Pearce encourages all Vermonters to
check the State’s unclaimed property database, which is free, before
accepting services from other entities.

Call to Artists

The Climate Crisis: A community art exhibit to draw atten-
tion to the reality of the climate crisis will be shown at the
Richmond Public Library and Richmond Town Center for the
month of April 2020.

What is climate change? What are greenhouse gases? What
are the results and outcomes of global warming? What can
we do to reverse or slow this phenomenon? Art to express,
communicate and illustrate; feelings, emotions, concerns and
ideas. Sponsored by the Richmond Climate Action Committee
and Radiate Art Space.

If space is limited, priority is given to local participants and
to to those who registered earliest. If space allows, artists may
exhibit more than one piece. Most work must be two dimen-
sional or in low relief (to hang on wall). There will be some
room for 3D work. For possibilities and limitations on 3D work
contact Judy Bush.

Register your interest at judybbush@gmail.com. Include your
name, contact info, town, and (when it becomes possible)
size and brief description of work. Artists must support their
work citing a source for their inspiration (quote, news article,
magazine, book, etc.) Artists may accompany their work with
a short paragraph or statement.

If you think you are not an artist but want to make a statement,

or if you like to work with a group,
or if you need a space to work,
or if you need help finding materials or tools,

Then join a free workshop with local artists at Radiate Art
Space, materials are provided. There is no cost for the work-
shops but you will need to register to reserve your space.

Foot Clinics for Seniors

The 2019-2020 Richmond Foot Clinics for Seniors continues
on the following dates:

January 7, February 18 , March 31, May 12, June 23

Bring a towel and enter through the back door of the Richmond
Rescue building. The clinic is sponsored by UVM Medical
Center. More information can be obtained at singersallydan@
yahoo com.

Don't wait to make an appointment or get on the waiting list.
Call for an appointment: Sally Singer (434-3480).
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5. News of community events

Packages Tied
Up with String

The Times Ink is an annual gift to the community.

And, it is brought to you by a number of people in
Huntington and Richmond, who believe in working for
a better local community, independent news and the public's
right to know. Knowledge is power and this publication gives
you the chance to have knowledge.

Please take some time to read the annual appeal insert and make a donation to enable
us to continue the goals set back when the paper was created:

1. Affordable advertising for local businesses and organizations

2. Free delivery to over 3000 mailboxes in Richmond, Huntington, Jonesville and parts
of Bolton (delivered through the Richmond PO)

3. Independent reports on major Board meetings

4. Fun community features, photos, highlights

Newspaper

Folknight Richmond

A New Year's Eve Celebration of Roots

Update

Onnew Year's Eve, Vermont's own roots power
trio, Pete's Posse, is the host band, and they'll
be sharing the stage with a superb lineup
of musicians including Spintuition (Young
TraditionVermont grads) and Dana and Sue
Robinson. The evening will once again feature
Patti Casey and Tom MacKenzie (aka Shady
Rill).

Folknight Richmond will be held Tuesday,
December 31, at 7 pm, in the sanctuary of
Richmond Congregational Church on Church
Street in Richmond. Doors open at 6:30. $20
suggested donation, with proceeds benefitting
the Richmond Historical Society's Old Round
Church fund.

The venue is handicapped accessible. For
information:folknightrichmond @ gmail.com or
marie.claire.whiteford@gmail.com

on Richmond's

Dugway Road Closure

On November 7, 2019 the Town or Richmond
issued a press release with information that
Dugway Road suffered a partial collapse due
to the rain event that occurred on October 31 —
November 1,2019. At that time, the Town had
indicated that the road would be closed for at
least two months. The Town is now adjusting
that estimate and does not expect repairs to
begin until Spring of 2020. With winter settling
in, it may not be feasible to start repairs until the
snow has melted in the spring. The sub-freezing
temperatures and snow in the winter would
make construction slower and more costly.

The washout took out approximately 60’ x 10’ of
the northeast bound lane. This occurred at about
the center point of the road, approximately 1.5

miles from either end, near the Huntington
Gorge. There is a vertical drop from the
roadway to the gorge of about 60 feet. Residents
are cautioned to avoid this area of the road as
the site is unstable and more of the roadway
may continue to fail at this location.

The last address that can be accessed from the
Cochran Road end (northeast) is 1500 Dugway
Road.

The last address that can be accessed from
the Huntington Road end (southwest) is 1734
Dugway Road.

Use the Huntington Road end to access both
Oldfield Lane and the Aldrich Christmas Tree
Farm.
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Support our local businesses!
Buy our products at Beaudrys,
Richmond Market and Lantmans.
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Come check out our
selection of

local brews & wines
and homemade
baked goods

& desserts.

434-2564
Proudly owned by Linda Pecor Since 1978

Located in the Lower Village of Huntington
Home of the Hungry Belly Deli
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| RSN Schedule
| January 9 deadline  January 23 issue |
| Town Meeting Preview |
I February 6 deadline  February 20 issue |
I March 12 deadline March 26 issue I
| April 9 deadline April 23 issue |
| May 7 deadline May 21 issue |
| June 11 deadline June 26 issue |
| July 23 deadline August 6 issue |
| September 5 deadline September 19 issue |
| October 8 deadline October 23 issue |
| Holiday Issues l
[ November 5 deadline November 19 issue [
[ December 3 deadline December 17 issue I
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Come join these activities
this Winter:

No computer? Call 434-3220
for more information.

Get out of )

the House!

Play Reading
Cribbage
Bridge
Mah Jong
Coffee Time
Genealogy
Art Exercise
Needle Crafting
French Conversation
And More

Community
Senior Center

Go to www.cscvt.org for
weekly schedule of activities. /

GIVEBLOOD TODAY

American
Red Cross

oLy

BMO
(CHMO
ANIMAL

HOSPITAL

434-4935
East Main Street
Richmond

Please call for an
Appointment
Monday-Saturday

Drs. Virginia Clarke,
Daniel Hament & Cori Weiner

May this Holiday

fill your heart
with warmth, love
and good cheer.

Richmond Home Supply
99 Railroad Street ® Richmond

434-2887

BEMIND EVERY PROJECT IS A

MON-FRI 7-5:30 - SAT 8-4:30 - SUN 8:30-1:30

Huntington

Public Library

www.huntingtonlibraryvt.org

There will be no Movie Night in January.

Please note that the Library will be closed on
December 24,25 and 31 and January 1 and 20.

he Friends of Huntington Public Library
are excited to announce this year’s An-

nual Appeal. Look for their brochure in
this month’s issue of the Times INk or pick
one up at the Library. The Annual Appeal is
the Friends’ most important fundraiser. Please
donate as generously as you can to support our
town library and all of its many programs. All
gifts are most appreciated.

Geneology Group Mondays at 1 pm with
Martha Nye. Would you like to learn more about
your ancestry? Join us! Starting December 16
Martha will be leading us through the process
of discovering our roots.

Concerned About Climate Change? Nature
Wants to Help Some see concern about nature
as a distraction from the important work of
addressing climate change when, in fact, it's
central.

Vermont environmental journalist and author,
Judith Schwartz, will speak at the Library on
Sunday, January 5, at 4:30 pm.

Judith will enlighten her audience regarding
the interdependence and importance of earth's
bio-systems (ie: carbon/soil, soil/climate,
water/climate), with particular attention to the
relationship among forests, water and cooling
the climate. Her two books: Cows SAVE THE
PLANET and WATER IN PLAIN SIGHT are available
at the Library. To learn more about Judith,
please see her website: judithdschwartz.com.

Light refreshments will be served. The Library
is a Zero Waste Venue ~ please BYO cups
and napkins.This program is sponsored by the
Huntington Public Library and the Huntington
Conservation Commission. It is made possible
by a generous grant from the Eddy Foundation
(theeddy.org), with special thanks to Huntington
resident Jennifer Esser.

Planet Huntington Kicks Off On Sunday,
January 19, at 5:30 pm, join Mark Lubkowitz
and his son Jax, who will have us on the edge of
our seats with THREE Guys AND A GRrizzLy: TALES
FRoM BIKING THE Tour Divipe! More details to
follow on both shows later this winter.

Annual Baby Brunch Save the date! Sunday,
January 26,2020, 11 am to 1 pm. The Annual
Baby Brunch welcomes the newest residents
of Huntington - born in 2019. In honor of each
new baby, a new picture book with a Baby
Book Dedication bookplate will have the child's
name and birthday will be added to the Library's
collection. A healthy and delicious brunch will
be held for families. Invitations will be sent
to all those born in 2019 and should arrive in
mailboxes in early to mid-January.

Farming (and Gardening) on the Wild Side
Join our community and neighbors on Sunday,
February 2 ,at 4:30 pm, at the Huntington Public
Library for an inspiring presentation given by
ecologists, farmers and authors Nancy and
John Hayden.

The Haydens will speak about the evolution
of The Farm Between in Jeffersonville over a
period of 28 years from a conventional dairy to
a regenerative organic fruit farm and nursery.

Nancy and John will share information on how
you can add pollinator and bird habitat, manage
pests, soak up and use carbon for soil fertility,

HOURS:
Mon 10-6
Tues & Thurs 12-5
Fri 10-5 » Sun 12-5
434-4583

hpl@gmavt.net

improve water quality, and enjoy the fruits of
your labor from whatever size parcel of land
that you steward.

Their newly published book, FARMING ON THE
WILD SIDE — THE EVOLUTION OF A REGENERATIVE
OracaNic FarM AND NURSERY is available at
the Library. To learn more about these gentle
regenerative farmers see: thefarmbetween.com.
Light refreshments will be served. The Library
is a Zero Waste Venue ~ please BYO cups and
napkins.

This program is sponsored by the Huntington
Public Library and the Huntington Conservation
Commission. It is made possible by a generous
grant from the Eddy Foundation, theeddy.org
with special thanks to Huntington resident
Jennifer Esser.

Special Thanks to Tim and Linda Jones who
in honor of his beloved parents, Hilton and
Lorraine Jones has donated three years of
CoNsuMER REPORTS ONLINE!

New Adult Fiction THis TENDER LaND by
William Kent Krueger; UNDERLAND — A DEEP
TimE JourNEY by Robert MacFarland; Juror #3
and Criss Cross by James Patterson; Day oF
THE DEAD and SunDAY SiLENCE by Nicci French;
MurpERr IN THE BLoob by Anne Cleeland; Now
You Skt Them by Elly Griffiths; A Lire oF My
Own by ClaireTomalin.

Adult Non-Fiction Woops WHYs — AN
EXPLORATION OF FORESTS AND FORESTRY; ONE
SHoT — TREES AS OUR LAST CHANCE FOR SUVIVAL
by John Leary; Hanps Orr My Foop by Dr.
Sina McCullough.

Adult DVD ATt ETERNITY'S GATE.

Picture Books Tue CRAYON'S BOOK OF NUMBERS,
THE CrAYON'Ss Book oF CoLoORS and THE CRAYONS
CaMmE Home by Drew Daywalt; LisTEN by
Holly McGhee; RescUE AND JEssica — A Lire-
CHANGING FriEnDsHIP by Jessica Kensky; Just
Ask by Sonia Sotomayor; THE SCARECROW
by Beth Ferry; How I Mer My MonsTER by
Amanda Noll.

Junior Graphic Novels MINECRAFT — GUIDE TO
OcEAN SurVIVAL; PosiTiveLy Izzy by Terri Liben.

Art Exhibit Enjoy the colorful and peaceful
watercolors by Huntington resident Deanna
Allgaier in our gallery.

Online Services VOL (Vermont Online Li-
brary) is available to all Huntington residents
with a valid library card. This service offers a
wide array of electronic information databases
on a wide variety of topics for all ages and inter-
ests. Use the password “student” for the GALE
database and for the HERITAGE databases your
password is the barcode on your library card
(homecard). Call or email for further assistance.

ListenUpVermont and Libby Ebooks and
audiobooks are available online for your device
with your library card at www listenupvermont.
org or meet.libbyapp.com Thousands of digital
titles are supported through this website. All
you need is a valid Huntington Library card
and your password. Ask a librarian if you have
any questions.

Goodsearch and GoodShop As the holidays
and shopping approaches, please consider
shopping through GoodShop.com to both search
and shop online. Each search is a penny and
selected companies donate money for purchases
through the site. Thank you!
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The Library will be closed on the following
dates: December 24, 25, 31 and January 1. We
will be closing early, at 4:30 pm, on Monday,
December 23. Happy Holidays!

he next time you’re at the Library you
might notice a new face behind the desk.

We’re very happy to welcome our new
Library Assistant, Anne Marie Andriola, coming
to us from Charlotte. Anne Marie is taking the
position held by Vicki Zimmer who moved
out of state.

The Traveling Storytellers Puppet Show
During this free, interactive holiday puppet
show children become a part of the story not
mere observers. Holiday cheer comes alive in
two puppet shows, A Wish to Be a Christmas
Tree by Colleen Monroe and the traditional tale
of The Gingerbread Boy. Songs and a craft will
make this a fun morning program for young
children and their adults. Join us on Saturday,
December 21, at 10:30 am.

Misaligned Policies Professor Teresa Mares
will discuss her recently published book, Lire
ON THE OTHER BORDER: FARM WORKERS AND FOOD
JusTICE IN VERMONT. In the joint Vermont Public
Radio and Vermont Public Television rural
survey project, 72% of respondents considered
dairy farms to be extremely important to
Vermont’s sense of itself. Migrant workers
are the backbone of this and other agricultural
sectors, yet they face food insecurity and other
vulnerabilities. Professor Mares points out the
misaligned agriculture and immigration policies
impacting our food system today. Wednesday,
January 22, at 4:30 pm.

