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Iriday Food Affair
Celebrates Five

n idea to bring support to the
community by members of
he Richmond Congregational

Church has mainainted a steady
course every Friday since 2010.

The Friday Food Affair @ 5,a weekly
community meal served at the Rich-

Wind Farm owners lost their barn to
fire, the community came together to
start them on their fund raising drive
with a supper attended by over 120
people, bringing covered dishes and
cash donations.

The menu is varied, but always with

Perfect Pi! Friday Food Affair at Five cooks Jerry Carpenter, Erin Wagg and Marie
Thomas celebrate Pi Day with pizza [pie] and fruit pies on March 14, 2015 (3.1415).

mond Congregational Church every
Friday from 5 -7 will celebrate five
years of service on May 8. This
weekly free community meal has
become an institution for area locals.

And it has become so much more.
Birthdays are often celebrated with
cake and singing. When Maple

a vegetarian option, and now, more
often than not, there will be vegan
and gluten free options, too. Some-
thing for everyone. The FFA@5 has
become a gathering place for friends
before heading out for local plays or
musical performances. A place where
families can meet and relax after a

long week. But how did this all start?

In the spring of 2010, with the nation
on the economic slalom that began
decades ago, some local participants
in this downhill slide of Middle
America had lost their jobs. Folks
in the Richmond Congregational
Church mission committee wanted
to do something to show the church’s
support for their neighbors. They
wanted to help their community and
announce, “We are here."

Karen Clark, Bill Haddock, Leslie
Johnson, Mary Golek, and Jerry
Carpenter met and proposed food as
a symbol of community support. The
Congregational Church is known for
its food, especially the yearly Chicken
Pie Suppers in October. They decided
to start a weekly free meal for those
who needed support. Carpenter
explained, "One meal a week was
too few to make a big difference in a
family diet, but if we could do it every
week reliably, perhaps it would give
support and hope to those who needed
both. A once-a-month meal would not
carry that message. A greater effort
would be required. "

From the beginning, it was not to be a
soup kitchen. It was to be a gathering
of friends, with food offered without
cost. Guests would be waited on and
shown respect. They would be served

continue to page 14
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Happy group!
After the

big fire that
destroyed their
Richmond
barn, Maple
Wind Farm
owners Bruce
Hennessey and
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Green-Up is

of Green Up, a day for

people to get out and
clean up litter and enjoy
the outdoors and each
other. Green Up Day is
May 2. In Huntington,
call the Town Clerk's Of-
fice (434-2032) to sign
up for a road or show up
at the Town Garage in
the morning on May 2
and the Boy Scouts will
give you snacks, an as-
signment and a couple of
bags to collect garbage. In
Richmond this year, con-
tact Judy Rosovsky (judy.
rosovsky@jsc.edu or 434-
4252) or Andy Solomon
(andysolo@gmail.com) or
use the sign up sheet in the Town Of-
fices. Pick up bags early at the Town
Clerk's Office or in front of the Town
Center on Saturday.

It‘s the 45th anniversary | |/

Remember... Please put safety first:
wear bright clothes and/or reflective
gear and keep an eye out for traffic.
Don't handle any potentially hazard-
ous material - let the coordinators

184
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Chris Billis models some of the trash she collected in
Huntington Center in 2014.

know where and what it is; they will
find the appropriate party to deal
with it.

Tires and large objects can be left on
the side of the road. In Huntington,
bring as much as possible to the
Town Garage by 2 pm. In Richmond,
volunteers can leave it all next to the
road by noon.

Creamery Attracts
Potential Buyer

by Greg Elias

he buildings that once housed
Tthe Richmond Creamery are

slowly collapsing under the
weight of age and neglect.

A rusted corrugated metal roof sags.
Inside, a wall bows, the ceiling tilt-
ing toward the ground. Peeling paint,
broken windows and graffiti decorate
the exteriors. Then there’s the hidden
industrial legacy: lead paint and as-
bestos in the buildings, heavy metals
in the ground.

Chirping birds and the nearby rushing
Winooski River can be heard, but the

Beth Whiting,
standing former cheese-making operation has
center, received  been stilled for more than a decade,
support when leaving a decaying eyesore in the
the Friday heart of Richmond.
Food Affair . .
started them Town officials have for years tried
on their to force the owner to demolish the
community structures and clean up the site while
fundraising. promoting redevelopment. Given
Courtesy the property’s condition, it’s hardly
photos. surprising that no one has stepped
forward.
POSTAL PATRON

But now a potential buyer has e-
merged who sees beyond the decay-
ing buildings to envision develop-
ment that would marry residential and
commercial uses.

“I love projects with hair all over
them that are challenging and that
other people shy away from,” said
Brendan O’Reilly, a Stowe-based
builder. “I like fixing broken things.”

O’Reilly confirmed that an agreement
has been struck with owner Craig
Caswell to purchase the property. The
potential sale, however, is subject to
due diligence that include determin-
ing the environmental cleanup’s cost.

He declined to state the asking price
or how much he offered. The town
of Richmond pegs the total tax value
of the two parcels that comprise the
six-acre property at $432,700.

O’Reilly plans a mixed-use devel-
opment that could include rental
housing and commercial space. The
property will be developed under
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