Vermont's Natural Communities Authors
Liz Thompson, Eric Sorenson, and Bob Zaino
will present a fascinating slideshow about
Vermont's natural communities in celebration
of the new edition of their book, WETLAND,
‘WooDpLAND, WILDLAND: A GUIDE TO THE NATURAL
CoMMUNITIES OF VERMONT. Books will be
for sale, and the authors will be available to
sign them. Liz Thompson is Director of
Conservation Science at Vermont Land Trust;
Eric Sorenson is Natural Community Ecologist
for Vermont Fish and Wildlife; and Bob Zaino
is State Lands Ecologist for Vermont Fish and
Wildlife. Join us on Wednesday, January 29,
at 4:30 pm.

Mostly Fiction Book Group A PIECE OF THE
WorLp by Christina Baker Kline. To Olson,
the entire world is her family farm in the small
coastal town of Cushing, Maine. The only
daughter in a family of sons, she is tied to her
home by health and circumstance, and seems
destined for a small life. Instead, she becomes
Andrew Wyeth’s first great inspiration, and the
subject of one of the best-known paintings of the
twentieth century, Christina’s World. Tuesday,
January 14, 6 pm.

Mystery Book Group AN UNKINDNESS OF
Ravens by Ruth Rendell. (Inspector Wexford
#13) For London’s Chief Inspector Reg
Wexford, it wasn’t an official call. He was just
being neighborly when he agreed to talk to Joy
Williams about her missing husband, Rodney.
Apparently, he went to Ipswich on business and
never came home. Wexford has an idea what
happened: He most likely ran off with one of
his girlfriends. Or did he? Thursday, January
16,7 pm

Free Coffee and Tea Warm yourself with a
hot cup of coffee or tea during the cold winter
season. The beverage table is to the left of

Richmond
Free Library .55

www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org

Mon & Wed
10-8
Tues & Thurs
1-6
Fri10-6

rfl@gmavt.net

the circulation desk on the ground floor. Help
yourself and sip while you browse, read, work
or gather with friends.

LearningExpress Now available on our website
under the Online Services tab, LearningExpress
is a highly acclaimed eLearning platform that
provides support to students and professionals
for academic skill-building, tutorials,
occupational exploration, standardized test
prep, career certification test prep and more.
Patrons will create their own account where they
can keep track of modules explored.

November Art Show For the month of Decem-
ber we will be showing work Judy Bush has
created from paper pulp made from recycled
colored papers. For most of the work, the paper
is the painting. A few have printed (linocuts) on
the handmade paper.

Display Case Thread crochet snowflake
ornaments by Rebecca Mueller.

Seeking Artists and Collectors We are cur-
rently scheduling art shows for our walls and
display case in 2020. If you have framed pieces
(art, photography) and would like to schedule
a show, contact us to choose your month. No
professional experience is necessary, just a will-
ingness to share your talent. We’re also seeking
interesting collections for our foyer display
case. If you are a collector of Beanie Babies,
bird nests, little cars, old books or anything
else that would fit in our case that you would
be willing to share, we would love to hear from
you. Call or email the Library.

Fall Youth Programs Details about our
regularly scheduled programs appear below.
Weekly children’s programs at the Library
run September through May and follow the
MMUUSD schedule for vacation days and
weather closure days.

Baby Laptime This short, active storytime is
for our youngest little book lovers and their
grownups. We’ll look at picture books, sing
simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncing
and sometimes get out the shakers and scarves.
Designed for infants and early toddlers. Join us
on Mondays at 10:30 am.

Playgroup with Stories and Songs The good
times kick off with songs and shakers around
the colorful alphabet rug. Next up is storytime
and snacks (bring your own). Then, the toys
and art supplies come out for free play and
crafts. Co-sponsored by the Lund Center. Kids
from infant to age five and their caregivers are
invited to join us in the community room on
Wednesdays, 10 am - noon.

Preschool Storytime This special storytime is
for children ages 3 - 5. We will share picture
books, songs, and activities with a focus on the
six pre-reading skills that form a child’s early
literacy experience and help set them up for a
lifelong love of books and reading. Join us on
Fridays at 10:30 am.
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_Atrleticeet Llaedness
MASSAGE AND BODYWORK

Schedule your appointment
now at:
www.advancedwellnessvt.com
65 Huntington Road, Richmond
Ph: 318-1423

The
Crate

Escape

Hillview
Design

® Dayeare Collaborative

" Ledgieg Richmond,Vermont

@ Training

® Grooming Happu
I New Year!!
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hillviewdesign.com
architects & builders

crateescapevt.com
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DANCE STUDIO

Nutcracker
Tea Performances

December 21
Tea Buffet 12:30 + Show 1 pm
Tea Buffet 3:30 « Show 4 pm
Elley Long Center

Produced by Arabesque Etc Dance

Experience
the Land of Sweets

Tickets on Sale at Arabesque Etc Dance,
35 Main Street, Richmond, or at 383-8468
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Christmas
Eve Service
7 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME
TO ATTEND

% CEMMUNITY ™,
{ 4@ CHURCH..

L T L S

“A Place to Belong, to
Believe, to Become..."

HUNTINGTON CENTER

4910 Main Road, Huntington Center
www.communitychurchofhuntington.org

A

Happy Holiday Season to All

Many thanks to our Friends & Patients

[t is always a pleasure
to serve your dental needs.

From All of Us at Richmond Dental
Dr. Howard Novak, Diana, Michele, Carly, Cindy, Kristen, Caitlin

Bridge Street ®* Richmond ¢ 434-3700

HAPPY
LIGHaDAYS

AND A CREATIVE NEW YEAR!

R
radiale

Thanks for supporting our small non-profit this year!
When you attend our workshops or events, volunteer, or donate, you support our whole
community through the arts. Learn more at RadiateArtSpace.org/About

Shop Locally. Support
Our Advertisers.

Richmond Selectboard

Reported by Greg Elias

alk about roads drove the agenda during
the December 2 Richmond Selectboard

meeting.

Much of the session was consumed by a pre-
sentation about a project to replace the aging
water lines and the stormwater drainage system
running under Bridge Street. Work scheduled to
commence in April will clog Richmond’s main
commercial thoroughfare as workers excavate
the east side of the street.

Steve Palmer, project manager for Green Moun-
tain Engineering, explained how construction
will impact motorists and local business for
an estimated 75 days along a stretch of Bridge
Street running from the Route 2 intersection to
the railroad crossing.

While the work is underway, the road will be
narrowed, with barriers walling off the east side
of the street, Palmer said. Two-way traffic will
be maintained.

The project will create traffic congestion, dust
and noise, Palmer told the Selectboard, “all the
things people don’t like that you hear about.”

A secondary project, replacement of the water
line under the Bridge Street Bridge, will limit
travel there to a single lane, with a temporary
signal controlling alternating one-way traffic.
The bridge will be closed to pedestrians.

In an interview, Palmer noted that there may
be times when upper Bridge Street also will
be limited to one lane, but contractors will try
to keep those closures brief and limit them to
nights and weekends.

The project has long been included in the town’s
capital improvement plan. But when the state
offered a loan forgiveness program that would
rebate up to 50 percent of cost of the water line
replacement, town officials prioritized the work
to meet the program’s fall 2020 deadline.

In 2018, voters approved $400,000 to fund
the project. On November 5, voters by a lop-
sided 266-25 margin authorized an additional
$250,000 to cover increased costs for the effort.
Municipal money from a reserve fund will pay
for the stormwater work.

Palmer said most of the engineering has al-
ready been completed, so the town can move
quickly. To emphasize the urgency of the
effort, he displayed a photo of a 50-year-old
rusting corrugated metal stormwater pipe that
will be replaced. Town officials have noted
that it makes sense to complete both water and
stormwater work at the same time, reducing
costs and headaches for residents by digging
up the street just once.

That digging will have wide-ranging effects.
There will be traffic delays, especially around
the Route 2 intersection that is already clogged
during commute hours. Driveways may be
blocked. Parking on the east side of Bridge
Street will be eliminated. Accessing businesses
will become more difficult.

Palmer listed some of the major activities
that could be affected: Little League baseball
starting in early spring; the Richmond Farmers
Market, which runs from May to October; the
Rooted in Vermont bike race in later July and
early August. But he said the goal is to have
much of the work done before Richmond’s
biggest annual event takes place: the July 4
celebration, which includes a parade up Bridge
Street and fireworks on Volunteers Green.

Residents and a local business raised additional
concerns.

Dan Noyes, owner of Richmond Home Sup-
ply on Railroad Street, said tractor-trailers and
other trucks use his street as a turnaround after
making deliveries to downtown businesses.
He wondered what those trucks will do when
construction narrows Bridge Street. Pete Gos-
selin, Richmond’s highway foreman, suggested
a flagger may be needed to direct traffic at the
intersection.

One resident worried that Pleasant Street, a
residential block that runs off Bridge Street,
would be inaccessible. It was suggested that
the town could negotiate with TD Bank to al-
low traffic to cut through its parking lot to reach
Pleasant Street.

Another resident noted that school traffic backs
up along Bridge Street now. What will happen
when construction begins? Solutions suggested
included enlisting the school district to employ
crossing guards and urge parents to have their
kids ride the bus instead of driving them school.

Palmer said those issues and others will be ad-
dressed as contractors provide more specifics
on their plans.

April 15 is the tentative starting date for con-
struction, he said. Plans call for the project to
be “substantially complete” by June 28, with
all work completed and Bridge Street restored
to normal about two weeks later.

Storm Repairs Debated Bridge Street isn’t
the only well-traveled road in Richmond fac-
ing problems.

Dugway Road was washed out by a Novem-
ber 1 storm that dropped about four inches of
rain. The damage, at about the midway point
between, prevents through travel on the road.

Residents who live on the road told the Select-
board that they have enjoyed the peace and
quiet that the resulting traffic reduction brought,
particularly the absence of speeding trucks and
commuters who use their road as a shortcut.

“The whole vibe of the road is completely dif-
ferent,” said Tracy Rosen, suggesting that if the
road reopens that traffic enforcement be stepped
up or the town install speed bumps.

Other residents noted the stress of dodging
cars and logging trucks. One said a neighbor
won’t let her little daughter bike along the road
because it’s too dangerous.

But residents also said they supported repairing
the road. The town recently received bids for the
work. They ranged from $49,500 to $151,826.

Board member Christy Witters said she heard
from residents before the meeting who enjoyed
the respite from through traffic. But she said
leaving the road closed could strand some
residents if another storm washes out second
location along Dugway.

Board member Bard Hill wondered if the town
could limit trucks along the road, perhaps by im-
posing weight limits. Board Chair David Sander
said Dugway Road’s traffic issues should be
explored in more depth at a future meeting.

Town Manager Josh Arneson said the bids were
checked and each covered comparable work.
He said the low bid was submitted by East En-
gineering of Hinesburg. He said the company
has worked on other projects in Richmond and
the results have been good.

Arneson said large spread in prices could in
part be explained by the size of the companies
submitting bids. Smaller firms like East Engi-
neering have less overhead and are better suited
to smaller projects like the Dugway Road work.

The Selectboard voted unanimously to accept
East Engineering’s bid. In an interview, Gos-
selin said work will start no sooner than next
spring as the town awaits steps by state and
federal officials that must be completed before
the project can obtain federal disaster funding.
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Huntington Selectboard

Reported by Barrett Grimm

s the Huntington rushed over its banks on
Aﬁlalloween into November 1, several houses
long the river in the Huntington Acres and
Shaker Mountain Road areas were severely dam-

aged, and first responders were on hand throughout
the night to evacuate residents if necessary.

At the November 12 meeting, Town Administra-
tor Barbara Elliott reported that she was tracking
damages information for reporting to State officials
and that an informational forum with the State
Hazard Mitigation Officer had been scheduled
for November 21. At the November 25, Elliott
advised the Selectboard that 25 people had at-
tended the November 21 session and 10 property
owners were interested in submitting applications
for FEMA buy-outs by the January deadline, with
other applications possible before the next deadline
in early Spring.

At the November 12 meeting, the Selectboard au-
thorized use of the $2,335 in the Chittenden Solid
Waste District Community Clean-up Fund to assist
property owners in defraying the costs for disposal
of damaged personal property. Funds will be equi-
tably distributed among affected property owners.

The contents of the Town Garage also suffered
significant damage as the flood swept over the
Recreation Field pulling fence posts from near
the horseshoe pits from the ground and depositing
two-to-three feet of water in the garage.The Road
Crew was able to get all the vehicles to higher
ground but chainsaws, paint sprayer, welder, and
sundry other items stored on the floor, as well as the
generator were total losses. Early estimates were
$25,000-$30,000 in damages. Insurance claims are
being finalized. Road Foreman Yogi Alger is also
investigating hooking into the Town’s emergency
generator to meet the garage’s needs.

At the November 25 meeting, Alger reported that
work is ongoing to address roads damaged by the
flooding including a slide on Main Road just south
of Spence Bridge, a slide on Camels Hump road,
and a section of Bert White Road.

Erosion/Zoning Enforcement Brian Hayes,
whose house is across the Huntington River from
Roberts Park, attended the November 25 meeting
to ask who is accountable when zoning regulations
are not enforced. Specifically at issue, trees were
cut from the river buffer zone across stream from
his property in violation of zoning regulations,
which he feels caused erosion problems on both
sides of the river, the issue only being exasper-
ated by the installation of rip-rap on the Roberts
Park side. The issue was reported to the Zoning
Administrator with no tangible result. Selectboard
Chair Dori Barton commented that, by statute,
a Selectboard cannot influence the actions of a
Zoning Administrator. Barton also opined that the
Town’s current zoning regulations are not specific
enough regarding enforcement, and that she hoped
the Planning Commission would address that issue
in the revised regulations.

Community Forest Members of the Conservation
Commission, Kate Wanner from the Trust for Pub-
lic Lands, and Bob Heiser from the Vermont Land
Trust appeared at November 18 meeting to discuss
next steps in the potential acquisition of the Blood
property in Huntington Center as a community
forest. Wanner presented a total budget for the
project of $952,500, of which the Town’s portion
would be $220,000. Other funding would come
from grants from the United States Forest Service,
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, and
the Vermont Clean Water State Revolving Fund,
with the remainder to be raised from foundations
and individual donors. The budget proposal for
the Town’s portion includes $140,000 from the
Conservation Fund and a five-year, zero-interest
bond for $80,000. The bond funds would also
come from the Vermont Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Fund and in order to receive any funding from
that source, the Town would need to pass an article
at Town Meeting bonding for a total of $195,000,
of which the first $115,000 would be instantly
forgiven as a grant. Mechanisms for repayment
of the $80,000 loan were discussed including the
possibility of annually asking Town Meeting at-

tendees to channel the yearly contribution to the
Conservation Fund towards settling the bond.

Selectboard member Landel Cochran pushed back
on the amount of the project funds that would be
paid to the Trust for Public Lands, to which Wan-
ner responded that she would be raising those
funds and the Town would be acquiring a $727,000
property for not more than $220,000. Cochran
and Selectboard member Roman Livak both
questioned the sale price of the property noting

Greetings from

Resting Lion Studio

Supporting small businesses and
musicians in Huntington & Richmond
since 1990.

802.434.4760 * john@restinglion.com

that it was substantially higher than the assessed
value, and asked to review the appraisal. Wanner
indicated that the appraisal was private but would
request the property owners release it.

The Conservation Commission agreed to have its
initial public informational meeting on the project
and the application to the Conservation Fund at
the earliest possible date (December 12), and the
Selectboard passed motions to move ahead with
grant applications and to warn a bond item for
Town Meeting.

Budget As it works to finalize the budget, the
Selectboard continued to meet with various groups
throughout the month including the Fire Depart-
ment, Richmond Rescue, Cemetery Trustees, and
the Town Listers. Cemetery Trustee Heidi Racht

CAROLYN KING
The Feldenkrais Method

Learn to move with more comfort and ease
Rediscover your flexibility and power
Offering classes and private sessions in Richmond
Y
For more information
call 434-4515 or email millhouse@gmavt.net

reported that the Cemetery Endowment Fund will

likely be able to contribute $1,200 to the operating
budget for fiscal year 2020/2021. Listers Ryan
Elliott and Don Dresser discussed the possibil-
ity of a new town-wide appraisal noting that the
current Common Level of Assessment is 97% but
sales this year have averaged 16-20% more than
the assessed property values which will likely be
reflected in the new numbers due out in December.
Dresser noted “we’re missing some value out
there” regarding the necessity of a re-appraisal
which would cost $96,000 over two years.

Remember to pre-order
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Seeking Executive Director " ¢ MMMUSD Board

Our Community Cares Camp

Summer Food Service Program & Enrichment
Camp Serving Eastern Chittenden County, Vermont

We are looking for an energetic, engaged community member to
lead OCCC into its second decade of helping children

facing food insecurity. If you are passionate about helping children
who could benefit from a locally run, non-profit, free summer
camp and food program for area residents ages 5-13, with job
training for older teens, please consider applying. This year round,
part time, paid position is responsible for oversesing functions of
the camp in addition to keeping up with the business components,
including fundraising. Please visit our website at bit.do/OCCCjobs
for application instructions and job description. Application letters
and resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.
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and www.christmasspiritfoundation.org

2370 Dugway Road, Richmond « www.aldrichchristmastreefarm.com
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Reported by Diane Wester

December 2, 2019

uperintendent John Alberghini presented
the 2020-21 Budget Information — third
Draft.

This year there is an extraordinary number of
“unknowns” on the funding side of the balance
sheet at this point in time. Statewide healthcare
negotiations are on-going (binding arbitration
due December 15), but the current health insurer
has asked for a 12.9% increase in premiums.
The arbitration will determine out of pocket
costs and other cost sharing. There is potential
reduction in federal funding for economically
disadvantaged students and a new funding for-
mula for special education. Equalized pupil data
has not been published.

Alberghini outlined the driving principles of de-
veloping the budget — providing the best educa-
tional opportunities for every student. "This can
be achieved by optimizing resources, judicious
spending on facilities and capital investment,
closing the achievement gap for economically
disadvantaged and at-risk students, anti-bias
training, and high-quality professional develop-
ment. We're very careful with every nickel of
taxpayer money.” he said.

As of December 2, a proposed 3.42% increase in
overall budget. The State proposed guidelines
are for a 3.5-8% increase in spending this year.
The total amount of the new budget, folding in
Huntington, will be close to $50 million. Dis-
trict wide class sizes remain within State guide-
lines, but individually, the Smiley Elementary
school in Bolton has slightly undersized classes.

There are currently 2,560 students in the PreK-
12 district unified since July 1,2019. This is a
decrease of approximately 30 students in two
years.

Chuck Lacey wants to make a case for including
money in the budget for exploring new horizons
in education in other parts of this country and
Canada. “We did the merger so we could have
more innovations.”

Next Finance Committee Meeting is Thursday
December 19, 6 pm at the new Central Office
(former UID building).

Proficiency-Based Graduation Requirements
at MMUHS - First class 2020 MMUHS Prin-
cipal Mike Weston began by explaining to the
Board the evolution of thinking from the State
regarding PBGR. As it came out in 2014, the
State talked about “no GPAs, no honors,” etc.
which “scared me to death” said Weston. The
State was trying to find a solution to students
leaving high school with their proper distribu-
tion credits, a 59.5 D- GPA high school diploma,
but no real skills.

The faculty of MMU closely examined and
evaluated the content of the existing curriculum

for five years. Weston feels this examination
was “invaluable.” Consequently, they built the
Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements
matrix that could be measured and assessed.*

MMU decided to do both PBGR and traditional
grades, in order to meet the requirements of
out-of-state college admissions counselors.
Weston showed and explained examples from
a grade book and the two-page report card
that showed PGBR progress and grades, as
well. “It’s not perfect — everything’s a work in
progress.” Weston said. “It’s absolutely been a
good thing for us.”

PGBR levels are determined at the discretion
of the individual teacher. When asked, student
representative Finn Abbey replied: “giving it
to the discretion of the teacher is the right way
to do it [because of flexibility].”

Commenting as a member of the community,
Representative Marcia Gardner (Richmond)
thanked Weston for the explanation.

Juul Class Action Suit Following consultation
with the Board’s lawyer, a motion was made and
carried to authorize the Superintendent to join a
class action lawsuit against Juul to recoup losses
associated with the vaping epidemic.

*PGBR Requirements
State of Vermont Versus MMUHS

Vermont Literacy: including critical thinking,
language, reading, speaking, listening and writing
MMU Literacy: Writing, research reading, language
(grammar) and Critical Discourse

Vermont Mathematical Content and Practices:
including numbers, operations and concepts of
algebra and geometry

MMU: Modeling, Number and Quantity, Algebra
Skills, Geometry, Statistics, and Probability

Vermont Scientific Inquiry and Content Knowl-
edge: including the concepts of life sciences, physical
sciences early and space sciences and engineering
design.

MMU: Cause and Effect, Scale Proportion and
Quantity, Systems and System Models, Energy
and Matter, Structure and Function, Scientific and
Engineering Practices.

Vermont Global Citizenship: including the
concepts of civics, economics, geography, world
language, cultural studies and history.

MMU: Inquiry, History, Geography, Civics, Govern-
ment and Society, Economics and World Cultures

Vermont: Physical and Health Education by statute
MMU: by statute plus decision making and Self-
Advocacy, Fitness Concepts, Knowledge and Skill

Vermont Artistic Expression: including visual,
media and performing arts
MMU: Artistic Literacy, Reflection, and Critique

Vermont Transferable Skills: including communi-
cation, collaboration, creativity, innovation and the
use of technology

MMU: Individual Work Habits, Collaboration
(2020), Citizenship, Presentation (2021)

Leaping & Twirling

There were a lot of smiles from
children along with their family
and friends during the Kids Dance
Workshop taught by Rose Bedard
at the Huntington Town Hall. From
the joyful faces it was clear that the
kids were having a good time. And
several parents noted how nice it
was to have the dance classes so
close to home. November marked
the end of five weeks of workshops
for ages 4 — 6 and 7-9. Classes at
the Huntington Town Hall will
resume again in March.

For more information about

classes, contact Deana Allgaier at
dnovembrino@gmail.com.

Dance classes for children in the Huntington Town Hall were a
popular activity this fall. Courtesy photo
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Area Residents Honored

Representative Theresa
Wood Recognized

Representative Theresa Wood

Let’s Grow Kids announced the recipients of
its 2019 Child Care Champion Award: Repre-
sentative Theresa Wood (D-Waterbury) and
Senator Richard Westman (R-Lamoille). The
award recognizes the two legislators for their
instrumental roles in shepherding child care
initiatives in the
House and Senate

When the child care bill reached the Senate,
Westman worked with his colleagues on the
Senate Health and Welfare and Appropriations
Committees to make sure that it
received thorough review.

“Vermonters are lucky to have
leaders like Representative
Wood and Senator Westman
working tirelessly to ensure
every Vermont child gets a
strong start. We know their
success is a testament to the
deep well of support in the
Legislature for making lasting
change on behalf of Vermont’s
children,” Richards said.

Let’s Grow Kids is leading a

movement for affordable access
to high-quality child care for all
Vermont families who need it by 2025.

Birdseye Wins Awards

The American Institute of Architects, Vermont
Chapter (AIAVT) announced the recipients

during the 2019
legislative session.

Wood was present-
ed with the award
during LGK’s
annual Leading
Change for Chil-
dren Conference
in Montpelier on
December 3. West-
man was presented
with the award on
December 7 in
Johnson.

Long-time ad-

vocates for early Birdseye Bank Barn. Photo: Jim Westphalen

childhood educa-

tion, Wood and Westman worked with col-
leagues across the aisle throughout the 2019
legislative session to ensure that Vermont’s
Legislature and Administration passed a state
budget with significant increased investments
in child care.

In addition to approving $7.4 million in new
investments in child care, the Legislature allo-
cated $1.4 million from the state’s 2019 budget.
These investments include additional funding
for the Child Care Financial Assistance Pro-
gram, which helps low- and moderate-income
families afford child care, and funding for sup-
ports for the early education workforce, which
are key to building a strong, sustainable child
care system.

“This year we took an important first step to
secure Vermont’s social and economic future by
investing in children when it matters most. But
we’re not done yet. We need to double down
in 2020 and show why this investment needs to
continue,” said Wood.

"Representative Wood introduced a comprehen-
sive child care bill with 70 co-sponsors from
across the political spectrum—most of whom
she recruited personally —and then worked tire-
lessly with her fellow legislators on the Human
Services Committee to pass a bill that contained
key components of that vision," said Let’s Grow
Kids CEO Aly Richards. "She then worked with
House members and leadership to bring the bill
to the floor and secured a unanimous, 133-0
vote in support."

Richards declared, “It’s almost unheard of to
have this kind of unanimous support for a bill
making such significant new investments. And
it never would have happened without Repre-
sentative Wood’s fierce commitment to young
children, which she demonstrates in the kindest,
most thoughtful and effective way.”

of its 2019 Excellence in Architecture Design
Awards Program at its annual meeting, held
on December 4, 2019, at the UVM Alumni
House in Burlington. Six projects were chosen
for demonstrating an “extraordinary level of
competence” by a jury of Maine peers who
selected from 30 entries submitted by AIAVT
member architects.

The jurors were asked to consider granting
awards based on design excellence, and sustain-
able design principles at three levels: Honor
(first), Merit (second), and Citation (third).
The jury convened in Portland, Maine, where
AIAVT Awards Committee Chair, Ward Joyce
facilitated a four-hour review process. Head
juror, Patrick Costin traveled to Burlington
to present the awards at the AIAVT Annual
Meeting Event.

Winner of the evening’s only Honor Award was
Richmond firm, Birdseye, for Bank Barn, a
4,566 square foot, single-family house located
in Woodstock, Vermont. Recently featured
in a NEw York TiMes article, Bank Barn is a
new residence conceptually inspired by the
eponymous regional farm structures built into
the banks of hills. The project was designed
to be a net-zero residence pending a future 18
kW solar array.

Birdseye also received a Merit Award for Vista
House, a 5,112 square foot single-family resi-
dence located in Waterbury. Sustainable design
principals were strongly integrated into the
design and function of the home.

The jury commented, “the design carefully
responds to views and solar orientation to offer a
thoughtful composition. Rigor and restraint are
exercised in the design of the entire project. The
final result is beautifully crafted.”
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downloading, gaming and more.

*Service availability and Internet speed will
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Christmas

Worship Services

Qur Lady of the Holy Rosary

December 24
e 4 pm Christmas Mass
o 6 pm Christmas Mass, Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Williston (IHM)
¢ 9 pm Christmas Mass, ITHM

December 25
¢ 8:30 am Christmas Mass
¢ 10:30 am Christmas Mass, ITHM

January 1, Holy Day of Obligation

9 am Mass
¢10:30 am Mass, IHM

Richmond Congregational

United Church of Christ
On the corner of Church & Bridge Streets

December 24

* 5 pm Family Worship Lessons & Carols

* 8 pm Lessons & Carols

Both candlelight services will include traditional

carols and readings

December 29

10 am Worship Service & Carol Sing

January 5

10 am Celebration of Epiphany with

Holy Communion
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Favorite Books Read in 2019

Edited by Jane M. Vossler

his is my eighth annual compilation of
the favorite books that community mem-

bers read this year. While fiction usually
dominates this list, it’s the first year that half
are non-fiction.

Thank you to everyone who answered my call
for favorite books.

I hope you find some good books you can add
to your 2020 reading list and have a new year
of happy reading!

Mary Peet

The Good Neighbor: The Life and Work of
Fred Rogers by Maxwell King

On the 50th anniversary of the first broadcast
of MisTER RoGER’s NEIGHBORHOOD, we paid
special tribute to Rogers with a postage stamp.
Documentaries and a movie with Tom Hanks
followed.

Lee Rosen
Normal People by Sally Rooney

Connell and Marianne grow up in
the same town, are attracted to each
other in high school, and then both
end up studying at Trinity University
in Dublin. Here they travel in different
social worlds, but they move toward
each other, then away, then irresistibly
back to each other again. Rosen writes,
“It’s a remarkable book about young
adulthood, psychological growth, and
relationships told with nuance and
reflectivity. Sally Rooney is wise
beyond her years.”

Anne Dannenberg

To Speak for the Trees - My Life's Journey
from Ancient Celtic Wisdom to a Healing Vi-
sion of the Forest by Diana Beresford-Kroeger.

I'am a fan of Diana's, a tree-hugger, and

As an avid Fred
Rogers’ fan, I
have soaked
in and appre-
ciated all this
well-deserved
attention. I
was overjoyed
to discover
this 2018 first
full-length bi-
ography and to
learn about this
extraordinarily
brilliant man.
The author of-
fers many heartwarming stories of Rogers’
theme of universal kindness and his dedication
to children’s well being.

Read this book and you will appreciate that
Rogers was the “real deal” — nothing superficial
about him at all — truly an exceptional human
being deeply devoted to his television audience,
fans, family, friends, and faith.

Mark D. Sylvester

Joyful: The Surprising Power of Ordinary
Things to Create Extraordinary Happiness
by Ingrid Fetell Lee

Joy is the most basic building block of happi-
ness, and Joyful reveals where to find it. The
author shows us how we can mindfully see joy
in the simple aesthetics of our surroundings. It
is simple but profound, using categories like en-
ergy, freedom, harmony, surprise, play, renewal,
and many others. She provides what she calls a
JoyruL Toovkir for documenting and applying
each category into your own life. It is based
on seeing these things as you go though your
daily experiences, an “invaluable field guide to
discovering light in all its forms.”
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have read five of her other remarkable
books as well as viewed her film, CALL
OF THE FOREST - THE FORGOTTEN WisDOM
ofF TreEs. This autobiography of an Irish
born Canadian biochemist, botanist
and visionary unfolds in three parts. 1)
As an orphaned youth in Ireland, she
received a unique education in Celtic
plant lore. 2) In Canada, she developed
into a gifted scientist who created and
nurtured a botanical paradise of rare
medical plants and trees. 3) The last
section comprises the Celtic alphabet of
trees known as the Ogham Script where
the author details the cultural, medicinal
and earth healing properties of each tree.
Her bioplan for cooling the planet teaches us
about the relationship of all living beings with
the health of the global forest - plant many trees!

Megan Peterson, Grade 6
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
My favorite book of 2019 is THE FauLt IN

Our Stars by John Green. It is a beautiful and
heartbreaking love story of two kids with can-
cer. When Hazel and Augustus meet, it is love
at first sight, and the story just keeps getting
better from there.

Ken Brack

The Plot Against the President by Lee Smith

Lee Smith is an investigative journalist who,
with unprecedented access to Congressman
Devin Nunes, tell the story of how Nunes un-
covered the plot to bring down the President.
Brack writes, “It explains how the Russian
collusion hoax was created, who created it and
how a small group in Congress uncovered it. It
describes the methods and motives of the Deep
State actors who attempted to undermine the
election of 2016.”

Paul Garrett

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by
Yuval Noah Harari

It's rare that reading just 30 pages of a book
will change the way I look at the world, but
Harari's survey of human history from 2.5 mil-
lion years ago to present times did just that. He
divides his survey into four parts: The Cognitive
Revolution, The Agricultural Revolution, The
Unification of Humankind and The Scientific
Revolution. Don't let those titles scare you off,
as he further subdivides his writing into chapters
of about 20 pages each, and each chapter has
several smaller sections making it easy to nibble
at the book at a leisurely pace. Even more im-
portantly, he writes extremely well and includes
photos, maps and charts to illustrate his points.
Probably not a book you'd take to the beach,
but maybe just the book to read with a hot cup
of tea on a cold winter day.

Dave Sobel

The Education of an Idealist by Samantha
Power

This is a personal, informative, and timely
memoir. As the U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations during the Obama Administration, she
brings the reader to the most troubling parts of
the world.

What comes through is how our nation was
represented by a bright, caring, and effective
voice — not only in the United Nations, but also
to the President. What also comes through is her
love of family.

I enjoyed reading about Power’s interactions —
the phone conversations, photographs and texts
—with President Obama. I was also touched by
both her honesty and anguish about events in
Syria and our decision not to take decisive ac-
tion when Bashar al-Assad crossed the red line.

Stephanie Spaulding

Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and
Place by Terry Tempest Williams

This is an exquisite book. Nearly every sentence
is worthy of another read. It is a nature book
with a family’s history of breast cancer subtly
woven in. Nature and family. The setting is the
Great Salt Lake area.

Jennifer Sprague
Neopolitan Novels by Elena Ferrante

Ferrante wrote four novels about an almost
sixty-year friendship between two very dif-
ferent personalities. The story begins in post
World War II Naples when the girls are ten. It
follows them through school and adolescence
and as they become wives, mothers, and leaders.

This is not only the story of how they maintain
their complex friendship, but also how their
neighborhood, city, and country change over
the years. It took me all summer to read, but I
loved the writing, characters and short chapters!

Diane Reynolds

To Stop A Warlord: My Story of Justice,
Grace and the Fight for Peace by Shannon
Sedgwick Davis

This is a fabulous, feel-good memoir-documen-
tary. I could not put it down. The author is an
attorney for a small Texas non-profit advocating
for peace and justice in the world, just like a
hundred other NGOs. But Davis comes from
a long line of serious activists. At the annual
meeting as the executive director recites from
their mission statement “to end violence and
injustice in central Africa,” Davis interrupts,
“But we aren’t, are we?... We’ve been at it for
10 years and we haven’t ended anything.”

The NGO takes a radical turn. Instead of throw-
ing money and policy papers from a careful
distance, they join the actual fight to end the
reign of terror of Joseph Kony and his Lord’s
Resistance Army. In twenty-five years, war-
lord Kony had killed over a hundred thousand
people, displaced millions, and abducted tens of
thousands of children in central and east Africa.
Davis and her organization commit to ending his
campaign once and for all. They are successful
in ways they never could have imagined.

LJ Kopf
The Book of Delights by Ross Gay

This past year, I found it difficult to concentrate
on a novel, so I read essays, poetry, and short
stories. THE Book oF DELIGHTS by Ross Gay was
the perfect book to read just a few pages at a
time. The collection is the result of Gay’s self-
imposed task of describing a delight on a daily
basis. However, Gay’s charming essays are far
from just treacle; they touch on important issues
such as nature, race, and self-image, but always
mitigated and illuminated by the author’s exu-
berant outlook. In the midst of political and
social turmoil, it was a pleasure to be reminded
of the joys of everyday life.

Sally Singer

Life in a Jar: The Irena Sendler Project by
Jack Mayer

In World War II Poland, Irena Sendler organized
a group of her fellow social workers to rescue
Jewish children from the Warsaw ghetto. At
great personal risk, they managed to save 2,500
children from certain death. After the war, this
story of heroism was suppressed by Poland’s
communist government and lay buried for sixty
years. It was finally uncovered by three school
girls in Kansas who after seeing a reference to
Irena, began to research her story. They wrote
aplay that has been produced in many US cities
as well as in Poland. Thanks to the girls and
to Mayer’s book about Irena and them, Irena
is no longer an unsung hero but has taken her
rightful place among those who made a dif-
ference in the lives of others and become an
inspiration to many.
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Savitt First, age 9
Deep Water by Watt Key

Savitt reports that he loved reading this adven-
turous survival story about a girl named Julie
who is leading a deep water dive for her father’s
Dive shop. “Something goes wrong, and she
is lost at sea with two clients. Very exciting
suspenseful read!”

Beth Sumner
Red at the Bone by Jacqueline Woodson

I've loved Woodson's previous book BrowN
GirL DreamING. Her newest book doesn't
disappoint. The focus is also a young girl on
an important day in her life. But Woodson
also tells the story of the girl's parents and
grandparents to show the events leading to this
occasion. The book is seemingly simple, yet
Woodson has a way of showing the situational
and emotional complexity of this family without
distracting details.

Janet Bernhard

Backflashes: Short Memoirs from a Long
Life by W. Walsh Doane

This is a delightful collection of creative memo-
ries by Winifred Walsh Doane, who lives in
Richmond at her family home on Wes White
Road for part of each year. Several years ago,
I was introduced to Doane, and when I learned
she was an author, I eagerly read Backflashes.

She tells of growing up in the '30s and '40s on
City Island, a 250-acre island in Eastchester
Bay, part of New York City. She and her two
sisters would take public transportation over
the island's connecting bridge and travel up to
an hour and a half to their schools in Manhat-
tan. A short walk was the norm for students
living on the “mainland.” Winifred had many
opportunities to become a proficient sailor. Her
time sailing is the basis for many of her lively
memories. With a refreshing and well-written
approach to documenting the adventures,
drama, and emotions of daily life, Backflashes
is a testament to a life well lived.

Sarah Jane Williamson

The House of Broken Angels by Luis Alberto
Urrea

Urrea covers two momentous days in the life of
the De La Cruzes, a family living in San Diego
near the Mexican-American border. They gath-
er to celebrate both the birthday of their beloved
patriarch, Big Angel, who is ailing, and the life
of his mother. They retell the many stories that
have become part of their family lore, of how
they came from Mexico and how they came to
flourish and call the US home. I loved this book.
It’s funny and sad and has great characters. I
actually read it twice in a row.
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Lisa Lavoie
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles

Set in 1922, this is the story of Count Alex-
ander Rostov, an aristocrat who is sentenced
to house arrest for the rest of his life in the
Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from

Pl
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the Kremlin. While you might think life in a
hotel would be narrow and boring, Rostov, with
a delightful cast of
characters at the
Metropol, re-makes
his life into one of
depth and joy. These
days there are lots
of books to choose
from, but not many
that are memorable.
This book is memo-
rable for how well
written it is and the
complexity of its
characters, especial-
ly the Count whom
you are sure to fall
in love with.

Lorrie Richland

The Handmaid’s Tale by Marga-
ret Atwood

In preparation for reading Marga-
ret Atwood’s newest novel, THE
Testaments, Huntington Public Li-
brary’s book group read her earlier
book THE HANDMAID’S TALE. The
book takes place in an America that
has changed drastically. Society
is now divided into the religious-
political elite and servant classes.
The main character, Offred, serves
her ‘Commander’ as a handmaid or
surrogate, since his wife is unable to conceive.
All women have little freedom of movement or
choice. What struck me during my rereading of
this classic was how truly relevant this tale is
today. We see the affect of strongmen in gov-
ernment all over the world and how they bring
tragedy and suffering to their people. As she
digs deeper into the society of Gilead, Atwood
exposes the corruption and hypocrisy of the
powerful. Her language is spare and stark, but
her message about the dangers of a government
in the hands of the few is profound. Don’t forget
to read the epilogue. It’s revealing.
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Luke Amidon, Grade 6

Nowhere Boy by Katherine Marsh

My favorite book of 2019 is a story about the
friendship of Ahmed, a Syrian boy, who loses
his father in the boat ride to a better life in Eu-
rope, and an American boy named Max, who
moved to Belgium and is struggling to fit in.
They meet up and become friends.They face
challenges together. I love this book because
it's a story with an intense beginning and an
ending that makes you want to jump up and
shout Hooray! This is why Nowhere Boy is my
favorite book of 2019.

Michelle Carter

The Benefits of Being an Octopus by Ann
Braden

Vermont authorAnn
Bradenhas written this book
for middle grade readers, but
it is a book that every adult
should read. Setin Vermont,
it gives a gripping view of
poverty and what it takes to
reach one's potential when
saddled with it. This book
shows how being poor affects

families —especially chil-
dren—in all aspects of their
lives as it tells seventh grad-
er, Zoey's story. This book
doesn't preach, it simply tells
the truth about something
most people prefer to ignore.
It has already won several
awards, including NPR Best
Book of 2018.

MARGARET

ATWOOD
»

THE
HANDMAI
TALE

Me, Jane Vossler
Bel Canto by Ann Patchett

I read this book on its publication in 2001, and
loved it just as much when I reread it this year.
People from all over the world have gathered
in an unnamed South American country to
celebrate the birthday of the powerful busi-
nessman, Mr. Hosokawa. He has insisted that
Roxanne Coss, opera's most revered soprano,
whose music he loves, be present. Her singing
entrances the guests, and everyone is enjoying
the lavish party when a small band of terrorists
enters the house and takes them all captive. In
the closeness of confinement unexpected rela-
tionships of friendship and love develop and the
suspense builds.Will the terrorists be forced to
surrender and be killed by the authorities? Or
will the terrorists use the lives of the hostages
to bargain their way out of the situation, killing
them if they must? And what will happen to
the tentative new relationships that are forming?
It’s a great read!

ANN PATCHETT

BEL CANTO

BEIMAN
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Families Gather to Celebrate Gretchen Paulsen

by Heidi Racht

familiar presence in Richmond Village,
usually pushing a stroller and surrounded
by a pack of happy young faces, Gretchen

Paulsen has done what she loves for almost her
entire adult life: working with children.

Paulsen decided to “retire” and try something
new at the end of August.

She explained that this was a good time to make
the transition, “if I was going to do something
else.” This was a gradual, long-term plan as she
took a number of classes to become certified
as a parent educator and family coach and is

——

-

now working on a new phase of her life. She’s

excited about continuing to work with families. Gretchen Paulsen with some of the more-than-80 kids who enjoyed their childcare years and beyond with her.

"Parentingisahardjob," s.he said, "and we think  Church, expecting a few families and was  Reflecting on what made her home childcareso ~ kids were Joe Rittling and Jesse Naumann
everyone is supposed to just IFHOW whatto do.  gyerwhelmed by the crowd of families of all successful, she summed it up as a philosophy ~ who totaled more than 20 years each through
But that’s not true and a significant number of  ages — all there to celebrate her! that "in helping to raise kids is about honoring  childcare, helping out during summers and

parents are stressed or overwhelmed. I'm look-
ing forward to helping parents

gain insights into finding more
joy in their family life."

For 31 years, Paulsen had a
childcare home on Pleasant
Street, but this was more than
just babysitting. It was an
avocation and Paulsen enthu-
siastically said, “T loved my
job.Loved it! Loved the kids.”

This was apparent when
Paulsen was treated in late
September to a surprise party
- inundated with the love of
over 40 of the 80-90 kids she
brought into her life and “had

ahand in raising.” She walked

into the community room at Surprise! Hugs galore greeted Gretchen Paulsen at a surprise party to celebrate her

the Richmond Congregational =~ "retirement" from 31 years of caring for the area's children.
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children. Honoring each child for
who they are and creating an en-
vironment around them that will
help them grow and flourish and
become their best self. It is about
being a partner with parents and
being there to listen and share
information and ideas. "

Her kids ranged in age and often
had a long-time relationship with
Paulsen and the rest of their day
care “family.” Over the three de-
cades, her youngest charge was
nine weeks. Most kids came until
they were out of eighth grade.
She explained, “Sometimes, they

just wanted to come after school

for a day or two a week. Some
would stop by to see the younger
kids.” The longest attending

eventually being employed. A few others are
close to 20 years including Paulsen’s own three
kids. Everyone stays in touch through playdates,
facebook, pizza and movie nights, game nights,
graduations and weddings.

"What I loved best about home childcare," she
went on, "was having a multi-age group that
creates relationships that last long after they
leave my house. Everyone nurtures another,
no matter the age difference. Preschoolers look
up to elementary kids and they look up to high
school kids, and the big kids read to and play
with the little kids who eventually become the
big kids. It's an amazing cycle to be a part of.
I remember one day when a group of 8- to 11-
year-olds made a pile of snowballs by the side
of my house then sat down and waited. When
the high school kids stopped by after school the
younger kids pelted them with snowballs and a

continue to page 17
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in now!

Order up your holiday gift cards
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Cards!
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non-electronic gift
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Www.PTnVT.com
IG: @DrSkimo
802-752-7990
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Community Forest

he Huntington Conservation
TCommission (HCC) is working

with the Trust for Public Land
and the Vermont Land Trust to create
a Community Forest in Huntington
Center. The 245-acre property, owned
by Ted and Susan Blood, is adjacent
to Brewster-Pierce Memorial School
and has the potential for recreational
and educational use, river access,
open space, water source protection,
timber management, wildlife habitat,
and possibly agricultural use.

Background Through meetings and
surveys in 2017 and 2018, Huntington
residents provided guidance for the
Outdoor and Forest-Based Recreation
Plan, which has been incorporated
into the Town Plan. Through this
process, the Huntington community
identified the acquisition of a new
town forest with good public access
as one of its top priorities.

Explained HCC cochair J efmette Trails on the property lead straight to the Brewster-Pierce
Segale, “The proposed Huntington  Elementary School. Photos: Bob Heiser

Community Forest would offer excel-

lent accessibility for town residents

and visitors to take advantage of outdoor rec-
reation opportunities. The land includes access
to the Huntington River, significant frontage
along Trapp Road, and has great potential for
trails. Some walking and bike trails created by
community members are already in existence
on the property, and a VAST trail crosses the
land. In addition, educational opportunities,
hunting access, and value-added pursuits such

residents attended the presentation at the Hun-
tington Public Library, which lasted two hours.
Attendees asked questions about the accelerated
project timeline, the existing town forest, and
funding options. Residents in attendance were
enthusiastic about the potential project, with
several calling it a "once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity" and noting that it would be an incredible
value for the community, given that under the
proposed budget, the Town of Huntington's

investment would be only 23%

Frontage on the Huntington River would allow protection of the
river corridor, wetland restoration, and a potential Huntington
Valley Trail.

as sugaring and agriculture are being discussed
as possibilities. Conservation of this land will
also protect wildlife habitat, potential wildlife
travel corridors, and wetlands, and conserve an
important forest block.

The Huntington Conservation Commission and
Kate Wanner from the Trust for Public Land
have taken the first step in requesting funding
from the Huntington Conservation Fund to en-
able the purchase of the property. The Trust for
Public Land is working with the current owners
as well as identifying and securing funding for
most of the purchase price. Under the proposed
budget, the Town of Huntington is being asked
to contribute $220,000 to the project, which
is approximately 23% of the overall project
cost. Funding requests from federal, state, and
private sources will be much more successful
if the town shows financial commitment to the
project.

The Conservation Commission held an informa-
tional meeting on December 12 to present de-
tails to community members about the project,
the proposed budget, and the application to the
Conservation Fund. More than 50 Huntington

of the total project cost.

Brewster-Pierce School Prin-
cipal Sally Hayes spoke about
how the land might be used
by the young students and ex-
pressed a deep commitment
to and excitement about the
project. As as a result of the
meeting, the Conservation Com-
mission recommended to the
Selectboard that the application
for $140,000 to Huntington's
Conservation Fund be approved
for the new Community Forest.

Later, Segale summed up the
sentiment expressed at the meet-
ing, “The proposed Community
Forest is an incredible opportu-
nity for our town. The property’s
topography is ideal for year-round diverse use
including x-country skiing, mountain or fat
biking, sledding, trail running, contemplative
walks, and river access! The conservation of
this property would ensure that future gen-
erations continue to have the ability to connect
with nature by stepping out the door of their
elementary school.”

The Huntington Selectboard will hold a hear-
ingin January with a date yet to be announced,
and all interested community members are
encouraged to attend. Residents will be asked
to vote on the Huntington Community Forest
Town Meeting Day on March 3, 2020.

To learn more about the project, access docu-
ments online at https://www.huntingtonvt.
org/conservation-commission/ for additional
information, including the application to the
Huntington Conservation Fund, maps, a pro-
posed budget, and the property valuation report.

For further information, contact Jeanette Segale
at jnet@gmavt.net / 434-3096, or Barrett
Grimm at barrettbear@comcast.net / 355-8288.

—Submitted by Darlene Palola

Huntington, Vermont
www.skisleepyhollow.com * (802) 434-2283
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The Times Ink thanks the following people and
organizations who made donations to support the
paper in response to our 2019 fund appeal.
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Andrea Asch
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Lucian & Lucille Major
Martha & Joe McSherry

Bill & Sue Minard

Kenneth Mincar

Bruce Moody

Bruce Moody

Douglas & Marcia Morrell
Aimee Motta & Joe Perella
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Randall L. Sargent

Don Sheldon
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Polly & David Sobel
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Jo Ellen & Peter Swaine
Marie Thomas

Frances & David Thomas
David Thompson
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Ed & Susan Wells

Brian & Christine Werneke
Christine & Brian Werneke
Bradford J. Worthen
Barbara Wyman

Karen Yaggy
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J Redman
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Jim Sadler
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Don Sheldon
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Polly & David Sobel
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lan Stokes & Nancy Zimny
Daryl Storrs

Jo Ellen & Peter Swaine
Frances & David Thomas
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Karen Yaggy
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Thank you!
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Richmond Congregational Church Approaching
$278,000 Capital Campaign Goal for Repairs

Harriet Riggs & Anna Macrae Sadler (100 years apart)

has undertaken a $278,700 capital cam-

paign in order to make critical improve-
ments inside and outside its 116-year-old
building.

Richmond Congregational Church, UCC,

of the church have pledged
more than $230,000 towards
the campaign goal. Some
have made immediate cash
contributions while others
have promised payments
over three years.

Fundraising funds will be
used for a variety of projects,
including roof replacement,
the addition of insulation
throughout the oldest parts
of the historic structure,
installation of new energy
efficient windows, remodel-
ing the dishwashing area in
the kitchen and installing a
new commercial dishwasher,
updating furnishings in the
“parlor,” making the altar
accessible with a ramp and
replacing some flooring,
lighting and wiring.

The improvements will cre-
ate more comfortable and
flexible space, not only for
the congregation, but also
for the many users from
the community. Richmond
Congregational Church hosts

a monthly free community meal — Friday
Food Affair, an alternative school, Alcoholics
Anonymous, Bone Builders exercise classes for
seniors, music lessons, Holiday Market vendors,
community rummage sales, CSA dispersal,

In the past two months, members and friends  concerts and myriad meetings and meals.

Questions? Visit vgsvi.com or call us at 800-639-8081

Several individuals and orga-
nizations that use church space
have contributed to the capital
campaign. One individual
provided the dollars needed to
purchase 200 new stackable
chairs used for many gather-
ings. Valley Stage Productions
has donated the money raised
from refreshments sales at its
monthly Sunday afternoon
concerts.

As the church makes the final
push to hit the campaign goal,
contributions of any size are
welcome and easy to do at the
church website.

Work on the projects will begin
in the spring starting with the
roof replacement.

Richmond Congregational
Church was founded in 1801
and joined four other churches
in 1813 to construct what is
now known as the Old Round
Church. In 1849, members
of the church built their own
building at 20 Church Street. In
1903, members tore down that
structure and built the current
church. A classroom wing was
added in 1984. The church,

Confirmation students recently cooked and delivered a hot meal.

For more information about the church and its

with its long history of community involve- ~ capital campaign, contact the church office at
ment, welcomes everyone. Services are held ~ 434-2053 or email at church@rccucc.org or

Sundays at 10 am.

check the website: www.rccucc.org.
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Natural Gas Safety: Detecting, Reporting & Preventing Leaks

Detecting a gas leak:

Smell Natural gas is normally odorless. A distinctive, pungent odor, similar to rotten eggs, is added so that you will
recognize it quickly. Sight You may see a white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water or blowing dust.You

may also see vegetation that appears to be dead or dying for no apparent reason.
Sound You may hear an unusual noise like a roaring, hissing, or whistling.

If you suspect a leak:

Move immediately to a safe location. Call VGS at 1-800-639-8081 immediately, with the exact

location. Do not smoke or operate electrical switches or appliances.These items may

produce a spark that might ignite the gas or cause an explosion. Do not assume
someone else will report the condition.

Preventing leaks:

Use care when working near natural gas facilities. Digging into a pipeline is
the largest single cause of pipeline failures. Protect yourself and
underground facilities, before starting fo dig call Dig Safe™ at 811 fo notify

them of the work.

igSafe

MA.ME.NH-RI.VT

Wishing o,
asafe ang p, appy
hO'ide SeqSOn
from your l‘rien(;,,s
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PFIIX Professional Financial Associates LLC

Timothy & Rebecca Monty

Managing Partners

Working with you to help you
reach your financial goals

« Richmond residents, Office in Colchester

« Active in community projects

«Lead a growing team of experienced
financial planners, advisors and staff

802.865.4067 PFAVT.com

3
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TOWN OF HUNTINGTON

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

4930 Main Road Huntington, Vermont 05462

Request for Minor Subdivision Review

Pursuant to the Huntington Subdivision Regulations, the Huntington Development
Review Board (DRB) will meet on January 14, 2020, at 7:15 pm at the Huntington
Town Clerk’s Office in Huntington Center to review the following application:

A Minor Subdivision by Ted and Susan Blood (Sowing the Future, LLC) , of one
1.9-acre parcel of land from a parcel of 245 acres to a neighboring property
owner. Subject property is located on tax map 08-002.000. Access to subject
property is located on Main Road and Trapp Road in Huntington Center.

Materials are available for viewing at the Town Clerk’s Office during business
hours.
—Heidi Racht, Clerk
December 16, 2019

Winter is a
Great Time
to do

Projects

News from Area Churches

Community Church of Huntington
Submitted by Becky Cozzens

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given” (Isaiah 9:6)

o you ever get distracted? I know I do.
DThis October I was distracted while

playing pickleball at the Huntington
recreation field. As we were playing, solar
panels were being installed on the town salt
shed. It was fascinating watching huge panels
go painlessly up a ladder one at a time with
the help of a conveyer attachment on a ladder.

During the Holiday season we can easily get
distracted by the hundreds of advertisements
from companies wanting us to purchase their
products. Also, the beauty of all those Christmas
decorations we see often distracts us from the
true meaning of Christmas. Let us keep Jesus
in our minds during this time, as he is the real
“Reason for the Season”.

Please join us for a Christmas Eve service at the
Community Church of Huntington at 7 pm. The
children and all of you will tell the real story of
Christmas. As in the past, a free will offering
will be taken to help benefit Neighbor Helping
Neighbor. Merry Christmas to all of you and
your families.

Richmond Congregational Church
Rev. Katelyn Macrae, 434-2053
The signs of Christmas are around us —

bright lights adorning houses, Christmas

trees in windows, gaily-wrapped packages,
beloved carols on the radio, Santa Claus in the
store, candy canes (including Oreo flavored) at
the checkout lanes. There are also cookies with
sprinkles, Christmas cards in the mail box, egg
nog and Christmas Ale in the refrigerator, and
ugly sweaters. Email boxes are stuffed with ads
and the same Christmas commercials re-appear
on television. There may even be a fruit cake
lurking somewhere. Here in Vermont, ski sales
and ski tune-up specials, snow tires and snow
blowers, signal that Christmas can’t be far away.

But there is another sign of the coming of
Christmas — generosity in spirit. The Christmas
season brings an outpouring of giving. The
whole community pitches in to help those
in need, to help relieve the difficult burdens
that many people carry. We believe everyone

deserves joy at Christmas.

I believe the extravagant giving at Christmas is
rooted in the spirit of love that we celebrate with
the coming of the baby Jesus. In this child, born
of a peasant and laid in a manger, we see the
love of God coming simply and humbly. God
brings the promise of hope, peace and joy to all,
and especially to the forgotten, the oppressed,
the poor, the homeless, the refugee, the stranger,
the alien, the grieving and the lonely. Inspired
by God’s love in Jesus Christ, we give to those
for whom God has a special concern.

I invite you to experience the joy of the
Christmas season by joining Richmond
Congregational Church in celebrating the birth
of our Savior:

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22, 10 am
We gather on the last Sunday of Advent, lighting
the Candle of Love, remembering the meaning
of Immanuel, “God with Us.”

Christmas Eve, December 24 We offer two
distinct worship experiences on Christmas Eve.
In each service we read the beloved Scriptures
of Christmas, sing our treasured carols, and join
in “Silent Night” amidst the candlelight of our
darkened sanctuary.

Family Service,5 pm — This service is designed
for participation by the whole family featuring
a spontaneous Christmas Pageant and an
‘interrupted” sermon by Rev. Doug Wysocky-
Johnson. Special music is presented by young
people in our community.

Traditional Service, 8 pm — This familiar
service tells the Christmas story through
Scripture and song with an original Christmas
story written by Rev. Neal Sadler. Special music
is offered by the Richmond Congregational
Choir and others.

First Sunday after Christmas, December 29,
10 am — Christmas Carol Sing We celebrate
the good news of our Savior’s birth through
singing the cherished carols of Christmas.

May the joy and peace of Christmas and the
blessings of the New Year fill the entire world
as we long for the just and loving reign of
God. Pastor Katelyn Macrae will complete her
parental leave and return to the church after the
first of the year. It has been a joy to be part of the
Richmond Community these past three months.
—Blessings,

Rev. Neal Sadler, Parental Supply Pastor

Inside.

JustAsk

RENTAL

BEHIND EVERY PROJECT IS A

Richmond Home Supply
99 Railroad Street ¢ Richmond
434-2887

MON-FRI 7-5:30 - SAT 8-4:30 - SUN 8:30-1:30

Subscribe & Support
Toe TiMES INK!

The cost of distributing THe TimEs Ink to every household
and post office box in the Towns of Richmond &
Huntington is $15 per year per mailbox.

We are fortunate to have the income from many loyal
advertisers, which pays our bills. The size of the paper
each month is determined by the number of advertisers,
although there is usually much more copy than the ads
can support each month.

Your donation of the cost of the free subscription you
receive will help offset costs of producing our community
newspaper and help keep us financially strong as we look
to increase the number of pages.

The Times Ink is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
All donations are tax-deductible.

Please make a check payable to
The Times Ink! PO Box 532, Richmond, VT 05477.
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Calendar of Events

MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS:
Tech Help with Clif - Offering one on
one technology help, noon & 1pm,
Brownell Library, Essex Junction.
Reservation required. call 878-6955
at least 24 hours in advance.

FIRST & THIRD TUESDAY: Free car
seat inspections, Richmond Rescue,
216 Railroad St., 9 am to noon. Call
Mike Chiarella: 434-2394.

TUESDAYS: Men's yoga basics.
Lengthen, strengthen and breathe.
No experience necessary, 7:15 pm.
www. balanceyogavt.com

2ND TUESDAY: Champlain Valley
Prostate Cancer Support Group, 6
pm to 8 pm, Hope Lodge, 237 East
Ave, Burlington. Mary L. Guyette RN,
MS, ACNS-BC, 802-274-4990

1ST THURSDAY: Essex Art League
meeting, 9 to 11, Essex Junction Con-
gregational Church, Rt. 15. Business
and social time, and features a guest
artist presentation. Calendar: www.
essexartleague.com

FIRST FRIDAY: Free yoga class. 7
pm to 8 pm www.balanceyogavt.com

SATURDAYS: Story Time, Phoenix
Books, Burlington, 11 am, 191 Bank
Street, downtown Burlington. Free.
Information: www.phoenixbooks.biz
or 448-3350

SUNDAYS: KarmaYoga class time
has changed. 10:30 am to 11:30
am, Balance Yoga. $5 plus a non-
perishable, non-expired item or
two for Richmond Food Shelf (or
$10 without food item). www.bal-
anceyoga.com

Times Needs Board
a New Member

The Times Ink, a 501c3 nonprofit organization, has an immediate
opening on its Board of Directors. Long-time Board member Jane
Vossler has recently stepped down.

The five-member Board meets at least once in a calendar year
and reviews the finances, content and direction of the paper.
The Board approves the calendar of publications, the budget
and advertising rates and develops a solicitation for necessary
donations to supplement the advertising income that enables the
paper to be printed and delivered to all mailboxes served by the
Richmond, Huntington and Jonesville Post Offices.

For more information, call or email a current member of the Board
(names on page 2) or come to the annual meeting on December
5, 6 pm, Huntington Public Library.

Regular Meetings

SELECTBOARD:
Huntington: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7
pm, Town Office (downstairs).

Richmond: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 6:30
pm, Town Center

SCHOOL BOARD:

Huntington: 2nd Tues, 6:30 pm,
Brewster-Pierce School.

MMMUSD: 1st & 3rd Monday of the
Month, 6:30 pm, Meetings will rotate
amoung the MMMUSD schools.
Check the website for specifics: www.
cesu.k12.vt.us.

PLANNING COMMISSION
Huntington: 2nd & 4th Mon., 7 pm,
Town Clerk's Office.

Richmond: 1st & 3rd Wed, 7 pm,
Town Center

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
Huntington: 2nd Tues., 7 pm, Town
Office

Richmond: 2nd & 4th Wed., 7 pm,
Town Center.

WATER & SEWER COMMISSION
Richmond: 1st Mon., Town Center

SCOUTS

Richmond: Cub Scout Pack 646
meets 7-8 pm, last Wednesday of the
month, CHMS music room pit.
Huntington: Cub Scout Pack 645,
Sundays, Brewster-Pierce School,
Matt Plumer (chewiecbr@gmail.com).

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Richmond: 2nd Tues, 7 pm, Town Ctr

Huntington: 2nd Thursday, 7 pm,
Huntington Public Library.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Richmond: 1st Tues, 7-9 pm, Town
Center Mtg Room

Huntington: 1st Tues, even months,
7 pm, Town Clerk's Office.

RICHMOND TRAILS COMMITTEE
Richmond: 3rd Tues, 7 pm, Town
Center Meeting Room

RICHMOND LAND TRUST First
Thursday . Monitor Barn Annex. All
are welcome. Dan Martin, (4231).

CSWD Richmond
Drop-Off Center

Open all year Tuesday, 8-3:30;
Thursday, 9:30-5; Saturday,
8-3:30. Located on Route 117

(80 Roger's Lane). 872-8111.

TOWN HALL COMMITTEE
Huntington: 4th Thursday, 7 pm,
Huntington Town Hall.

LIBRARY

Richmond: Trustees, 1st Thursday in
January, March, April, June, Septem-
ber & November, 6:30 pm. 434-3036.

Huntington: Library Board, 4th Tues,
6:30 pm, Huntington Public Library,
434-4583

HUNTINGTON ENERGY COM-
MITTEE 3rd Tues, 5:30 pm, Town
Office (downstairs)

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Beacon Light Grange: For informa-
tion, call Master Darceline Lewis-
Wedge at 482-2532.

Hale and Hearty Seniors Club: 2nd
Wed. Holy Rosary Parish Hall, 6 pm.,
Sept.-May.

HHCT (Huntington Historic and
Community Trust): 1st Thurs, Hun-
tington Public Library, 7:30 pm. All are
welcome to attend.

Howl Women's Land Monthly Busi-
ness Meeting, 2nd Sunday of each
month. 10 am. All women welcome
434-3953.

Prostate Cancer Support Group:
Meeting Location: Hope Lodge, 237
East Ave, Burlington, second Tues
each month, 6 pm to 8 pm.General
discussion and sharing among survi-
vors and those beginning or rejoining
the battle. Mary L. Guyette RN, MS,
ACNS-BC. 802-274-4990.

Richmond Community Band (RCB)
Richmond Community Band rehears-
als 7 pm to 9 pm. Mondays at Camels
Hump Middle School. All band instru-
ments are sought. Info: 434 2972.

Huntington Playgroup Fridays, 10
am, newborn through preschool (with
older siblings welcome) Residents
from any town are welcome.

Until MARCH 1: The magic and mys-
tery of the forest and beauty of nature
are captured in Jericho artist Marcia
Congdon Rosberg's paintings, on
display at Mt. Mansfield Community
Television's Richmond studio (35 W.
Main Street). Exhibit is open during
MMCTV office hours and by appoint-
ment: (434-2550) mtmansfieldctv.org

JANUARY 9: Deadline for Times Ink
January 23 issue.

ONGOING DEADLINE: Governor’s
Institute Winter Weekend Applica-
tions Now Open. February 7-9 and
February 21-23. Teens statewide Can
Pursue Neuroscience, Entrepreneur-
ial Leadership, Social Psychology,
Space Mission Design, The Art of
Cartooning and more. Applications
considered on a rolling basis. Spots
can fill quickly, so students are
encouraged to apply early at www.
giv.org/apply. Two-day residential
learn-a-thons of advanced study in
areas beyond the offerings of many
high schools, at Goddard College,
Plainfield. Course descriptions:
www.giv.org/winter. GIV Institutes
are guaranteed to be affordable for
all Vermont families. A sliding scale
tuition model aligns tuition with fami-
lies” ability to pay. Information: www.
giv.org/winterweekendtuition/.

MARCH 3: Town Meeting Day.

Worship

Community Church of Huntington:
Sunday morning Worship & Sunday
School, 9 am. Communion:1st Sun-
day. Senior Luncheon 3rd Tuesday
(434-3155).

Richmond Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ: 20 Church
Street., 434-2053. Sunday Worship and
Sunday School, 10 am.

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Ro-
man Catholic Church: Religious
Education Classes: Sat. 9-10:15 am,
CHMS, Richmond. Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation: Sat. 3:15 pm. Masses: Sat.4
pm,Sun.8:30 am.

Community Alliance Church: 190
Pond Road (overlooking CVU), Hines-
burg. Sunday, 9 am, Sunday school for
all ages, with adults and teen electives;
Scott Mansfield, 482-2132, www.hines
burgcma.org

Jericho United Methodist Church:
Rte. 15in Jericho Corners. Sunday Wor-
ship and Church School 9 am winter and
summer; Bible/Prayer Study Tues 7:30
pm. Rev. Kirk Thompson, 899-4288.

Jericho Congregational Church: on
the green in Jericho Center. Pastor
David Coons. Sunday services: 8 am &
11am. Nursery care provided; Sunday
school for all ages, 9:30 am. Fellowship,
10:30 am. Sunday Youth Group: 6:15
pm. 899- 4911; www.jccvt.org

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church:
273 VT Rte 15 (near Browns Trace
Rd) Jericho, 899-3932, Rev. Arnold
Thomas, pastor. Worship Service: 9
am (nursery care provided), Sunday
School & Bible Study: 10:30 am. www.
goodshepherdjericho.org

Mount Mansfield Unitarian-Univer-
salist Fellowship: 195 Vermont Route
15, Jericho, (the red barn across from
Packard Road) 9:30 am services sec-
ond and fourth Sunday (September to
June). All are welcome.

Episcopal Gathering in the Jerusalem
Schoolhouse (behind the Jerusalem
Country Store, South Starksboro, Rte
17). Holy Communion Service 9:30 am
first and thirds Sundays. Rev. Molly
Bidwell, 453-5537.

Calvary Episcopal Church 370 Ver-
mont Route 15,Underhill Flats. Wor-
ship service 9:30 am. Sunday morning
Eucharist with supply priests or Morning
Prayer at Calvary, followed by a coffee
hour. Handicapped accessible. informa-
tion: www.calvarychurchvt.weebly.com
or 899-2326.

South Starksboro Friends Meeting
(Society of Friends: Quakers) Dan Sar-
gent Road (call 388-0134) Worship and
First Day School, 9:30 am every Sunday,
preceded by singing at 9 am.
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Music and Bones

The Community Senior Center of Richmond, Hunting-
ton and Bolton (CSC) facilitates nearly 50 activities for
over 500 seniors, averaging about 22 per week each
season. We chatted with Huntington resident Kathy
Kort about her experiences with the CSC.

How did you learn about the CSC? I heard about
it when the activities were just starting up. But my
life was complex. I was going
through end of life for my moth-
er and for my husband. Then
I moved to Massachusetts for
13 months to be with my fam-
ily and then four months later I
broke my kneecap. But I would
read the emails “Look! They’re
hiking! They’re kayaking!” I
wanted to stay in Vermont. I'd
been here 30 years and I'm very
connected.

So what did you do when you
came back? The first thing I did
was go to Allison’s Pool Time.
Eventually I became the site
leader for that. I was still going
to physical therapy for my knee.
I went to the travelogues and
CSC’s other special programs
like the picnic to celebrate the Windekind Farm in
Huntington.

That was a fun day. Yes, Ukes R Us was playing on
the porch. I knew most of them. I love music. Always
have. When they later played at Richmond library, I
just walked up and said “I want to learn to play the
ukulele.” Mary Ann Warren literally took me home,
loaned me her ukulele and started tutoring. Ukes Are

Paulsen

continued from page 12

snowball bonanza ensued. Everyone ended up
having a great time. It is those moments that kids
connect to and remember."

Paulsen created the last two weeks of summer as
a Summer Challenge, it can only be described
as camp. She started it because it was the last
two weeks of summer and everyone had finished
camps and summer vacations and she needed
to keep kids engaged. Each year is a different
theme and kids are divided into two teams with
some of her older “graduates” coming back as
team captains. The activities included obstacle
courses, creative relay races, kickball in the
park, and capture the flag. Paulsen owes much
gratitude to neighbors Sharon McGreevy and
Trum Rittling for the use of their yard for big
games like capture the flag. Challenge is like
an extended family reunion. Paulsen is hoping
she can keep Summer Challenge going in some
capacity, maybe as an annual reunion event.

Paulsen majored in Home Ec Education at UVM,
which was a school in the College of Agriculture.
She met Marshall Paulsen at the Royall Tyler
Theatre, where she was working in the costume
shop and he was working in the scene shop. After
graduating in 1983, she taught Home Ec at Twin-
field High School in Plainfield for two years. She
married Marshall Paulsen in August 1984, and
since he worked in Burlington, they decided to
rent an apartment in Richmond, as it was a central
location. Paulsen majored in Home Ec Education
at UVM, which was a school in the College of
Agriculture. She met Marshall Paulsen at the
Royall Tyler Theatre, where she was working
in the costume shop and he was working in the
scene shop. After graduating in 1983, she taught
Home Ec at Twinfield High School in Plainfield
for two years. She married Marshall Paulsen in

Us let me practice with them even though I hardly
knew how to play. Then Clare Innes offered lessons
through the CSC so now I’'m pretty comfortable.
Ukulele is perfect for me in many ways: my musical
interest, my loving to sing, wanting a sense of be-
longing and as a way to give back to the community.

Any other CSC activities? I started Huntington
Bone Builders. I'm very active and do yoga daily but
I do Bone Builders because their routine is excellent.
In an hour you’ve really
covered everything. Then
I met up with Sue Roberge
and she was pushing line
dancing. I said “OK, OK
I'll try it.” I'd tried Scot-
tish and English country
dancing. Two times and I'm
done. The joke is I went to
line dancing more than two
times so I'm hooked. I'm
not coordinated but I abso-
lutely love it. I only got to
one hike and one kayak trip
but I want to do more next
year. The problem with the
senior center is I feel guilty.
There’s so much happening.
Ican’tgettoitall and I need
my down time too. When I
retired from teaching I came
up with the advice I give everybody. You need three
things when you retire: a project, a book and a social
occasion to look forward to. That’s my formula and
it’s carried me through.

See all CSC events and activities at cscvt.org and click
on Calendar or sign up to receive them in our Weekly
Activities Newsletter.

—Diane Reynolds

August 1984, and since he worked in Burlington,
they decided to rent an apartment in Richmond,
as it was a central location.

Finding herself in Richmond was fortuitous, but
not at all surprising. Paulsen’s roots in this area
are deep, although she came to Vermont from
Maryland to attend UVM. Her grandparents,
Donald Gannon and Dorothy Ellis graduated
from Richmond High School and still lived in
Vermont at the time. Some may even remember
her great-grandfather, Ed Gannon, who owned
the Richmond Hotel (now housing Greensea
Systems where the Richmond Corner Market
did business for years), which had a restaurant
downstairs and rooms to rent upstairs. And the
Ellis Family and ancestors built what is now
Jubilee Farm in Huntington, but that's another
story for another time.

While in the apartment on Railroad Street,
Paulsen babysat Katie Curtis, whose parents,
Peggy and Peter Curtis, lived downstairs. In the
circle of life, Katie Curtis then babysat Benjamin
Paulsen, and later Gretchen Paulsen had Katie’s
son Jasper Curtis come to her childcare program.
In Richmond, Vermont, there isn’t even one
degree of separation, at times.

Among those celebrating Gretchen Paulsen’s
life’s work were Marshall, her husband of 35
years, daughter Claire, 26, who lives in Essex
Junction, and son Tyler, 30, who came up from
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to be part of the
surprise. Son Benjamin, 32, lives in Florida. It
has been a journey for the entire family and their
extended family.

“When I started, I didn’t realize it would turn
into over 30 years of a career I'd love and
look forward to each day. I didn’t know I'd
have amazing relationships with kids and their
whole families- siblings, parents, and even
grandparents. And I had no idea that it would
become my legacy."
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Service Directory

GRASS FED BEEF Our freezers
are full of many cuts of Black Angus
Grass-fed beef. Roasts, Steaks,
Ground, Stew beef and more. See us
at moultroupvalleyfarm.com or con-
tact Jeff or Debbie at 434-3720. [9/19]

Builders &

Suppliers

TEN TALENTS - RANDY RICH-
LAND, GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Over 25 years of experience, cre-
ativity and excellence in the building
trades. Call me for custom carpentry
+ repairs or remodeling ¢ licensed
electrical work * major appliance
service and mechanical repairs/
installation + building evaluation /
consultations * historic preservation.
434-5221. Fully insured. [01/19]

.
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LILA JOHNSON Alterations, repairs,
zippers, men's suits a specialty. 382-
7096, 850 Texas Hill Circle, Hunting-
ton. [08/20]

Equipment Repair

TREETOP EQUIPMENT REPAIR.
Husqvarna sales and service.
Tractor and equipment repair. 434-
6134, 598-8375 cell. [1019]

Excavating /
Mowing

BILL ATWOOD EXCAVATING LLC
& Forestry Access Work, 244-7495
Bolton VT [5/19]

DRIVEWAY/DITCHING REPAIRS
Light Excavating and Hauling. Call
Pete at 434-2931. [6/19]

INTERESTED IN A
SERVICE DIRECTORY
LISTING?

If you would like to purchase space
inthe Service Directory or if your cur-
rent listing expires soon (check the
date at the end of your listing), write
to the address for Classified Ads.
Cost is $25 for 3 months, $40 for 6
months, $60 per year, .20/word for
listings over 20 words. We reserve
the right to edit for content, spelling
and grammar.

Guuestions about your hearing?
Hearing aids? Tinnitus? Call:

A

BETTERLIVING

A U D

O L O QY

802-651 9374 ° WWW. BetterlemgAudloIogy.comI

Julie Bier, AuD.
Corey Gibeault, AuD.

54 W Twin Oaks Terr, Ste 10, So Burlington, VT 05403

136-A Creek Rd. Middlebury, VT 05753

thorough. Loved her.” -Margaret
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Buying or Selling a Home? r

“Susan was fabulous. She was very helpful

walking us through the process of putting in an [

offer and negotiating the price. She was kind and
Hinesburg

Susan Gulrajani, REALTOR®

SusanG@chkokandgoardman com

02) 846-9577

yHomelInVermont.com

Photography

MARY CLAIRE CARROLL PHO-
TOGRAPHY | love taking photo-
graphic portraits that transform the
way you see yourself. Call me for
individual,family, business,or high
school senior portraits. www.car-
roliphotos.com 434-2312

PENNIE RAND PHOTOGRAPHY
Outdoor portraits (family, indi-
vidual, children), Weddings, Special
Events, Sporting Events, Art Proj-
ects. 434-6047

Weddings

ROUND CHURCH WEDDING? Vis-
it the Richmond Historical Society
website or contact Mary Ann Barnes
434-3220. 2019 dates available!

HAVE YOUR DREAM WEDDING
at the Sleepy Hollow Round Barn
in Huntington. A beautiful 17-sided
barn that can seat up to 165. Let
your family and friends enjoy
over 800 acres of true Vermont. Two
nights in our Eight bedroom Inn is
included. Dates still available for
next summer and fall. Please visit
www.skisleepyhollow.com for more
information or call 434-2283. [12/19]

FLOWERS FOR YOUR WEDDING
Natural-looking, graceful wedding
flowers: bouquets, table arrange-
ments; planted arrangements in
urns and pots. Colorful Vermont-
grown flowers also used in season.
Pleasant Mount Farm, Huntington.
434-2690 [11119]

ADVANCEDWELLNESSVT.
COM to schedule: Medical, shi-
atsu and therapeutic massage,
craniosacral,acupressure, chinese
medicine, cupping. Heather Chad-
wick and Kate Bentley. 65 Hunting-
ton Rd., Richmond. 318-1423

INTERFAITH SPIRITUAL DIREC-
TION with a certified spiritual direc-
tor. Enjoy the benefits of a deep-
ened connection between faith
and everyday life. Sliding scale.
Call Tess Starecheski, 434-7005,
or e-mail at tessstar@gmavt.net to
arrange free introductory session.

LIFETYPES TIME LIMITED
WORK WITH COUPLES Who
want to learn to better under-
stand and celebrate their different
styles and improve communication.
Counseling for individuals explor-
ing life or career changes and
collegebound students seeking
career directions or choosing ma-
jors. Myers-Briggs Type Indicator
(MBTI), Strong Interest Inventory,
etc. Bill Haddock, MA. 434-2210,
lifetypes@gmavt.net.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST Are you
confused and out of balance? Are
you looking for meaning instead of
stuff? Over 30 years experience.
Demaris Tisdale, M.S.W. H: 434-
3941 0:229-2770

X4

Classified

..Is there something you are looking
for? Here's your chance! For 10 words
or less you can try for your FREE item
inthis column. Include a phone number.
FREE TO A GOOD HOME...Do you
have something that you just don't
need, but don't want to throw away?
For 10 words or less you can put your
FREE item in this column. Include a
phone number.

THE GUIDELINES:

1. Limit to two listings per household
per year.

2. We reserve the right to reject re-
quests that are too weird. (Subjective
and editor's prerogative).

3. Use classified form below and
indicate FREE, FREE FREE!

CLASSIFIED ADS*

All ads must be Prepaid! No phone call,
please.

Rates: $4 for first 20 words.

25¢ each additional word

Deadline: See dates on bottom of page 1

minimum of 3 mos in the Service Directory

Number of appearances:
Total

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
: *Personal, NOT BUSINESS ADS. Business ads must appear a :
I I
I I
I I
I I

Price/month

The Times + PO Box 532 + Richmond, VT 05477 timesink@gmavt.net

OPifare

P.M. Sundays
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Dunham Shoe Factory

Dunham Shoe Factory will perform at Richmond Congregational
Church on January12, 4 pm, as part of the PM. SunpAys concert
series.

Dunham Shoe Factory is a collaboration between Anna Patton,
Mac Ritchey, Todd Roach and Dave Haughey. They hail from
Brattleboro. They are a contemporary acoustic ensemble playing
original compositions influenced by world traditions. Combining
the clarinet, oud, percussion and cello, their music draws from
an array of styles including Egyptian, Jazz, Brazilian, Turkish,
Classical and Indian music.

Currently based in New England, individual members have per-
formed in a variety of settings locally, nationally and internation-
ally over the past 25 years. The group has created a unique sound
by weaving together the threads of common experience that exist
between the players.

Two of them hold masters degrees in music performance, two of
them have studied traditional Arabic and Turkish music, two of
them have performed with the Paul Winter Consort, and all of them
have spent time improvising in a variety of settings.

The concert will take place at the Richmond Congregational
Church at 20 Church Street in Richmond. Tickets are $20 in
advance and $23 day of show. Seniors (65+) and children 16 and
under are $15.

For more information about this concert and all Valley Stage
events: www.valleystage.net, 434-4563 or don@valleystage.net.

Did You Know?

Vermont is a trailblazer in the Farm to School movement.

* Vermont was an early Farm to School adopter having established
the nation’s first farm to school grant program in 2006, and has
some of the highest political support and advocacy across the na-
tion that’s allowed the state to form the Vermont Farm to School
Network to support the growing number of schools engaged,
raising awareness and support at the State House, all the while
modeling collaboration efforts and implementation for states
across the U.S.

* Vermont lawmakers have passed legislation supporting healthy
kids, family farms and strong local economies, having fought
hard to get Farm to School programming into school systems.
They recognize the many benefits that local food in school meals,
school gardens, and food and agriculture education provide to our
communities.
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Stones Throw Pizza

Opening Soon

ommunity members can look forward to
Cwelcoming Stone’s Throw Pizza Restau-

rant to downtown Richmond this coming
January. Co-owners Tyler Stratton and Silas
Pollitt have been working nonstop all fall to
open this new addition to the Richmond dining
scene. Stone’s Throw is located in the former
On the Rise Bakery site adjacent to Volunteer
Green. As the name implies, the restaurant is
Jjustastone’s throw away. As Stratton explained,
“We want to be where the people are.”
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years of experience in the food industry. Strat-
tongot into the business end of his restaurant
career when he began to work in some pizza
places while pursuing a graduate degree in
public health. He eventually left grad school
and was one of the key people to grow a major
expansion of Otto Pizza in Boston as well as
other pizza restaurants around N,ew England.
The birth of his son, however, drew Stratton and
his wife, Allison, back to Vermont to raise their
family. In fact, they are now living in the apart-
ment upstairs over their new restaurant so they
are officially part of the Richmond community.

Pollitt's career path took him to the Culinary

Although construc-
tion work was still
underway when we
visited, there were
many notable chang-
es to the dining area.
The cement floors
have been replaced
with wooden flooring
creating a warmer
environment; a beau-
tiful old farm table
graced the center of
the restaurant and
cozy corner seating
with pendant lighting
contributed to the
inviting feel.

“We love the concept
of 'pizza' because it

Tyler Stratton and Silas Pollitt will soon be open for business at Stone’s Throw, located in the

is such an approach-  former On the Rise Bakery site adjacent to Volunteer Green.

able food," Stratton

explained to the Beat. "Using pizza as a base,
we are able to bring fine culinary dining to the
public at an affordable price. It offers something
for everyone.”

Stratton went on to explain the philosophy that
both he and Pollitt share when talking about
their restaurant. “We want to provide a total
experience when people walk in the door- a
warm welcome, having an interactive experi-
ence of seeing the food prepared in the open
style kitchen; fresh, delicious well prepared
food that is served without long waits and in a
relaxing atmosphere all contribute to the total
experience.”

Both native Vermonters and friends since they
were five, partners Stratton and Pollitt, bring

Institute in Hyde Park, New York where he
developed his French culinary skills. He went
on to work with Flagship Whole Foods in
Austin, Texas until he returned to Vermont to
partner with Stratton where he has been able to
use his fine dining expertise to bring the pizza
experience to a new level. “I see pizza as a way
to distill my years of culinary experience. The
crust provides that blank slate to create new
dishes that reflect so many cultures.” Pollittex-
plained. “I’ve made pizza dishes that draw from
classical French, Mexican and Korean cuisine.
The possibilities are endless.”

The business partners have already established
one successful Stone’s Throw Pizza Restaurant
that has been operating in Fairfax, Vermont for

some time. Coming to Richmond to open a
new restaurant was inspired by an unexpected
phone call from Raechel Barone who with her
husband, Ben Bush, along with Jack Linn own
the building. Barone had heard about Stone’s
Throw and called to see if there might be an
interest in leasing space to open a second loca-
tion. After a site visit, Stratton and Pollittwere
convinced that the Richmond location would be
an excellent match for their business.

Both Stratton and Pollitt are committed to
developing Stone’s Throw into a welcoming
community gathering place for everyone.
“People will be able to get in and out quickly
or dine leisurely and stay as long as they want,”
Stratton explained.

For those folks who want the basics, patrons
will be able get your traditional cheese pizza
and others who want to try something more
adventurous can enjoy favorites such as the
Nomad made with Korean barbeque, kimchi,
leeks and egg yolk. Their focus is on doing
pizza extremely well so the
menu is a variety of creative
pizza choices in addition to
salad, wine, beer and cider.
All their food will be freshly
prepared on site and they are
looking forward to changing
up the menu to showcase fresh
vegetables from the garden
located at the entrance.

Currently the partners are
working on plans to offer live
music and they are also looking
at hosting some special events.
Plans for the spring include in-
stalling a service window in the
restaurant so families who are
coming to Volunteer Green for
sports games can grab a quick
slice of pizza on the run. The

restaurant will continue the

counter service for ordering

food and they will also have
take out available. Lunch and dinner will be
served Tuesday through Sunday.

Stay tuned to hear more about an open house for
the community when Stratton and Pollitt will be
offering free pizza samples all day long. Every-
one is invited to stop by, enjoy some pizza and
meet the new owners. Check out Stone’s Throw
Facebook page for details about the open house
date which will take place in January. Advance
information will also be posted on front porch
forum. We hope to give them a great welcome
to the Richmond community in 2020.

Stones Throw website is www.stonesthrowpiz-
zavt.com
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434-2231 » FAX 434-7348 + 23 Depot St « Richmond (PO Box 1152) 05477

De-brushing services for private and

commercial projects

Retention ponds, ROW, pond edges,
removal of invasive vegetation & more.

Please check out our website:
www.vtlandmaintenance.com

Brian Washburn
vtlandmaintenance@gmail.com

434-4533(voice only) e 802-373-1755 (cell)

Thank you for your business!

Young's Small Engine Repair
REPAIR & SERVICE OF ALL SMALL ENGINES
.

_ . ’d‘":ir:i ;
ﬂ}‘ S o ?}F 434-3993

3147 Dugway Road, Richmond

Lawnmowers & Tillers
Chainsaws sharpened

Serving
the area
for over
20 years)

Jim Young

or call Jeff or Debbie 434-3720

Local Black Angus e Grassfed & finished

Find us on Facebook/moultroupvalleyfarm

MAPLE
SYRUP

Henry Moultroup
Richmond

434-2279

Mouitroup Farm ¢ Huntington Road
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Thanks to Our Advertisers!

+ 116 Wine & Spirits
+ Alan Homans & Lynn Reynolds

* Meg Howard, weaver
+ Melanie Giangreco (MPath Massage)

« MMCTV (Mt. Mansfield Community
Television)

+ Aldrich Maple Farm

+ Alison Anand Aquatics School

o Arabesque Dance Stud|o * MOUItrOUp Fam"y Farm Beef

- Balance Yoga + Moultroup Family Farm Vegetables

+ Beaudry's Store « Moultroup Maple Syrup

* Better Living Audiology * MMUUSD

- Bill Atwood Excavating * Next Generation Trades - Eli Howard

+ Birds of Vermont Museum * Open Studio

* Brad Elliott * Our Community Cares Camp

- Brewster-Pierce School Partnersin ~ * Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Catholic
Education Church

* Bridge Street Hair + Owls Head Blueberry Farm

+ Carolyn King, The Feldenkrais * Patterson Fuels

Method
« Chittenden County Fishing Derby

+ Pennie Rand Photography

* Peter Halverson Excavating

« Chittenden East Supervisory Union « Pleasant Mount Farm

* Cochran's Ski Area + Pleasant Valley Landscaping, Inc.

» Coldwell Banker - Susan Gulranjani « Professional Financial Assoc. LLC -
« Community Church of Huntington Tim Monty

+ Purinton Family Tree Farm
+ Radiate Art Space
+ Remax - Debbie Burton

+ Crate Escape
+ Crouching Lion Tang Soo Do

« Daryl Storrs, printmaker

« Don Dresser « Remax North - Linda St. Amour

. F|ynn Theatre Garden Tour ° Rep Marcia Gardner Lawrence

+ Friends of the Huntington Public Library  * Rep. Theresa Wood

+ Friends of Richmond Free Library * Rep. Tom Stevens

- Gifford Funderal Services * Resting Lion Studio

» Gordon Rowe, Big Nose Pottery * Richmond Animal Hospital
+ Green Mountain NEA

+ Harringtons of Vermont

+ Richmond Community Senior Center
* Richmond Congregational Church

+ Richmond Dental

* Richmond Food Shelf

+ Richmond Home Supply

+ Heather Chadwick, massage
+ Hillview Design Collaborative
* Hungry Belly Deli

* Huntington DRB

* Huntington Energy Committee

» Richmond Land Trust
+ Richmond Town Clerk

« Huntington Historical & Community ~ * Rusty DeWees

Trust + Sleepy Hollow Inn Ski & Bike Center

* Huntington Hunters Breakfast « Smilie Elementary School Partners in

* Huntington Public Library Education

» Huntington Race for Sundaes * Ten Talents - Randy Richland

* Huntington Town Clerk * Thomas Hirchak, auctioneer

* Huntington Valley Arts * Tim Conver Painting

+ Interrobang Design Collabprative * Town of Huntington

« Jamieson Insurance « Town of Richmond

+ Treetop Equipment Repair - Jedediah
Randall

« Valley Stage - Don Sheldon

+ Jean Meinhardt Designs
+ Jubilee Farm

* Krin's Bakery y o
o t t
» Loon Song Healing Reiki ermont Gias Systems

- Vi L Mai
+ Lyric Theatre ermont Land Maintenance

» Mann & Machine . VV\\;a::sﬁe.Id Cli_hamp.)lam Valley Telecom
+ Mansfield Cooperative School elispring Learmning

W | Busi Assn.
+ Maple Wind Famr estern Slopes Business Assn

« Wi ki P
+ Mary Claire Carroll Photography NOOSKIFTess

* Young's Small Engine Repair

These Advertisers Help to Bring
The Times Ink to Your Mailbox

FREE OF CHARGE

Every Month
Please support them!

All Things Human

by Demaris Tisdale

Common Sense

“The mind once enlightened cannot again become
dark.”
—Thomas Paine

t was a brutally hot summer. The delegates gath-
I ered in Philadelphia for the second Continental

Congress were engaged in a heated debate on
the topic of a declaration. Those present were of
different minds as to what the declaration should
say. Independence was not their goal.

The trouble had been several years in the making,
but things came to a head when the king of Eng-
land needed money and decided to further tax the
colonists. On a cold winter night on December 16,
1773, a band of Bostonians roughly disguised as
Indians, went on a rampage. Forever known as the
Boston Tea Party, the angry mob dumped a British
ship’s cargo of tea into the harbor. Forty-five tons
of tea were thrown into the sea.

As representatives from the colonies met in Phila-
delphia, they prepared a petition to King George
in which they listed their grievances along with
assurances of their loyalty. This was one year
before the Declaration of Independence. At this
time, the colonists still saw themselves as British
subjects who lived abroad. Within one year that
same Congress which consisted of the same del-
egates from the same colonies had prepared and
adopted the famous Declaration on Independence.

On January 10, 1776, the book sellers in Philadel-
phia began to sell a new pamphlet. Historians have
stated that this little book was England’s greatest

gift to American independence. Entitled CommoN
Sensg, Thomas Paine made a compelling argument
for liberty and displayed hostility for tyranny.

The writer of this little book was the son of a
corset-maker who had failed at corset-making,
school-teaching, and tax collecting. Indicating
an irreverence toward British authority, Paine
believed that natural law provided the legitimacy
of self-government and that it was absurd for the
American continent to be controlled by the island
of the English. He asserted that the continued con-
nection of the two was like perpetual childhood
for an adult.

This history-making pamphlet almost never hap-
pened, but a series of fortuitous events changed
the course of history. When Ben Franklin was in
London, one of his fellows in the Royal Society
introduced Paine to Franklin, who provided him
with a letter of introduction. Paine decided to
emigrate to America. The boat ride was in rough
weather and when Paine arrived in Philadelphia,
he was deathly ill. But fate intervened again
and the doctor attending the ship saved his life.
Discovering Franklin’s letter of recommendation,
the doctor was able to facilitate Paine’s contact
with Franklin.

Following his slow recovery, Paine was hired
as the editor of a failing newspaper. His articles
denouncing slavery and proposals for compromise
with England, boosted the paper’s circulation.
In January, 1776, Paine’s radical pamphlet was
printed and immediately sold 500,000 copies,
making it the single greatest American bestseller
for a century and turning the tide of American
opinion.

Boomer Funk

Submitted by Scott Funk

Negotiated Settlement

"Happened again, just the other day. You
probably know someone who did it, too. Maybe
you even did it, yourself. What? Up ended your
life, sold the house and almost everything you
owned, to move across the country and be near
the kids. Grand kids, really. You know, so you
can be there for them. Then they move.

So, across the country you go to North Dakota,
Alabama, Kansas, or Arizona. You buy a new
property, get settled in and bingo: your son-in-
law is relocated to Massachusetts, the grand
kids turn into teenagers who now prefer you
weren’t so darn close, or your daughter finally
confesses that it was the distance that was
making your relationship work. One way or
another, they withdraw or leave you. Even if
they don’t relocate it ends up you don’t really
get to see them any more than when you came
for your annual visit.

Whatever the reason, the result is the same.
You are now stranded in a place you didn’t pick
for what it had to offer you and are facing the
possibility of another expensive move.

Does it always work out this way? No, of course
not. Often it is a happy ending, but late in life
we shouldn’t be gambling on happy endings.
We should be hedging our bets and protecting
ourselves from unnecessary and avoidable
disruptions to our retirement savings and peace
of mind.

So, how do we manage this prudently?
Easy, take it in small pieces. Like eating a
hippopotamus. The first piece is to make a
long visit, like a season. Yes, that is expensive,
although not as expensive as selling your house
and moving across country. If that works out,
double the time, but make sure part of it is
during the worst weather in that area. If it is in

the south or southwest, be there for summer. If
it is the far north, spend a winter.

While you are there, don’t just hang with the
family. Look into your own interests. If you
are church people, check out some churches.
If you like to be involved in the community,
volunteer. Explore for yourself the activities
and surrounding area. Is this somewhere you
really want to be?

Be real about the family. How successfully are
they integrating you into their lives? Are you
building the quality of life that is important
to you? Is this sustainable, desirable, and
successful for everyone involved.

Yes, it’s working out great. Good. Come for a
year. Then, if everything is still rosy, discuss
your moving seriously. Ask the tough questions
like, “What is the possibility of your relocating
from this area in the next ten years after we move
here?” “How do you feel about having us around
even more of the time?” “What works better our
relationship with all of you, having us come
for longer visits or moving out here full time?”

That works for your adult children, but not the
grands. Let’s face it, that little guy or gal at 9 is
not going to be the same person at 12. It justisn’t
possible to predict how the ’teens will impact
your relationship. Fortunately, you are the adult
and have the capacity to appreciate the upheaval
those years can bring to families because you
already went through it with your kids. So,
expect the worse and see if that looks as rosy
as the illusion the wee kiddies will always love
Gran and Ole’ Pa.

Take your time, be at least as careful as you’d be
buying a used car. Manage your heart and head
to protect your wallet and future. Remember
the hippopotamus.

Scott Funk lives, works, and writes (and gardens) in
Vermont. His Boomer Funk columns are available at



